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IV PREFACE. 

viour in his offices, as the All in All to 
his purchased church and people. I 
presume, therefore, I may safely recom- 
mend them to those who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity; inasmuch as 
they not only contain nothing (in my 
judgment, or recollection) contrary to 
the analogy of faith, but clearly hold up 
Christ as the exalted head of the church ; 
without whom we can do nothing in voca- 
tion, justification, sanctification, or glori- 
fication ; out of whose fulness alone we 
receive grace for grace ; and by virtue 
of union and communion with him, as the 
living vine, we become fruitful branches, 
whereby our heavenly Father is much 
glorified. Hence shall it appear to the 
whole world that they who preacll Jesus 
in all his offices, relations and fulness, 
hold not the truth in unrighteousness ; 
that they make not Christ the minister of 
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sin ; nor, as we are slanderously reported, 
and as some affirm that we say (as they 
did of St. Paul before us,) u Let us do 
evil that good may come." (Rom. iii. 8.) 
But being filled with the fruits of righte- 
ousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto 
the praise and glory of God, may they 
confute (both in principle and practice) 
such false aspersions ; put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men by well doing ; 
and prove to a demonstration, that they 
which believe in God are careful to main- 
tain good works; and that those only 
who have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
and walk in him, are acquainted with the 
true nature of, or shew forth in their 
lives and conversation, that evangelical 
and practical holiness, which necessarily 
springs from saving faith wrought in a 
justified soul by the Spirit of God; and 
without which no man shall see the Lord ! 
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As many as walk according to ibis 
rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and 
upon the Whole Israel of God ! Amen. 

T. Wills. 

Islington, Jan. 1, 1796. 
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A DISCOURSE 

DELIVERED PREVIOU8 TO THK COMMEMORATION OF 
THE SUFFERINGS AND DEATH OF C HEIST IN THE 
ORDINANCE OF THE LORD* 8 8 UPPER. 

Beloved in the Lord, being assembled at 
this time, in order to the celebration of 
Christ's sorrows, agonies, blood-shed- % 
ding, sacrifice, and death, by waiting upon 
him in the ordinance of his Supper, in 
which a believer in Jesus cannot but long 
for some divine fellowship with his belo- 
ved Saviour : — I have chosen the follow- 
ing words, as affording suitable matter for 
our present meditation, from * 

Isaiah liii. 3. 

A MAN OF 8ORROW8. 

As the subject-matter of the Lord's Sup- 
per is the sufferings and death of Christ, 
so such as truly know and believe on him 
to the saving of their souls, in their vjh 
b 
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proaching the table of the Lord, long to 
have their souls more enlightened, their 
hearts afreshjtoflamed, their faith strength- 
ened, and their affections quickened by a 
spiritual, solemn, devout remembrance 
of* the amazing love, infinite mercy, and 
incomprehensible grace of christ, ma- 
nifested ia his inexpressible sorrows, tre- 
mendous sufferings, and expiatory sacri- 
fice, to the end they may tive him the 
glory of his finished Redemption. 

This chapter, from whence I read the 
words of my text, represents to the view 
df Taith Christ crucified, the person of 
our adorable Mediator, his covenant-en- 
gagements with Ood the Father on the 
behalf of the Elect, his incarnation in 
tittle, the immaculate obedience of his 
life, his soul travail, sufferings, and sa- 
crifice, and the fruits and benefits of his 
most precious blood-shedding ; together 
with his complete conquest and victory 
over all his and his people's enemies ; 
these /glprious doctrines, with all* the 
tyefflhigs which, flow and redound there* 
fixNpvwre mo$t divipely, fully, and clearly 
eifr^s^dfand exhibited in it 
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TJbe greatest act the Lord God ever 
did, the deepest mystery and. contrivance 
which ever lay hid in God, or that bis in- 
finite wisdom can bring forth, in which all 
his other counsels are founded, and in 
which they centre, is expressed bythe 
apostle in thfese words, "C^Bffas in 
Christ reconciling- the world ^^Hlmself, 
not imputing their trespasseermto'them : n 
1 which wor^s, (osays the renowned Char-* 
' nock,)are small in bulk, but great in rays- 
' iery. They comprehend the counsels of 
'eternity, and the transactions of time/ > 

I. have often observed to yoivthat God 
the: Father loved his people in Christ with 
an everlasting love ; that he chose their 
persons io Christ his Son before the foun- 
dation of the world, and blessed them so 
early, in .him with all spiritual blessings ? 
that the* anginal of the Gospel lies in the* 
eternal acts and transactions between ihe 
Father and the Son;, which bear the style 
of thai counsel of peace, and is - expressly 
declared to be between Jehovah and the 
Branch^ See <Zeeh. vi. 12, 13. / 

I h*ve also decl€tred,Jandfstill couti- 
n*te4o>d*clare/thttt what may be strict^ 
B2 
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and precisely styled Gospel, consists in 
this, namely, the eternal compact between 
the Father and the Son concerning the 
salvation of the elect ; which was carried 
into actual execution in the fulness of 
time, when the Word was made flesh, . 
and dv^lt among us, and bore by impu- 
tation ajrrthe sins of his people in his 
own body on the tree : and the prime ex- 
cellency of our most holy faith lies in 
having and holding fellowship and com- 
munion with the person of God the Fa- 
ther, and Jesus Christ his Son, by the 
grace and influence of the Holy Spirit. 
Communion with God is what all who are 
alive to God, and live by the faith of the 
Son of God, seek and long for, in their 
waiting on the Lord in his sacred ap- 
pointments. But as faith must be exer- 
cised upon its proper object, to the end 
that we maty enjoy spiritual fellowship 
and communion with Jesus, give me leave - 
to set before you/ in the words of one 
now with God, what is set- before us in 
the Lord's Supper : € You have here (says 
4 the incomparable Doctor Goodwin) re- 
* presented the King of Kings, the Lord 
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' of Glory, coming disguised in the like- 
' ness of sinful flesh frojn heaven, to re- 
€ deem his church, his spouse, from sin, 
' death, hell, and wrath ; hanging on a tree, 
• sustaining her person, bearing her crimes 
4 and miseries, and for her sake ericoun- 
4 teririg with, and conquering thereby, all 
' his and her enemies : and triumphing 
' over and making an open shew of devils 
€ led captive, because they were her ene- 
4 mies and great seducers ; and then fling- 
' ing off that form of frail flesh, and in an 
instant appearing in the form of God, 
' sitting down on the right hand of the 
s Majesty on high, in so great a glory, as 
' only, the only begotten Son of God and 
€ Lord of glory was capable to be arrayed 
€ withal. At the sight of which, and his 
4 first taking that place in heaven, all the 
€ angels of God fell down and worshipped 
4 him- Is there any such sight to be seen 
€ elsewhere upon earth ? Yea, doth Hea- 
€ ven itself afford such another, unless it 
4 be of him?' 

To have faith drawn forth by the Holy 
Ghost, and divinely acted, and superna- 
turaUy exercised upon Christ, as thus rs- 
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presented, is X trust, the prayer and de- 
sire of your hearts. 

My principal business at this time will 
be to keep my eye on these words of: the 
prophet, " a man of sorrows/ and to.give 
a brief, circumstantial account of our 
Lord's sufferings : in the prosecution of 
which, I shall have little more, to do than 
quote the Evangelists, whereby it will 
appear, that Christ may most emphati- 
cally be styled a man of sorrows. Let 
us begin with what befel our most preci- 
ous and adorable Saviour, who was, and 
is, and who ever will continue eternally 
to be, God-man in the person of one 
Christ. He having instituted his sacred 
supper, sung an hymn with his disciples ; 
which it is most probable wa& a part of 
the Hallel, or song of praise, which the 
Jews were obliged to sing on the night 
of the passover, which consisted of six 
psalms, the 113th, 114th, 115th, 116th, 
117th, and 118th. They did not sing 
this all at once, but in parts; just before 
drinking the second cup, and eating the 
Lamb— they sung the first part of it, 
which contained the 113th and 114th 
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psalms. And on mixing the fourth and 
last cup, they completed the Hallel, by 
singing the rest of the psalms, beginning 
with the 115th, and ending with the 118tb. 
Now the last part of the Hallel, Christ 
most probably deferred to the close of 
his supper, there being many things in it 
pertinent to him, and proper on this occa- 
sion, particularly Psalm cxv. 1. and exvK 
12, 15, and cxviii. 22, 27. The Jews 
themselves say, the sorrows of the Mes- 
siah are contained in this part. ' That 
€ - this is the Psalm or hymn, whieh Christ 
and his apostles sung, may (says Dr. 
' Gill) be rather concluded, than that it 
4 was one of his own composing ; since 
' not only He, but all the disciples sung 
€ it, and therefore must be what they 
€ were acquainted with; and- since Christ, 
€ in most things, conformed to the rites 
€ and usages of the Jewish nation/ The 
hymn being finished, our blessed Jesus 
went forth with his disciples into the gar- 
den of Gethsemane ; where, as the surety 
of his people, as the sin-bearing, sin- 
atoning Saviour, the wrath of his divine 
Father begins to fell upon him. The 
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Evangelist Matthew says, " He began to 
be sorrowful and very heavy." Mark 
says, " He began to be sore amazed, and 
to be very heavy." What an excess of 
sorrow do these words signify ! Sore 
amazed, sorratvful, and very heavy. How 
was his righteous soul encompassed, be- 
sieged, and begirt about with the wrath 
of God ! . An inward quaking, . an inex- 
pressible amazement/ filled his righteous 
soul ! and he took with him Peter, James, 
and John, who had seen him transfigured 
on the Holy Mount ; who were singled 
out from the other eight apostles., and to 
whom our Lord says, " My soul is ex- 
ceedingly sorrowful, even unto death ; 
tarry ye here, and watch with me. And 
he fell on his face and prayed, and said, 
lay Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me ; nevertheless, not as I 
will, but as thou wilt." u Surely, (as 
saith the prophet,) he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our sorrows ! " He 
took our nature, both soul aud body, to 
suffer in that nature, what was due to our 
souls and bodies. Our whole nature had 
-sinned, and our whole nature must suffer. 
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He suffered in bis soul, which is the prin- 
cipal part of our nature, as well as in his 
body, which is but the case or sheath of 
the soul. Some small respite seems for 
a few moments to be granted him, and he 
returns to his disciples, and found them 
sleeping. His sorrows are renewed, and 
return upon him, "and he prayed the 
second time, saying, O my Father, if this 
cup may not pass from me, except I drink 
it, thy will be done.* N But the whole 
storm, and confluence of divine wrath, 
must fall upon Christ our sacrifice, and 
therefore the conflict is again renewed: 
u And being in an agony, he prayed more 
earnestly, and his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground." Believers, what think ye, must 
the Lamb of God suffer, feel, experience, 
and sustain from a sight and sense of shi 
imputed, and the curse inflicted ? It was 
the imputation of sin to him, and the in- 
fliction of the curse due to sin, upon 
him, which filled his spotless soul with 
amazement, put him in an agony, and 
caused him to sweat great drops of 
blood, of clotted blood, that forced itself 
fi 5 > 
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from the veins through the skin ; yea, 
through his very raiment ! 

Those three favoured disciples, who 
had seen Christ shining forth with glory 
and splendour inexpressible, at his trans- 
figuration, now beheld him in his agony 
and bloody sweat ; he was now a man of 
sorrows. 

One observes, 4 That the state Christ 

* was in at this time, must needs admit of 
4 some shrinking^ in his human nature, 
4 encompassed with our infirmities. He 
€ saw the comforting influences of God 
€ suspended j the guilt of innumerable 
' iniquities imputed to him ; the indigna- 
€ tion of God, for our sins, breaking out 
4 against him ; and the law, edged with 

* all its curses, levelled at him ; and him- 

* self left to bear all this ! The appre- 
€ hension of all this, meeting in a clear 
4 understanding, could not but raise suit- 
' able passions of fear and trouble in his 
' human nature. If he had not known 

! ' the greatness of the punishment he was 
f to endure, he had undertaken to ransom 

/us from he knew not what. If he had 
< not feared it, he had not been a sensi- 
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} ble man ; if he had not trembled at it, 
* he had not been an innocent man. 9 
r Though the person of our Saviour was 
but one, yet he having two naturep, had 
two wills, a divine ^.rid a human ; other- 
wise, he were not God and man, Hfe 
human will is swallowed up in the divine 
will of the Father ; hence he says, * Thy 
will be donel* Having sweat bloody 
sweat, to cleanse his mystic body the 
church, from pollution, guilt, and filth, he 
knowing all things that should come upon 
him, goes forth to meet the traitor Judas, 
who came with a company of armed men, 
furnished with lanterns and torches, and 
weapons. The band of soldiers if com- 
plete, consisted of a thousand men ; Judas, 
one of Christ's apostles, was at the head 
of them, and was a guide to them* Oiir 
Lord goes forth to meet them, and says, 
"Whom seek ye?* They answer liim, 
Jesus of Nazareth. He replied, "I ain." 
Which words of his, being accompanied 
with the majesty and power of his "divi- 
nity, caused them to go backtvard, and 
they fell to the ground. After they hiad 
recovered their fright, he asked thtm 
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again, u Whom seek ye ? * On their reply, 
he says, u l have told you that I am," 
and then gives orders concerning his ele- 
ven apostles, who were all with him in the 
garden, saying, "If ye seek me, let these 
go their way." 

Let us now follow Christ, and take a 
view of the places he was carried to, and 
the circumstances and sorrows that befel 
him. Behold him as giving himself freely 
into the hands of his implacable enemies, 
who bound him, and led him away first to 
Annas ; from him to Gaiaphas, where the 
chief priests and elders, and all the coun- 
cil sat in judgment upon him: Our Lord 
being dragged hither like a criminal, now 
suffered the contradiction of sinners 
against himself: he is charged with blas- 
phemy, and they seek most unrighteously 
to take away his life. 
' While Christ was thus detained, and ar- 
raigned by the Sanhedrim, one of the offi- 
cers, with hellish spite, u struck Jesus with 
the palm of his hand," gave him a slap on 
the face, by way of insult and contempt. 
Here also he appears a man of sorrows, 
as betrayed by Judas, forsaken by his dis- 
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ciples, led to Caiaphas, and followed afar 
off by Peter, who falls so low as to deny 
his Lord. Now our Jestis being con- 
demned as a blasphemer, and pronounced 
by sinners as worthy of death, is used in 
the following manner ; the servants of the 
high priest and the officers, who were the 
guard upon him, seeing and hearing him 
condemned as guilty of death, wreak their 
hellish malice upon him : they spat on his 
face, boxed him with their double fists, 
smote him with the palms of their hands, 
either giving him many a slap on the face 
with their open hands, or else striking him 
on the face with rods. Hereby was ac- 
complished the prophecy in Mic. v. 
"They shall smite the Judge of Israel with 
a rod upon the cheek." Having covered 
his face and blindfolded him, they, by way 
of pastime in a ludicrous way, make him 
their sport and diversion, saying, u Pro- 
phesy unto us, thou Christ, who is he that 
smote thee?" Here we _ behold again 
Christ a man of sorrows, and may view 
him as described and set forth by the 
prophet : u I gave my back to the smiters, 
and my cheeks to them that plucked off 
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the hair : I hid not myself from shame 
aud spitting/ (Isaiah 1. 6.) Is this the 
perfection of beauty, the desire of all na- 
tions ? * How is his visage marred more 
than any man's, and his form more than 
the sons of men ! " What a spectacle of 
sorrow must our Lord now appear to be ? 
His face besmeared with blood and spit- 
tle, and his cheeks bruised With cruel 
blows, given him by the profane mockers, 
.who looked on him, gnashing with their 
teeth. 

After this night of sorrows and suffer- 
ings, the morning being come, the San- 
hedrim sat again upon our Lord, and 
having already adjudged him to death, 
'they now consult what death to put him 
to, and in what manner ; and they chose 
crucifixion, as the most ignominious and 
painful. They therefore bound him as a 
malefactor, and led him away to Pilate 
-the Roman governor, and delivered him 
up to him. In the pretorium, before Pi- 
late, Christ is examined and accused by 
the Jews, but declared innocent by the 
judge ; who sends him to Herod, who in- 
sulted hiui, mocked him as a king, and 
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made sport and pastime of him, arrayed 
him in a gorgeous robe, (perhaps an old 
worn-out robe of one of the officers or 
soldiers) treating our blessed Lord as a 
fool, and casting the utmost obloquy, 
shame, disgrace, and contempt upon him. 
After this, Herod and his men of war 
having set Christ at nought, he is sent * 
back again to Pilate ; upon which Pilate 
pronounces Christ's innocency again be- 
fore the Jews, and joins Herod's testi- 
mony of it with his own; all of which 
only increase the malice and rage of our 
Lord's enemies. 

His life they seek, his blood they thirst . 
to spill, his death only can satisfy them ; 
the governor therefore gives command- 
ment for Christ to be scourged ; which 
was accordingly done. The Roman sol- 
diers stripped him naked, bound him to 
a pillar, and whipped him severely. At 
which time that prophecy was fulfilled, 
* I gave my back to the smiters ; the 
ploughers ploughed upon my back, and 
f made long their furrows." Our Lord's 
sufferings at this time must be inconceiv- 
able ; for ttis was done preparatory to 
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his crucifixion ; which was a Roman pu- 
nishment; it being the custom to hang 
up the person naked upon the cross. 

After the soldiers had with inexpressi- 
ble cruelty scourged Christ, they crowned 
him with thorns, and clothed him in a 
purple robe ; all which was done by way 
of scorn. They put a reed, or rod, into 
his hand, instead of a sceptre; which, 
when they had done, then they, by way 
of scorn and rude derision, bowed the 
knee before him, crying, Hail, King of 
the Jews! And they spat upon him, 
and took the reed or rod and smote him 
on the head, rivetihg as it were the 
crown of thorns, and fixing them thereby 
deeper into his saered temples ; and they 
smote or- boxed him on the cheeks. 
Pilate orders Christ, thus miserably 
scourged, to be brought forth, that he 
should be presented, as* a sad spectacle 
to move the Jews to pity and commise- 
ration. And our Lord " came forth wear- 
ing the crown of thorns, and the purple 
robe, upon which Pilate saith unto them, 
' Behold, the Man!' " 

But, though a man of sorrows ; his 
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soul wounded, his body bruised, his 
blood streaming down his blessed cheeks ; 
his face and eyes swoln, his body being" as 
it were almost bathed in his own blood, 
which might appear to view, when the 
purple or scarlet robe was thrown back, 
- yet this sight does but increase their rage 
and clamour : u they cried out, Crucify 
him, Crucify him." Pilate vindicates 
.Christ's innocency ; upon which the Jews 
exhibit a charge of blasphemy against 
him, which put the governor upon going 
again to the judgment-hall, where he in- 
terrogates Christ on this fresh accusa- 
tion ; to which our Lord makes no reply. 
Pilate then proudly boasts of his autho- 
rity, as having the power of our Lord's 
life and death in his hand ; which caused 
our Saviour to break silence, informing 
him, that his delegated power over him 
was from above ; and he said to the go- 
vernor, " He who delivered me unto 
thee hath the greater sin." Upon this, 
Pilate sought again to release him; but 
through the importunity of the Jews, and 
from fear of their accusing him of being 
no friend to Caesar, as they prefer a mur- 
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derer to Jesus, he condemned our Lord, 
and delivered! him to be crucified. 

On this they immediately led him 
away to the place of execution ; he bear- 
ing a part of his own cross, to which he 
was to be nailed. But they took off? the 
purple robe from Christ> before th&y lied 
him forth to execution, and put his own 
raiment on him ; and oa his arrival at 
Golgotha, he was again stripped ; which, 
if we consider his bruised, mangled, 
wounded body, must be like flaying him 
alive; since the clothes ipu&t*be- as 
though they were glued 4o hisnbody* by 
means of the copious effusion of his clot- 
ted precious Wood ; therefore his wounds 
may be conceived to be torn open afresh 
by pulling off his garments. 

His body, which was immaculately 
pure and holy, the immediate formatioh 
of the Holy Ghost, in which dwelt all the 
fulness of the Godhead, was stretched 
on the cross* bis arms distended, his 
hands nailed, his feet hoped with pins of 
iron, and the cross, with his body fastened 
to it, lifted up ; when it fell into the pit 
digged for it, inexpressible anguish must 
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be felt and experienced by Lord in 
his humanity ! How are Jjpth his suffer* 
ings in soul and in body at this time most 
pathetically expressed in the following 
words : * I am poured out like water, and 
all my bones are out of joint, my heart is 
like wax, it is melted in the midst of my 
bowels. My strength is dried up like a 
potsherd, and my tongue cleaveth onto 
my jaws ; and thou hast brought me to 
the dust of death." 

As he hung upon the cross, the people, 
rulers, and soldiers, mocked and reviled 
him ; and on it he hung from nine 
o'clock in the morning, till three in the 
afternoon ; and for his greater disgrace, 
two thieves were crucified with, him, on 
either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 

Our Lord having hung from nine o'clock 
to twelve, the Sun was darkened ; and 
he underwent an eclipse, all divine con- 
solations being suspended,, he actually 
felt and sustained in his own soul the 
wholfe confluence of divine wrath; for 
three hours he opened not his mouth. 
At the close of these tremendous hours, 
he cried out, u My God, my God, why 
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hast thou forsaken me?" He was, as. 
one expresses it, forsaken of God in re- 
gard of the sensible comforts of his pre- 
sence, though not in regard of the invisi- 
ble sustentations of his soul. The union 
of the two natures was not dissolved, but 
the' comforts of the Father's presence 
were suspended. ' Christ (says a worthy 
4 man, the learned Charhock) endured aU 
€ the law imposed upon sinners ; whether 
€ in regard of loss by desertion, or in re- 
* gard of sense by malediction. Hence 
' he is said to be made a curse. (Gal. iii. 
' 13.) He is also said to be made sin. 
4 (2 Cor. v. 21.) And if so, he bore the 
€ punishment due to us ; since the law 
4 threatened a curse, and Christ bore the 
'-curse according to the threatening of 
4 the law ; he suffered that which the law 
' demanded of us, and was made such a 
€ curse as the law required. He suffered 
s those agonies which were of the nature 
4 of the torments of hell, and that deser- 
■ 4 tion of God, which is the sting of hell.' 
. Now, our Lord having, in every faculty 
of. his soul, and every member of his 
body, suffered and sustained all that' 
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wrath and curse due to the sins of all his 
people cried u It is finished." After 
which, with a loud voice, he cried, " Fa- 
ther, into thy hands I commend my spi- 
rit : " and haying said thus, he gave up 
the Ghost At which time the earth did 
quake, the rocks were rent, and the 
graves were opened; all acknowledging 
him to be the Death of death, and the 
Conqueror of the grave. 

Having set forth the subject so far as 
to give you reason to see, and say, that 
Christ was a man of sorrows, I proceed 
no further, but leave the subject with you 
for your devout meditation : praying the • 
Lord Jesus, to send his holy Spirit to bring 
to your remembrance, the sorrows he felt, 
and the sufferings that he sustained; that 
ye may most joyfully praise him at his 
holy Table, for his love, which is far 
beyond all the thoughts of men or angels ; 
for his death, which is the foundation of 
all your hope ; and for the innumerable 
benefits which he hath obtained for us by 
his most precious blood-shedding. Amen. 
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SERMON II. 

/ 

* — — ^B^^— — 

A SHORT DISCOURSE, 

PREVIOUS TO THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD*8 
SUPPER. 

Heloved ia the Lord, being met at this 
time, preparatory to the celebration of 
the Supper of the Lord, I will, as the 
Lord shall be pleased most graciously to 
assist, speak unto you concerning the 
nature of this most divine institution. 

It is a complaint which is sometimes 
made , by truly gracious persons, that 
^they do not find that spiritual benefit, 
feeling, and experience; that inward 
strengthening and refreshing of their 
souls j nor enjoy that real heavenly and 
blessed fellowship with God their Father, 
in Jesus Christ their Saviour, through the 
sacred influences 1 and breathings of the 
sacred Spirit within them^nd upon them, 
at the Lord's table, as they, have hoped 
and expected, desired and longed for: 
which, as it oftimes fills them with grief 
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and distress, so it has been found by 
them to be an hindrance in their coming 
before the Lord in the use of this ordi- 
nance with that hoty cheerfulness, bold- 
ness and delight, which is both their 
duty and privilege. 

I judge this to be the case : we have ' 
felt and feel a propensity, and are too 
apt to look to it more than to Christ in 
th$ use of it, and thus to over-rate this, 
ordinance, and exalt it beyond all other 
means of grace, which is very far from 
being right ; and for which we have not 
the least example nor warrant from the 
word of God. 

JBaptism, and the Lord's Supper* 
though positive institutions, and of a pe* ■-<■ 
euli$r nature, both of which are to re- 
main and be continued until the Lord - 
CpmQ : yet they are but means of grace ; 
they, oannot confer nor communicate itj 
nor is Any blessing to be expected from 
tliQn^ but from Christ, who is exhibited 
and set forth, in theft; who hath promised 
to ^ w^th hip qburcbes, people, and mi- 
nisters, ifl their observance of therm : his 
roy)4 command which lie gave to hi* 
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apostles, and (in them and by them,) to ail 
his ministers, being this ; "Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you." And his promise is, 
* Lo ! I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world." Amen. 

Both these ordinances, as appointed by 
Christ, have this peculiarity in them, — 
they are designed to represent Christ to 
our spiritual senses, as having been in- 
carnate ; and by his life, death, burial, 
resurrection, and ascension, completely 
finished the work of salvation. The pe- 
culiar design of the holy Supper being a 
memorial of our Lord's sorrows, agonies, 
sufferings, blood-shedding, sacrifice, and 
defrth. 

I freely confess, it is most truly to be 
desired, and what I would for my own 
part seek and importune the Lord for, 
to be filled by him with the profoundest 
solemnity of spirit, with the utmost exalt- 
ed devotion of soul, when engaged in the 
commemoration of the sufferings and 
death of our most dear and precious 
Lord Jesus. Yet I apprehend this is 
best attained, increased, and promoted, 
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by a true spiritual and scriptural view of 
our Lord's own end and design in the 
institution. 

It is an important truth which the 
saints, and children of u the living God" 
should attend unto, that all ordinances 
.which bear the stamp of divine autho- 
rity, and are parts of instituted worship, 
are appointed by the Lord for their in- 
struction, edification, comfort, and in- 
crease of faith, hope, and love. In the 
use of means the Holy Ghost is pleased 
to bless believing souls by shining upon 
&em, enlightening their minds, increasr 
jog their knowledge, directing their 
hearts into the love of God ; giving them 
real enjoyments of it, filling their souls 
with it, and carrying on within thenr com- 
munion with the Father and the Son, by 
which means they grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge *)f our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christy It therefore follows as a 
truth, that we mast have proper views of 
our Lord's end and design in his sacred 
appointments, that, we may wait upon him 
in bur observance of them to his real 
honour,; and to our own profit atid ad- 
c 
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vantage. With a view to the approach- 
ing solemnity, and as suitable to it, 1 
intend to set before you the nature, use, 
end, and design of the Lord's Supper, as 
selected from the 11th chapter of th6 
first Epistle to the Corinthians, the 23d, 
34ih, and 25th verses; in which Paul, an 
infallible apostle of Jesus Christ, gives 
us a particular account of it as he 
had it from Christ himself. His words 
mre these: u For I have received 
of the Lord that which also I delivered 
unto you, that the Lord Jesus, the same 
night in which he was betrayed, took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
brake it, and said, Take, eat ; this is my 
body, which is broken for you : this do in 
remembrance of me. After the same 
manner, also, he took the cup, when he 
had supped,, saying, This cup is the "New 
Testament in my blood: this do ye as 
oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.* 
In which words we have 4he Author of 
this institution, the Urd Jesus ; the time 
whe* he appointed it, " the same night 
m which he was betrayed." The institu- 
tion itself, and the use, design, and end 
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of it ; it is for a memorial and jemem*- 
brance of Christ: "this do in remem- 
brance of me." 

We will cast *he words into the fol* 
lowing method and order, by considering, 

First, the Author of ibis institution ; 

Secondly, the time when it was first 
appointed. 

Thirdly, the : institution itself. 
, And lastly, the use and demgn of it. > 

Ifwill, first> obser ve the Author of this 
kufti&ution i and it is our iLord Jesas 
Christ himself, who is, by, essential Tinrorv 
toe in the Grodhead with the Father and 
the Holy Ghost ; co-equal, co-essential^ 
and co-eternal— •* God over; all, blessed 
for srver. Amen." u The Son erf the living 
God*" He, as God-man Mediator, who 
® ".the brightness of his Father's glory, 
and* the express image of Ms person, 
Kin&trf; kings, and Lord of lords the 
lteadiofthis: church, and the Saviour of his 
mystic body, whom he hath purchased 
with Ms most precious blood, is the author 
of this sacred means of grace. 

He in whom, as God j and man per* 
aoialtymuitedy dwelieth k att 4he fulness 
c 2 
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of the Godhead" substantially, who is the 
one true and alone Mediator of his church, 
having " all power in heaven and earth/ 
being filled, as Mediator, with u all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge ; ^ 
having a sovereign and indisputable right 
to ordain, settle, and command what ordi- 
nances he pleased, being Lord and King 
over his own house, the church; it pleas- 
ed his Majesty to institute this sacred me- 
morial of his sorrows, sufferings, sacrifice 
and death, as subservient to advance his 
own glory, and the real spiritual good, 
profit; and advantage of his beloved and 
called people. It pleased him also to 
deliver the. plan and form of the admi- 
nistration of this his sacred ordinance, td 
this his beloved apostle Paul ; who, as 
he received it from Christ himself, as 
risen from the dead and entered- into 
heaven, being crowned and declared by 
his eternal Father to be ".both Lord, and 
Christ;* so he faithfully delivered it, 
giving the very same account of it which 
he had received concerafog it from his 
Lord and Master, • . v w\ ? ■; 

If it be asked, when it was the apostle 
\ f. . v » 
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received from the Lord Jesus this ac- 
count of bis sacred Sapper.; the answer 
is,. he had it by revelation from Christ, 
either when he appeared unto him at his 
first conversion, and made him a minister 
and an apostle ; or he had it from him 
when he was caught up into the third 
heaven, and heard things unspeakable 
and unlawful for him to utter. , u For I 
have received of. the Lord that which 
also I delivered unto you, that the Lord 
Jesus, the same night in which he was 
betrayed, took bread." 
: The Prince of Peace, the Lord of 
Glory, the everlasting Father, even the 
great Shepherd of the flock, who is the 
author of their eternal salvation, insti- 
tuted this feast. The consideration of 
which demands our reverence and esteem 
of it, as an essential part and branch of 
sacred worship ; and it should teach us 
carefully to keep in view the end and 
design of Christ in his appointment of it. 

I proceed, secondly, to consider the 
time when the Lord Jesus instituted and 
appointed it ; it was u the same night in 
which he was betrayed which may 
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serve as a testimony to us, and lead us 
to take a view: of bis boundless; bottom* 
lessv < incomprehensible love to war da. hi& 
dear,, precious, and beloved fchildren and 
people, whom the Father; had given to 
hbm, and Cor whom he gave " hjn&self to 
be an offering and a sacrifice to God for 
a .sweet smelling savour^ 

This circumstance of time is mentioned, 
not merely to point out to us . that it was 
in the night when Christ celebrated it; 
but to signify that he foreknew all which 
was that very night to befal him. What 
griefs, sorrows, agonies, and sufferings 
he .was to he invaded, surrounded, and 
overwhelmed with I He being about to 
stand as the representative, surety, and 
Mediator of. his people, in their law- 
place, room ami . stead; to bear the 
weight of sin imputed ;. to feel the whole 
curse and wrath of his divine Father, due 
to the sins of all his people*, inflicted 
upon himself; to be betrayed by Judas, 
denied by Peter, and forsaken by all his 
disciples. And yet, as though unmind- 
ful of himself, and of what he was to sus- 
tain for us to obtain and accomplish our 
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salvation, he ordains this memorial, and 
gives this pledge of his everlasting love 
to his church, by appointing* this ordi- 
nance as, a proof of it. u The same night 
in which he was betrayed," before he en- 
tered the garden of Gethsemane, where 
he? might truly say, "Now is my soul 
troubled/* aad where he. did/ say, "My 
soul 19 exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
de^th;" where "he began to be sore 
amazed; ?md to lye very heavy ; 99 where 
u the sorrows of death compassed him 
about, and the pains of hell got hold 
upon him, when he found trouble and 
heaviness : n and being jn an agony, he 
prayed, and " his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling down to the 
ground when he might say, "I am 
poured out like water, and all my bones 
are out of joint; my heart is like wax, ijt 
is melted in the midst of my bowels." 

Though he clearly saw ahd knew the 
whole he was that night to encounter 
with, yet, as though he loved his church 
more than himself, and as if his thoughts 
were more employed and engaged about 
his people tb&u ypon his own personal 
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sufferings; he instituted this feast for a 
commemoration of his love. Stupendous, 
unutterable, ineffable grace ! teach us^ 
holy Jesus, to admire, praise,, and esteem 
thee for it! fill our hearts with a real 
sense and enjoyment of it ! let us have 
spiritual views, and high-raised appre- 
hensions of it. The institution of this 
ordinance by "the Lord Jesus Christy 
the same night in which he was betray- 
ed," may be looked upon by us as a 
sacred item, to assure us that his heart is 
immutably and eternally fixed upon us, 
and that he will remember us with ever- 
lasting kindness. 

I pass* on, thirdly, to consider the in- 
stitution itself, which is expressed thus : 
u He toQk bread, and when he had given 
thanks he brake it, and said, Take, eat, 
this is my body which is broken for you ; 
this do in remembrance of me ; after the 
same manner also he took the cup, when 
he had supped, saying, This cup is the 
New Testament in my blood; this do ye 
as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance 
of me." 

In which we have the signs, actions, 
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and command of Christ, and from which 
words of institution we will observe the 
following things : 

First, that our Lord took bread from off 
the table,, out of the dish, as a commemo- 
rative, significant, instructive sign and 
emblem of his body. 

Bread, which is commonly said to be 
the staff of life, as we consider it in its 
original, and also in its various forms of 
preparation through which it passes to 
become suitable and nourishing food for 
us, may serve to express Christ, his suf- 
ferings and death, by which he becomes 
fit food for our faith. 

Bread, considered as in its original, is 
wheat, or corn;, and Christ compares 
and styles himself u a corn of wheat." 
(John xii. 24.) As corn must be thresh- 
ed," winnowed, ground, kneaded, and 
baked to be our food; so Christ our 
Lord underwent a variety of temptations, 
sorrows, conflicts, and sufferings, that he 
might be bur prepared food, on whose 
expiatory death we may feed to the 
strengthening, refreshing, and comfort of 
our sotds. i 

c5 
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As corn grows out of the earth, so 
Christ, as it respects his human nature, is 
"the fruit of the earth, excellent and 
comely." And as bread i& a main part 
of human sustenance, as it nourishes and 
strengthens nature, and is a means of 
supporting and maintaining life ; so 
Christ is to the souls of believers, the 
"true bread of life/ who nburishethup 
their souls, as they feed by faith on him, 
u to life everlasting." 

Secondly, we observe, that our Lord 
having took bread, which he in his in- 
finite wisdom thought fit to set apart in 
this institution, to be a figure and symbol 
of his body, he blessed it ; either by ask- 
ing a blessing of his Father upon it, that 
whilst his disciples were eating it, their 
faith might be led to him, the " true bread 
of life ; * and to his broken body, that 
they might spiritually feed and live on 
him,, and by faith receive spiritual nou- 
rishment from him : or else giving thanks 
to his Father for what was signified by 
it, for the true bread he gave unto his 
people, even himself; and for the great 
love his Father had shewed in the gift 
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and mission of him for the great work of 
redemption, and all thp blessings and 
benefit* of it, which he sent him into the 
world to procure, and which were just on 
finishing. Also for all the might, strength, 
and assistance he gave to him as man 
and Mediator, in completing the business 
pf salvation for. his people. 

Thirdly, we observe, that our Lord 
brake the bread as a symbol of his body 
being wounded, bruised and broken, 
through bufferings, scourgings, platting 
ft crown of thorns, which, was put upon his 
head, and piercing his hands and feet 
with nails, and his side with a spear. 

Christ took the bread and brake it, de- 
noting his willingness to lay down his 
life, to suffer and die in the room of his 
people. Which done, he gave the 
broken bread to his disciples, bidding 
them to take it, receive it into their 
own hands* as an emblem of their receiv- 
ing him, and the blessings of his grace in 
a spiritual sense by the hand of faith, and 
eat it as a symbol of their receiving, 
eating, and living l>y faith on Christ 
crucified; saying, "This is vny tadg\* 
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which phrase is to be understood in a 
figurative sense; that it was a sign and 
symbol of his body, u which is given for 
you ; \ it being broken, to pieces, and as 
broken, represented his wounds, bruises, 
sufferings, and death, which was in their 
room and stead. u This do (says Christ 
unto them) in remembrance of me;" or, 
for a remembrance of me. . Which, as it 
declares the nature and design of the 
ordinance, so it also contains our Lord's 
dying command, which we do well to ob- 
serve and obey in faith, from love to him, 
and to his praise and glory. u After the 
same, manner also he took the cup after 
supper." The disciples and himself, hav- 
ing both eaten the Paschal Supper, and 
said, " Thiacup is the New Testament in 
my blood." From which we observe as 
follows: 

First, that the wine is appointed by 
Christ in this ordinance to be a symbol of 
his most precious blood ; wine, the blood 
of the grape, which makes glad the heart 
of man, is pressed from the grapes that 
it may be refreshing liquor to us, and is 
tlie fruit of the vine. 
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Our Lord says of himself, " I am the 
true vine." To which he may be com* 
pared, for the following reasons: the 
vine being a fruitful tree, brings forth and 
bears fruit in abundance, even in clusters ; 
so Christ, as man and Mediator, is " full 
of grace and truth," of all spiritual bless- 
ings, and exceeding great and precious 
promises. From him comes the wine of 
divine love, the various blessings of 
grace, and the joys of heaven ; that best 
wine reserved by him till last. 

Christ is the most excellent; to him 
agree all the properties of a real vine ; he 
really and truly communicates life, sap, 
juice, and nourishment, to the several 
branches which are in him. 

As the cluster of grapes must be squeez- 
ed and pressed, that the juice may be ob- 
tained ; so Christ's body was wounded, 
his soul bruised, his veins pressed, his 
hands and feet bored, that his most pre- 
cious blood might flow forth, to cleanse, 
heal, justify, sanctify, and comfort us. 

• As wine is of a cheering and refresh-* 
ing nature, so is a crucifiecL Christ to a 
poor sinner; and the love of Chsiafc 
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warms the heart, and revives the hope 
of: his people, who confess to his praise, 
¥ Thy love is better than wine." 
: Jacob, in his patriarchal blessing, 
speaking of Judah, from whom Christ 
the Shiloh was to come, saith of bim, 
u He washed his garments in wine, and 
his clothes in the blood of the grapes : 
Iris eyes shall be red with wine which 
may* says the truly excellent Dr. Gill, 
be applied to Christ, to the garment of 
his human nature, which through his suf- 
ferings and death, was like a vesture 
dipped in blood, and he became red in 
his apparel ; and his eyes red with wine 
may denote the joy and pleasure that 
sparkled in his eyes, when he shed his 
blood upon the cross, enduring that, and 
despising the shame of it, for the joy of 
the salvation of his people. 

Secondly, we observe, as Christ took 
the cup, and ordained it to be a sacred, 
commemorative sign, symbol, and me- 
morial of his blood, saying, u This cup 
is the New Testament in my blood;" so 
he also gave thanks, or blessed it, as he 
did before, when he took the bread, 
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Hence the cup in the Lord's supper is 
styled; '"the cup of blessing which we 
bless/ (1. Cor. x. 16 ) alluding to the act 
of the Administrator, in which the whole 
church present joins with him in the bless- 
sing and praise offered up to the Eternal 
Three, for all that love, mercy, and grace, 
expressed in the gift of Christ's person, 
and salvation by him. 

What were the express words our 
Lord used we know not. But we are like 
most rightly to conceive, that the subject 
matter of his blessing and thanksgiving 
to his divine Father, was, for all the glot 
rious fruits, blessings, and benefits, of his 
most precious blood-shedding. 

That it was a distinct act from that of 
blessing the bread, is clear, from Matr 
thews account of it, who says, u As they 
were eatipg, Jesus took bread and bless* 
$d it (or gave thanks) and brake ife and 
gave it to th$ disciples, and said, Take, 
eat, this is my bodyj and he took the cup 
and gave thanks, and gave it them. 5 ' See 
Matt.*xvi.27,28. 

Thirdly, we observe that he having 
took the «up, gave ttanks, blessed it* 
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appointing it to be a figure and me* 
morial of his blood, he gave it to his 
disciples, saying, according to Matthew, 
" Drink ye all of it," and Mark adds, 
« And they all drank of it," Mark xiv. 28. 
" This cup is the New Testament in my 
blood," an emblem and representation of 
my blopd, through the shedding of which, 
all the blessings of the everlasting co- 
venant, such as peace, pardon, righte- 
ousness and eternal life flow forth to 
the people of God: "This do ye, as 
oft as ye drink it, hi remembrance of 
me." 

As they received the bread, and were 
commanded by Christ to eat it, as ex- 
pressive of their faith in him, the bread 
of life ; so they were commanded to drink 
the wine in remembrance of Christ's blood 
which was about to be shed in the garden, 
and his soul to be poured out with his 
strong cries and tears on the cross for 
the remission of their sins. 

Having considered and set before you 
the institution, I come lastly to observe 
the use, end, and design of it ; which we , 
may easily understand from our Lord's 
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own words to be for a remembrance of 
him ; he saying, when he gave the bread, 
" This do in remembrance (or for a Re- 
membrance) of me." And having given 
the cup, he said, u This do ye, as oft as 
ye drink it, in remembrance of me." It 
also most clearly appears from the ac- 
count which Paul has given iis of this 
sacred institution, in which he informs us 
of the significancy of its several parts, 
its use, and end, that it is to bring Christ 
and his sufferings to remembrance. For 
as the bread and wine are symbols of 
Christ's body and blood ; so the breaking 
of the bread is a memorial of our Lord's 
body which was broken for us ; and the 
wine as poured out, being distinct and se- 
parate from the bread, is a memorial of 
the sufferings which our Lord sustained, 
when he made his soul an offering for 
sin. And believers in their observance 
of this ordinance should be employed in 
a particular manner in thinking upon, 
and calling to mind the love of Christ, 
to recollect with wonder, gratitude, and 
praise, his unknown -sorrows, agonies, and 
sufferings: Christ being here represented 
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their substitute and sacrifice, as having 
been made siu and a curse. He is here 
set forth as * evidently crucified before 
their eyes," as having finished the trans T 
gression, made an end of sin, made re? 
conciliation for iniquity, and brought in 
everlasting righteousness; and as such 
Jie is here the peculiar and proper object 
^jad subject of our remembrance. His 
sufferings and passion are what our minds 
and thoughts should be engaged and enit 
ployed about, and pur faith should herQ 
bp exercised on the slain and bleeding 
Lamb of God. For as the breakiug the 
bread, is a memorial of our Lord's body 
being broken^ it reminds us of his death 
pn the cross, which was a most painful 
ope. The cross was a rack A as well as 
gibbet, in which were many deaths con- 
trived in one. The body of our Lord, 
being as one justly observes, of most ex- 
pellent crasis, exact and just tempera- 
ment, his senses were more acute and de- 
licate than ordinary ; and all the time of 
his sufferings they so continued, not hi 
the least blunted, dulled, or rebated by 
the pains he suffered. The death of 
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Christ doubtless contained the greatest 
pains imaginable. 

The sufferings of our Lord's human * 
soul, which are represented to up by the 
wine as poured out, were beyond all con- 
ception. He endured in his soul the 
whole curse due to the sins of all the 
elect. And as Christ's sufferings in body 
and soul, together with the dissolution of 
his human nature, soul and body, by 
death itself, are what our faith should be 
engaged on, as the grand subject of re- 
membrance at the Holy Table ; so it be- 
comes us, as being one grand end of this 
institution, to have our minds solemnly 
engaged in calling over, and pondering 
upon, the everlasting compact between 
the Father and the Son ; the sacrifice of 
the immaculate Lamb, being the one 
grand article of it, and from whence it 
receives its everlasting efficacy to be 
available for us. Hence the apostle says, 
u By the which will we are sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all." Referring to the 
will of Jehovah the Father, notified to his 
coequal Son in the council and covenant 
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of peace, according to which Christ acted, 
and with whom, in the whole of his me- 
diatorial undertakings, work, and sacri- 
fice, Jehovah the Father was well pleased. 
We should so remember Christ's offering 
himself, as to put our whole trust and 
confidence in his propitiary oblation. Let 
us look up to the Holy Spirit for his gra- 
cious influences and presence with our 
souls, that in waiting upon the Lord at 
his table, we may inwardly experience, 
feel, and have actual fellowship with Christ 
in all the blessings and benefits of his 
one sacrifice upon the cross. . 

The Lord bless what has been deli- 
vered as far as agreeable to his will — 
Amen. 
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A DISCOURSE 

DELIVERED PREVIOUS TO THE CELEBRATION OJF THE 
LORD'S SUPPER. 

Dearly beloved in the Lord, being as* 
seai bled at this time for the mutual ex- 
ercise of prayer and praise, previous to 
our remembrance of Christ's sufferings 
and death in the celebration of his holy 
supper; I shall, therefore, according to 
our usual method and custom, as the 
Lord may be pleased most graciously to 
assist, give you. a word for the employ- 
ment of your minds and thoughts suitable 
to the present meeting. I would, if the 
Lord pleased, lead you to consider the 
ineffable love, stupendous grac^ and 
everlasting mercy of our great High 
Priest, Christ Jesus, by wJbiom we draw 
nigh unto God: 

. It is an evei-lasting trutji* thfit Jesus 
our beloved, is worthy. q( all our; love, 
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thoughts, and affections, and deserves 
most worthily to have the chiefest place 
in our hearts and minds ; for his glory " is 
above the earth and heavens/ his love 

* passeth knowledge/ his mercy is from 

* everlasting to everlasting/ his redemp- 
tion is u eternal," and his fulness of grace 
and glory is inexhaustible. 

When we contemplate Christ's life of 
essential blessedness and felicity which 
he lived as "the-Son<>f the living God/ 
as co-equal, co-eternal, and con-substan* 
tial with the Father; being by essential 
union one in the incomprehensible Es* 
sence or Godhead, with the Fatbetf'stad 
the Spirit, who, as such, hath infinite, im- 
mutable blessedness in himself arising 
from the boundless perfections of the 
divine nature, and the ineffable, mutaal 
love of the blessed persons in the Holy 
Trinity, in and towards each other : we 
inky #ell stand surprised, overwhelmed* 
and amazed, at the infinite love of Christ 
towards his church, who from everlast- 
ing purposed and engaged to become in* 
carnate; and in bis incarnate state, to 
manifest the heights, depths, lengths; 
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and breadths of his love to his chosen 
and beloved ones. 

Under proper views of it, we may well 
Ml down before him, crying, u Salva- 
tion, honour, glory, power, and blessing 
unto the Lord our God." 

Upon a former occasion of this kind, I 
aimed, according to my slender ability, 
to set before you the account which Paul 
gives us of the Lords supper; in which 
I observed the author of it, the Lord 
Jesus, the time when, and the manner in 
which it was instituted and administered 
by him, the significancy of its several 
parts, its use and end. I shall now select 
from the eleventh chapter of the first 
epistle to the Corinthians, the 26th verse, 
as containing proper matter for our faith 
to be engaged upon at this time. The 
words are these : 

"FOft Aft 6FT A8 YE EAT THIS BREAD, AND DRINK 
THIS CUP, YE DO SHEW THE LOUD 8 DEATH TILL 
HE COME." . . 

As these words stand closely connect- 
ed with the former, which we have al- 
ready explained, and are addressed to 
those persons t<) whom this epistle 
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directed ; so they were designed to re- 
mind them of what is contained in this 
sacred institution, that they might know 
what they did when they celebrated it 
You may know and remember, that many 
of them slighted this sacred ordinance, 
made use of it in vain, and " discerned not 
the Lord's body," the excellency and 
usefulness of Christ's body, as broken 
and, offered for us, in which he bore our 
sins on the tree, and made satisfaction 
for them : a commemoration of which ifc 
made in this ordinance. 

The apostle, therefore, in the words 
before us, would have them know, consi- 
der, and understand, that the constant, 
uniform, unvarying end and intent of it 
was, to shew forth the Lord's death, and 
gives them an exhortation, command, 
and direction, saying, " Shew ye the 
Lord's death which words declare what 
the great end to be answered by the ob- 
servance of this institution is. . It is to 
declare, that Christ died for the : sins of 
his people, to represent him as crucified, 
tp spjt jfqrth. the msu^rof.his .sufferings 
by t ha^ngrhi^b^dy wpu^d, 
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bruised, and broken, and his blood shed. 
Also to express the blessings and benefits 
which come by his death, and his people's 
faith of interest in them ; to shew their 
sense of gratitude, and declare their 
thankfulness to him for them. 

I will cast the words of my text into the 
following particulars : by observing, 

. First, that the Lord's supper was in- 
stituted, and is observed, for the remem- 
bering and shewing forth the death of 
Christ. 

Secondly, that it ought * frequently to 
be celebrated. 

And lastly, that it is a perpetual and 
lasting institution, which is to be conti- 
nued until the LorH come. 

I am, in the first place, to observe, 
that the Lord's supper was instituted, and 
is observed, " for the remembering and 
shewing forth the death of Christ." 

This appears from the words of the 
institution, "This is my body which is 
broken for you, this do in remembrance 
of me. This cup is the New Testament 
in toy blood, this do ye as oft as ye drink 
it, in remembrance of me." 

D 
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The actions of minister and people, in 
taking, blessing, breaking, giving, eating, 
and drinking, are commemorative signs 
of Christ r and memorials of his passion. 

One observes, that the name of this, 
ordinance doth plainly, exalt Christ's per- 
son, when it is called the lord's supper. 
That Christ's death is exalted, wfren it is 
Galled "the Nfew Testament in his blood : n 
that hk sorrows, blood, and the everlast- 
ing efficacy of his sacrifice, are exalted 
in the scripture-names given to this in- 
stitution by the Holy Ghost, and by which 
it is called in the Word, which are, u the 
Lord's supper, breaking of bread, Lord's 
table, feast, the communion of the body, 
of Christ, and the New Testament iff 
Christ's blood;" for which, see 1 Cor- 
*i. 20 ; 1 Cor. x. 21 ; 1 Cor. v. 8 ; 1 Cor. 
x, 16; Acts ii. 42 ; 1 Cor. xL 25. Bufc 
to proceed : the bread, which in this or-: 
dinance is broken to represent Christ to 
our faith, as broken in body, and bruised 
iq his *oul for us, and for our transgresn 
sions; go we hereby do solemnly call to 
mind and recognize, bow his sacred body; 
was broken, v?heu buffeted, scowgecU 
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crowned with thorns, stretched on the 
cross, nailed to it, and pierced with a 
spear. 

The wine, as poured forth, serves to 
direct our thoughts, especially when they 
are properly influenced by the Holy 
Ghost, to recollect with reverenoe, and 
contemplate by faith, the inexpressible 
sorrows, agonies, sufferings, and soul- 
travail of our Lord, when he made his 
soul an offering for sin. "When u the 
Lord laid on him the iniquities of u& all 
when all the iniquities of his people 
'being laid on him, and imputed by Jeho- 
vah the Father, with all their guiK and 
filth to him ; the wrath of God, compara- 
ble to fire, flamed forth against and light- 
ed upon him. The curse of the law seiz- 
ing upon, and taking bold of him, put 
him into an agony/ which forced from 
him a bloody sweat. His soul and body 
in every part, sense, and faculty, being 
at this time, the subjects of all those 
pains, sorrows and sufferings, which were 
the true and proper desert of sin. The 
human nature of Christ, though assumed, 
united, and existing in personal union 
d2 
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and glorify his holiness; contemplating 
how highly valuable and everlastingly 
acceptable it was, arid ever will be, in the * 
. . view and remembrance of Jehovah the 
Father, who was glorified in appointing 
it, as his Son was glorified in submitting 
to be a sacrifice- 
As we read our text with the words in 
the margin, "as oft as ye eat this bread 
and drink this cup, shew ye the Lord's 
death they imply an exhortation, com- 
mand, and direction, given forth with, and 
enforced by apostolic authority. 

It is as a direction to us in the discharge 
of this sacred duty, that we may look well 
to the ends and designs of this holy insti- 
tution; we, apprehending how Christ, and 
what of Christ, is set before us in it, are 
through the gracious influences of the 
Holy Spirit, to seek that we may be spiri- 
tually engaged in the exercise of every 
spiritual faculty and grace; in shewing 
forth the Lord's death, in which all the 
perfections of Godhead are displayed, all 
the persons in the Godhead manifested, 
all the councils, covenant, and purposes of 
the Eternal Three, ratified and sealed 
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with the blood of Christ, all which is the 
otgefct dud subject of onr remembrance sit 
this feast, instituted by the Lamb of God, 
and for the commemoration of the love of 
God. 

As the renowned Charaock expresses it, 
€ Mercy could not be glorified/ unless ju*h 
4 tice had been satisfied; and justice had 
€ not been fevident, if the tokens of divinfe 
c wrath bid not been upon Christ; grace 
' had not sailed to us, but in the streams 
c of his blood; "without shedding of blo64 
' there is no remission," Justice had not 
' been so fully known in the etetfnal 
€ groans of a world of creatures, not 
c could sin have appeared so odious to 
' the holiness of God by eternal scars 
' upon devils and men, as by the deluge 
€ of blood from the heart of this s&- 
' crifice. 

' Wisdom, in the contrivance, had H6t 
€ been evident without the execution. 
€ The glory of the divine perfections bad 
4 lain in the cabinet of the divine natttrti, 
/Without the discovery of their Ml 
' beams ; and though they were active 
4 in designing it, yet they had not beeh 
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€ declared without brmging Christ to thd 
< altar. 

' The honour of -God the Father, and 
c the glory of the Son, depended upon 
'this poinf;, and ia this lait act threw off 
' all their veils, The trulji of God was 
c glorified in bringing things to a period, 
' and the obedience of his Son was glo- 
' rifled in his perseverance to the last 
' act. 

€ His gf*oe Was elevated to the highest 
4 note in the songs of atageb, and an un- 
searchable depth; of tnamfold wisdom 
€ was unfolded— a depth of wisdom more 
' .impossible to be comprehended in our 
€ minds, thail the whole globe of heaven 
' and earth in our hands ; duck wisdom 
€ of God iq thfe cross, as mg6h never 
' beheld iix his face upop his throne.' 

Jf it be asked, How shoftld believers 
shetv forth tod remember this death:? the 
reply is, reverentially ; considering how 
all the glorious em^nettions of Deity, and 
thfe infinite perfections of Godhead., shine 
fortl* in their brightest $pietiddur, #lory, 
and majesty, uplOit us, in the subjects 
matter of this ordinaatee. For here ive, 
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by faith, behold * the glory of God in the 
face, or person, of Jesus Christ." 

Also faith should here be exercised 
upon the efficacy of Christ's death. He 
did once offer himself a propitiation for 
sin, but he remains a propitiation for 
ever. He is the Lamb before the throne,' 
wearing the memorials of his passion, and 
is a Lamb newly slain, the virtue of whose 
sacrifice is continual. 

Believers should also with the highest 
gratitude give thanks to God and the 
Lamb, for the blessings of everlasting 
love, and finished redemption. 

I proceed to our second particular, 
that the Lord's supper ought frequently 
to be celebrated. 

Which may appear from the words 
before us, * as oft as ye eat this bread, 
and drink this cup;" for they imply it 
ought often to be done ; though hoW 
often is not determined. The per- 
formance, as commanded by Christ, u Dd 
this in remembrance of me," is urged by 
the apostle in the words before us ; but 
how often is not prescribed. 

It was often celebrated by the ancients. 
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Some think every day, from that scrip- 
ture, Acts ii. 46. 

That it was every Lord's day, is out of 
question, by the ancient writings, which 
declare the custom of the church ; it 
being then usual with. them to join this 
with other acts of worship. We read 
these words in the 20th chapter of 
Acts, verse 7. 66 The first day of the 
week, the disciples came together to 
break bread** 

And this was afterwards kept up in the 
church in the time of Justin Martyr, who 
flourished in the middle of -the second 
century, and wrote his first Apology, 
a.d. 140. 

It was also kept up by some in the 
time of Augustine, long after the other. 
Austin was born in Africa, the very same 
day Pelagius was bora in Britain. The 
latter was a great corrupter of the doc- 
trines .of grace, as the former was a de- 
fender of them. They both lived between 
the third and the fourth -century. And 
our own truly great Dr. Goodwin is of 
opinipn, that the celebration of the; Lord s 
supper shpuld make a part of divinp 
dS 
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*wship every Lord's day. Though it fc 
generally considered that this is not ate 
aoltitely necessary> and that the churches 
Of Christ are left at liberty ttf judge for 
themselves, how often it is expedient for 
them to observe it. 

. That it ought to be frequent, appears 
from the nature and design of the institu- 
tion, for, as it brings Christ to remem- 
brance, and presents Him to the view of 
our faith, in his love which be manifested 
hi his Sufferings, and dying for us, which 
tttfe so pleasant to God, that he would 
have the remembrance of it kept up in 
heaven hi the person Of his Son, and a 
remembrance of it in the church militant 
fry th*g institution. 

And as it is a means of grace, a spiritual 
banquet, in which Christ is pleased to 
feast and nourish the souls of his people, 
bf a real communication Of all the bless- 
ings of his death and passion, drawing 
forth their faith to feed upon himself, as 
ths very paschal Lamb of God, who was 
* Offered for them ; go a frequent approach 
to Christ a* bistable, manifests their love 
aa* ttffefction to him, and by his blessing 
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increases and strengthens their grace and 
comforts- 

If I Were to be asked, what the chief- 
est desire of a real believer at die Lord's 
table is, when he as truly spiritual! my 
Vpawsr tfould be/ it is that he m&y kho# 
more of the worth, value, and effloaey of 
Christ's oblation, and enjoy by faith in frfe 
own sctal, all the ricli fruits, blessings, 
and benefits of it. 

And, as one observes, it is the most 
probable time for the holy Spirit to per- 
form his great office, When we are en- 
gaged in this ordinance, with a principal 
view to remember Christ and his expia- 
tory death, for him to join in with the end 
of this heavenly institution, and to tttke 
of Christ's salvation, and shew it utito us, 
and also discover and manifest to ufc our 
owfe personal interest in it. 

From theSe ffew hints we may see how 
necessary it is for us frequently to attend 
the Lord's table ; and may learn, that it 
sfcould be otlr importunate request and 
piraye* to tbft eternal 'Spirit, that it may 
frtedse him to draw forth our faith into 1 
re&i act *md exercise, that when the 
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sacred symbols, emblems, and memorials 
of Christ's broken body and shed blood 
are before us, it may please him to lead 
lis. into real fellowship with Christ; that 
we, having communion with- him in his 
broken body and shed blood, and feeding 
by faith upon him, may be nourished up 
unto everlasting life. 

I come, in the last place, to observe, 
that the Lord's supper is a perpetual 
and lasting institution, which is to be con- 
tinued " until the Lord come." 
. As the gospel is everlasting, so the 
ordinances of it are everlasting also, and 
will remain immoveable and unshaken till 
Christ descends visibly and personally 
from the third heavens into the open 
region of the air ; sounding the last 
trump, gathering all his elect to himself, 
presenting them to his own view, and in 
the sight of his Father, " a glorious church 
without spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing," 

It is most probable this ordinance was 
never administered: by the apostles* nor 
observed by them, until the descent of 
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost 
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For after our Lord instituted it, he was 
absent from them only during his laying 
in the grave; and being risen, he was 
seen of them forty days, speaking unto 
them of the things pertaining to the king- 
dom of God; giving them clear concep- 
tions and apprehensions of the nature, 
use, and end of his positive institutions; 
of the form and order of his church under 
the present dispensation ; of the officers 
of it, by which means, when the Holy 
Spirit descended upon them, they were 
immediately qualified for the performance 
of every branch and part of instituted 
worship. It is likely and probable, that 
Christ appeared unto, and was with one 
or other of his apostles .every day in 
that space of time between his resur- 
rection and ascension, after which they 
continued with one accord in prayer 
and supplication for the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, who being given them 
about ten days after our Lords coro- 
nation in heaven, they then, and also 
afterwards, continued in breaking of 
bread. Acts ii 46. 

The continuance of this ordinance as- 
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aires us of the certainty of our Lord's 
second coming. 

As it leads our thoughts back to his 
first coming in the flesh, suffering and 
dying in oar stead, thereby obtaining 
eternal redemption for us, so it leads 
forward to expect and believe be will 
come again to put us into the full pos- 
session of the salvation which he hath 
finished : when there will be no more 
occasion of this ordinance, or any other, 
b«t all will cease, and God be "all in all." 

From whence we may observe, that 
Chrac* ciuuvk. mimaefs, gospel, and 
.'n£jzuac**k will he continued until day 
j&i jafcs .ever.* to an end : even to the 
«v: x* tie wvrii Christ's instituted 
^ tie «K rfonfinances, against 
tie rsces cc bell shall not be able 

\.h£ jss ill treanwanJs must be kept 
mri mr CAiist, (see 

\ T^ti. -. H. so ^&ei^ will be ministers 
h On^c 3/ JkW* *k ordinance even 

^ yttiri^ the solemnity, 
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greatness of Christ's personal appearing. 
Methinks it warms the heart, and en- 
kindles it with holy rapture. So that 
the language of many is. Come, Lord 
Jesus, come, quickly ! The Lord bless 
his truth to you. Amen. 
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SERMON IV. 

DELIVERED PREVIOUS TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

Beloved in the Lord, as closely con- 
nected with the last discourse I gave you 
on the Lord's Supper, I intend at this 
time to consider the 27th verse of the 
11th chapter of the first epistle to the 
Corinthians : 

" WHEREFORE f WHOSOEVER SHALL EAT THIS BREAD, 
AND DRINK THIS CUP OF THE LORD, UNWORTHILY, 
SHALL BE GUILTY OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF THE 
LORD." 

The apostle having given a particular 
account of the institution of the -Lord's 
Supper, with the form and manner of the 
administration of it, proceeds to shew the 
evil of an unworthy partaking of this ordi- 
nance, how that such are guilty of, vilify 
and reproach, the body and blood of Christ. 

As he had spoken of the continuance 
of this means of grace until the second 
coming of Christ, he draws this inference 
from the words before us, suited to the 
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case of these Corinthians ; the substance 
of which you may take thus — seeing this 
ordinance is appointed by Christ as • a 
sacred memorial of him, in the celebration 
of which, We shew forth and commemo- 
rate his sufferings, sacrifice, and death ; 
therefore an unbecoming frame and car- 
riage at the Lord's table is a reflection 
upon Christ's majesty and authority ; it is 
a casting contempt upon the body and 
blood of Christ, which is represented iii 
the symbols and emblems of it; the bread 
and cup, which Paul calls u the bread and 
<5up of the Lord," because ate and drank 
in remembrance of him. 

To the intent I may open these words> 
without the least design to wound, or in- 
jure you, whilst at the same time I would 
aim to maintain and preserve the whole 
emphasis and elixir of them, I propose to 
consider them in the following method 
and order : 

First, by setting before you the peculiar 
case of these Corinthians as a church, and 
what their unworthy receiving consisted in. 

Secondly, what unworthy receiving, as 
it respects us, positively is. 
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Thirdly, the evil of it, which brings this 
guilt upon such, they profane that meaUs 
which Christ hath ordained for the re- 
membrance of his death. 

Iam, first, to set before. yon the pecu«> 
liar case of these Corinthians as a church, 
and what their unworthy receiving con- 
sisted in. . 
. It appears from this epistle, that this 
apostolic church was, as a church of 
Christ, planted by Pkul, watered by 
Apollos, and enriched with a variety of 
spiritual gifts and graces. " They eataae 
behind in no gift,? having all tho$e minis- 
ters and gifts whipb were peculiar to the 
apostolic age, conferred on tibem. They 
had. all sorts of church officers, viz; 
apostles, evangelists, prophets, teachers^ 
hfelps or deacons : and they had all sorts 
of gifts, such as the word ofwisdoni and 
knowledge, faith, gifts of healing, word- 
ing of miracles, prophesy, discerning of 
spirits, diversities of tongues, interpre- 
tation of tongues. 

Yet, with all these gifts, and Pmti's 
eye on them, they were d chitfch sadly 
out of order. Otit ijf which disorderly 
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state, light has sprung upon and shone 
forth to us. Hence, Dr. Owen says,, 
' The correction of their disorders con- 
c tains the principal rule for church com- 
' munion, and the administration of the 
' Supper, that we have in the whole 
' scripture ; which might have been hid 
€ from us/ but that God suffered them to 
6 fall, that through their fall, and by this 
( epistle directed to them,, he might in- 
4 struct his churches in all ages of the 
€ world. In and amongst the members 
€ of tKis church, many great, grievous, - 
' and God-provoking sins abounded, such 
' as contention, division, contempt of the 
' apostle and other ministers, neglect of 
€ church discipline, want of brotherly 
4 love, which appeared in their going to 
€ law ot*e with another, and that before 
' the Unbelieving magistrate; slight views 
' of the sin of fornication, many of them 
' inclining to and falling by uncleanness, 
' lasciviousness, and fornication, to the 
' great dishonour of Christ, the hurt of 
€ their pwn souls, and to the injury of the 
€ brotherhood/ 
These, mid many other sins and cor- 
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ruptions, were committed and connived 
at by several members of this church ; 
which led on to an irreverent behaviour 
in the house of God ; and issued in a con- 
temptuous use, or rather an abuse of the 
Lord's Supper, for which many of them 
had little or no value, preferring their 
love-feasts to his sacred institution. For 
which the apostle gives them a severe 
and general reproof, as you may see by 
* looking back to the 17th verse of this 
chapter; where he charges it home upon 
them, with coming irreverently together 
to the public assembly; that their di- 
visions broke forth among them, which 
arose from heresies which some of those 
persons had imbibed and maintained. 

I conceive from Paul's words in the 
21 st and 22d verses, that as they had 
divers ministers, so they had an adminis- 
tration of the Supper to divers parties of 
church -members, all which was contrary 
to the nature of the institution. 

One fruit of their divisions was*, their 
coming to the place of public worship, 
not so much to eat the Lord's Supper 
as to partake of their own supper, at 
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which some of them were guilty of drun- 
kenness, and contempt of their poor bre- 
thren, as you may see, verses 21st 
and 22d. 

To understand their case still more 
perfectly, let it be noticed, that these 
persons at Corinth, congregated into a 
church-state, were believing Jews and 
Gentiles, who had this custom among 
them which the Jewish believers were 
fond of, as it might seem to them they 
had Christ for an example, to have a feast, 
or supper, going before the Lord's Supper. 

As I have never yet met with any 
thing respecting this so satisfactory to my 
own mind as what Dr. Gill has wrote 
thereon, I will, therefore, for your benefit 
transcribe it. He says, c their view in 
' coming together, was not so much to 
6 celebrate the Supper of the Lord, as 
€ to partake of their own supper, which 
' was either the Paschal Supper, or some- 
' thing like it ; which many of them ju- 
4 daizing, observed before the Lord's 
€ Supper, in imitation of Christ as they 
€ pretended, who first eat the passover, 
' and then instituted the Supper. 
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* Now there being a good deal of luxu- 
4 rious eating and drinking in this anti- 
c supper, many of them came tog-ether 
c for no other end but to partake of that ; 
c at least this was their chief view, and 
c not the Lord's Supper : or when they did 
' meet together on this account, it was in 
c such an irregular manner, and so disor- 
4 derly, that they confounded these sup- 
4 pers together, and behaved so ill at- 
6 them, and eat the Lord's Supper so un- 
4 worthily, that it could not rightly be 
€ called eating of it ; or when they had 
' eat their anti-supper in such an inde- 
' cent way, neithef* staying for one another, 
( nor keeping within the bounds of tem- 
( perance and sobriety; at least having 
( indulged their carnal appetites to such 
' a degree, and raised themselves to such 
' a pitch of gaiety and cheerfulness ; it 

< was not fit for them to eat the Lord's 
' Supper, to go from such a full meal to 

< the table of the Lord/ 

And yet it seems, some of them, though 
more fitted and disposed for carnal mirth, 
than in a serious manner to partake of the 
Lord's Supper, yet had the hellish bold- 
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uess to communicate in such a carnal 
frame and spirit. So that their sin in 
" eating the bread, and drinking the cup 
of the Lord unworthily^" consisted iri 
coming irreverently; yea, it would seem 
from the 21st verse of this chapter, that 
some of them came drunk to the Lord's 
table, by which they profaned the re-» 
membrance of the Lord's death, under- 
valuing the meaus by him appointed, to 
partake by faith with him, in all the 
l>lessings of his sacrifice and redemp- 
tion. 

This being, though a brief, yet a true 
state of their case, no marvel for the 
arousing the careless, alarming the se- 
cure, to awaken the sleepy, to put back- 
sliders upon considering their sin ; and 
even for the bringing the truly spiritual 
amongst them to use this ordinance 
aright, the apostle uses this alarming 1 , so- 
lemn, awful^ tremendous sentence, sound- 
ing in their ears as pronounced by him 
like a thunder-clap, which one would 
suppose must make the guilty members 
of this church tremble : " Whosoever 
shall eat this bread, and dfmk this cup 
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of the Lord unworthily, shajBf be guilty 
of the body and blood of the Lord." 

I come, secondly, to shew what un- 
worthy receiving is, as it respects us. 

Without all doubt, this scripture, as 
well as all other, was written for our use, 
and we ought to attend to the end and 
design of the Holy Ghost in it, and may 
look upon it as a cautionary direction, 
given for the keeping up in our minds a 
proper reverence and esteem of Christ's 
holy institution; and as a preventive from 
our profaning the table of the Lord. 

To eat this bread, aud drink this cup 
of the Lord unworthily, is to eat and 
drink for unworthy ends and purposes, 
as all are, which do not answer the end 
and design of Christ in the institution. 
Hence we may safely say, to receive the 
Lord's Supper as a qualification for an 
office, is to treat this sacred ordinance 
with contempt, seeing it is a prostitution 
of it, and is not agreeable to the nature 

design of it. 
?i$To come to this ordinance with real 
We and delight in our hearts to siu, 
which we live in, connive at, and secretly 
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indulge, is to come unworthily. Also, to 
live in the neglect of secret communion 
with God, neglecting secret and social 
worship and duty in its various branches, 
is to come Unfit for this feast, which is a 
spiritual banquet, in which spiritual per- 
sons feed upon, and feast with u the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world." 

Whosoever, without a consideration 
of the Majesty of Christ in whose pre- 
sence we are, and who is both the author 
and subject of this ordinance; without a 
true and saving knowledge of Christ, 
faith in him, and love to his name, cause, 
and people, come and u eat of this bread, 
and drink of this cup," eat and drink un- 
worthily • for such come in an unworthy, 
irreverent 'manner, and coming thus, 
must come for unworthy ends and pur- 
poses, and consequently must receive un- 
worthily. 

It is also to receive unworthily when 
we rest in the ordinance, expecting that 
from it which we can only have from 
Christ. To which may be added, that 
unworthy receiving is charged by the 
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apostle, not only upon the professing, 
but also upon the regenerate Corinthian^, 
who for this sin fell under the chastening 
hand of God, that they might not be con- 
demned with the world to an eternal 
punishment. (See verse 32<K)f this chap- 
ter.) Though they were redeemed from 
eternal punishment, and renewed by the 
Holy Ghost, yet some of them were 
guilty of unworthy receiving.- 

The words before us, therefore, should 
be a directory, that we come before the 
Lord at his table, to worship him vritb 
reverence and godly fear : a for our God 
is a consuming firei" If it be asked, what 
property or perfection of God is express- 
ed by this word consuming fire ? I answer 
ito the words of Dr. Owen, 'It is the ho- 
'' liness of God, the purity of God's nature, 

* that can bear ao corrupt nor defiled 
-* thing. It is set forth by that metapho- 
' rical expression, " a consuming, fire." As 
*■ fire is the most pure and unmixed ele- 

* ment, and so powerful of itself as that 

* it will consume and destroy every thing 
' that is Hfot perfectly of its own nature ; 
'so is God, saith the apostle, a acpn- 
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* sumiflg fire :* and in all your serving 
( of Him, and approaches to him, labour 
' to obtain a frame of spirit that becomes 
e them who have to do with that God 
' who is so pure and holy,' he befog: 
jg&toms of his glory, observant of his? 
people, before whom all things are 
naked and open. It is one title given to' 
the Lord and master of this feast. He 
is " the Son of God, who hath his eyes 
Eke unto a flame of fire." 

The words of our text> without all 
doubt, concern and belong to elders, 
officers, and churches* and each indi- 
vidual who communicates at the Lord's 
table. 

' it should put eldfers> or pastors, u^ou 
searching into* and laying before the 
church the true use of this ordinance, 
that in their explaining the symbols and 
meitoiaals of Christ'fc- broken body and 
shed bloody they may through thp Holy 
Spirit s influenced, lead the church to 
behold Christ, u as evidently set forth as, 
crucified amongst them. n . 

A* it respects officers in Churches* who 
- ape hfelp9 to; the nikii&tear, aj^i^tUig hm&t 
£ 2 
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the table of the Lord, by carrying tke 
emblems of Christ's body and blood, the 
bread and cup to the people, that they 
look to it that the table of the Lord be not 
polluted. And every individual commu- 
nicant should be careful so to come hither,, 
as to answer the end and design of Christ 
herein; to the intent they may enjoy fel- 
lowship with him, and with each other, as 
being all partakers of that one bread. 

I proceed, thirdly, to consider the evil 
of unworthy receiving, which brings this 
guilt upon such, the profaning that means 
which Christ hath ordained for the re- 
membrance of his death. 

" Whosoever shall eat this bread, and 
dripk this cup of the Lord unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and blood of 
the Lord. Which words are alarming, 
tremendous, awful, and solemn. 

And t think as they respect us, they 
imply thus much, that whosoever ap~ 
proacheth the Lord's table, without a due 
consideration of the dignity of that which 
is represented by "the bread and cup of 
the Lord," dishonours that which is repre- 
sented thereby ; makes himself guilty of 
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profaning this means of grace, and vilifies, 
and, as it were, reproaches the body and 
blood of Christ, 

Such sin, in treating this ordinance with 
contempt, which is a symbol and repre- 
sentation of Christ For what reflects 
dishonour upon the ordinance, reflects 
.dishonour upon the body and blood of 
Christ, signified and expressed thereby. 

From whichwe should learn, to walk 
at all times as in Christ's presence, and 
when we are about to come before him 
at his holy table, it becomes us well to 
invoke and pray the Holy Spirit^ to fill 
our minds, and engage our thoughts with 
the love and sufferings of our Lord Jesus, 
that when we sit at his table, we may 
reflect spiritually, properly, and profi- 
tably, upon the divine mysteries of grace 
there recorded. May we, feeling the in- 
fluence of our text, treat with reverence, 
and approach with divine solemnity this 
sacred board, that Christ may be glorified 
by us, and that we may enjoy his heavenly 
presence and blessing. Amen. 
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SERMON V. 



DELIVERED PREVIOUS TO THIS CELEBRATION OF THE 
LORD*S SUPPER. 

I mean beloved, to fill up our present ex- 
ercise, by taking into consideration, and 
drawing some suitable observations as 
pertinent to our present solemnity, from 
the 28th and 29th verses of the eleventh 
chapter of the first Epbtleto the Corin- 
thians* 

"BUT let a man examine himself, and so let him 

BAT OF THAT BREAD, AND DRINK OF THAT CUP. 
FOR HE THAT EATETH AND DBIKKRTH VN WOR- 
THILY, EATETH AND DRINKSTH DAMNATION TO 
HIMSELF, NOT DISCERNING THE LORD'S BODY.*' 

The apostle having spoke , earner qutgg 
the evil of unworthy partaking of this or- 
dinance, how that snch.ajre gutfiy of, 
vilify, and reproach thfc body wA Wood 
of Christ; passes on to inform them, that 
previous to a participation of it, * mw 
should examine himself, seeing unworthy 
communicants bring condemnation upon 
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themselves, not having spiritual judge- 
ment to discern the Lord's body in the 
ordinance. 

In which words we have the following 
particulars : 

Here is first a duty exhorted to, self- 
examination. " Let a man examine hin*- 
self." 

Secondly, the punishment which falls 
upon an unworthy receiver : " he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth 
and drinketh damnation to himself:" 
-which is not meant of eternal damnation 
as is evident from the instances of the 
punishments recorded in the following 
verses, 30th, 31st, 32d, but temporal 
judgments ; such as weakness, sickness, 
and death, for which see verse 30* 

Thirdly, the sin of unworthy eating and 
drinking at the Lord's table pointed out, 
as consisting in " want of spiritual dis- 
cernment to apprehend the Lead's body." 
Of these things in their order. 

It is observed by Dr. Owen, that as 
the apostle is here rectifying abuse? 
about the administration of the Lord's 
Supper, so he applies particular, direc- 
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lions to all their particular miscarriages, 
and he gathers up all directions into this 
one general rule : u let a man examine 
himself, and so let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup." 

In which words we have an exhorta- 
tion, backed and enforced strongly and 
solemnly. 

The duty exhorted to is self-examina- 
tion — " Let a man examine himself." 

You may remember that the apostle 
described the sin of unworthy receiving 
in the 27th verse ; and here he points 
out the means of avoiding it in this 28th 
verse : from which it may be most safely 
pronounced, and most justly declared, 
that it is every man's duty, who comes to^ 
the table of the Lord, to examine him- 
self, with respect to his personal interest 
in Christ, and his right to this ordinance, 
before he comes to partake of it. By 
which also it clearly appears, that all 
persons who are incapable of this duty of 
self-examination, are not to be admitted, 
but stand excluded from this sacred feast. 
And that to the end we may rightly and 
worthily partake of the Lord's Supper, it 
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is incumbent on us to attend to this exer- 
cise; seeing Paul lays down this rule of 
examination before our approach, to pre- 
serve us from being guilty u of the body 
and blood of the Lord." 

I will endeavour to set before you what 
self-examination is, and what it should 
be particularly exercised upon, as it re- 
spects the subject before us. 

Self-examination is a reflex act of the 
renewed mind and conscience, whereby a 
man, as far as assisted by the light of the 
Word, and Spirit of God, doth discern 
the spiritual good and evil which is in 
his own heart, and in each and every 
faculty, both severally, and jointly or to- 
gether. By which means he gains an 
acquaintance with himself, his state, case, 
sins, corruptions, graces, declensions, 
and decays, and what real growth into 
Christ, and communion he bath with 
God. 

This I conceive to be, and consider as 
self-examination, and it is this which is 
here urged upon us in these words, u Let 
a ifaan examine himself." 

Which is thus to be performed : Be- 
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oiur souls are in, with respect to the ex- 
ercise of spiritual acts of faith, hope, and 
love towards and upon our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and. God ou* heavenly Father ia 

Also, what we know of this sacred in- 
st&utioa, what acquaintance we have with 
the subject-matter of the ordinance^ what 
owt views, motives, and excitements are, 
which cause us to attend it, and what our 
hopes and expectations in the Lord are, 
as to spiritual communion with him at his 
holy table. 

These things being impartially inquired 
into* upott which, as the proper effect of 
it, being in a spiritual sense made ac- 
quainted with ourselves, our cases, ex- 
periences ; what our real growth ia grace 
isy aurd seeing and feeling afresh, how) 
mash* we want a present commcmicationr 
o£ 'grace from Christ, having also an. hun** 
gee and thirst after him, as the bread off 
life, and wine; of divine consolation,- we 
may come forward to his table : yea, we 
a» commanded bjp the apostle* to: come — 
" Let a mail esamhto himselfy and so let 
kk»eabo£ tfeaft bread, apd drink ofthbt 
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cup. Let him come to the table of the 
Lord and welcome. 

I close this part of the subject with say- 
ing, that Paul, as speaking in the first 
place thus to the Corinthians, implies, that 
the want of spiritual examination was the 
cause of those miscarriages for which he 
taxeth them in the preceding verses. And 
secondly, as he speaks them to us, they 
shew, that he excludes none from attending 
to this direction. It is according to him, 
absolutely necessary at all times, and in 
all places, to a profitable attendance on 
the table of the Lord. 

I add, by it we are most likely, under 
the gracious breathing of the Holy Spirit, 
to exercise those graces upon Christ, 
which are peculiarly suited to the remem- 
brance of his passion. The exhortation 
which we have been considering, is backed 
and enforced strongly and solemnly, u he 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh damnation to him- 
self" ; 

_ Whidh leads me, secondly, to consider 
the punishment which falls upon an un- 
worthy receiver, which is pointed out and 
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expressed in this 29th verse, which is now 
to be treated of. 

You may conceive the apostle £s speak- 
ing thus in the 27th, 28th, and 29th verses : 
Seeing such profane the solemn remem- 
brance of Christ's death, and the memo- 
rials of his passion, as eat and drink un- 
worthily at the supper of the Lord ; let 
such therefore as would not in like manner 
be guilty of profaning "the body and 
blood of the Lord," try and examine 
themselves, because unworthy receivers 
* eat and drink their own damnation." 

This is the dreadful consequent of un- 
worthy partaking at the Lord's table. 

What unworthy receiving consists in, 
and in what sense such are a guilty of 
the body and blood of the Lord," I de- 
clared and shewed in our last solemn ex- 
ercise^ previous to the celebration of this 
institution, when I opened and explained 
the words of the 27th verse, " Whosoever 
shall eat this bread and drink this cup of 
the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of 
the body and blood of the Lord," 

I am now to set before you the punish- 
ment which falls on an unworthy receiver: 
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" He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, 
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself. 9 

The word damnation is most tremend- 
ous 1 it containing in the expression the 
essence of all misery — the greatest of aH 
evils which can possibly fall upon a ra- 
tional creature. 

For damnation consists in the destruc- 
tion of the well-being of the soul, and 
all its faculties for ever and ever. The 
thought, conception, and id&3 of which, 
is truly, yea, inconceivably terrible. 

Yet this word, which we in the text 
before us thus read, and which our trans- 
lators have thus rendered, damnation is 
in the margin, judgment. 

And commentators, among whom Dr. 
Gill is one, tell us, the word here* is truly 
no other than judgment, guilt, or condem- 
nation. 

To which may b$ added, as a further 
proof and evidence of it* the instances 
of the punishments reconfed in ^he fok 
towing verses* all which were of a tern* 
poral nature^suqh a$ weakness, sickness* 
and death* as yoi* way see in the 3Dth 
verse^ 
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But here it may seem to surprise us, 
that our translators, who were truly great 
and holy men of God, should, by translat- 
ing this word damnation, which is so read 
in all our bibles, give us such a shock to 
our very frames and feelings, insomuch that 
we may safely venture to say, some truly 
gracious persons have so quaked with 
fear at the sound of this most awful and 
tremendous word, that they have wholly 
abstained from the Lord's tyble ; and 
others have been so terrified and brought 
into bondage by it, that though they havq 
ventured to come thither, yet it hath 
with a slavish fear and trembling; thehr 
minds being filled with so much dread, 
that this part of God's service hath not 
be$n performed by them with holy cbeer^ 
fulness and delight. 

You will excuse n^e, if I venture frejely 
to give you my thoughts, while I do not 
force you to embrace them^ only propose 
them a& my qwnj and as containing a pro- 
bability in them, 

I conceive the apostle,, apd th&tr^nsr* 
lators, both in one mind in this, they 
were agreed in removing all distress from 
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the minds of the godly, and used no words 
with a design to hurt them, nor their souhs. 

I also consider the apostle and trans- 
lators, keeping a close eye on the Corin- 
thian case. And when you reflect upon 
their sins, irreverence, and disesteem of 
this sacred means of grace, this word as 
rendered damnation, might not be too 
strong for the carnal part of that church. 

To which I further add, that in the 
apostolic day, the sin of some church- 
members was sublimated to a more than 
ordinary height, and I conceive many of 
them might possibly sin "the sin unto 
death ; " from whence, as my own thoughts, 
I conclude, for the apostle, if he dropt 
the word in the most awful import of it, 
it was only agreeable to his office, to de- 
nounce a curse upon all profaners of this 
institution: just as he doth denounce a 
curse upon all, who under a profession 
of faith in Christ, secretly hate, despise, 
and oppose the gospel, saying, *If any 
man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let 
him be Anathema maranatha." 

Also with respect to the translators, I 
conceive them as entering so closely into 
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Paul's spirit, respecting the sin of cor- 
rupting and profaning this ordinance, 
that by rendering the word as they have 
done, they would point out to us what 
might possibly befal some of those per- 
sons for their contempt of Christ and his 
command ; and What would befal all who 
profaned it as they did. 

But as I by no means would force your 
judgment, and know you will excuse my 
digression, I would observe, that reading 
the word as you have heard it may be 
rendered, judgment, guilt, or condem- 
nation, that this shews us, the Lord's own 
people may, through unbelief, weakness 
of grace, and through the strength of in- 
herent corruption, behave unworthily 
at the holy supper, and be deserving of, 
and be visited with temporal chastise- 
ment, as a fruit and consequent of their 
sin, as we shall further observe, when 
we come to the 30th verse. 

I pass* on, thirdly, to consider, that the 
sin of unworthy eating and drinking at 
the Lord's table is pointed out, as con- 
sisting in the want of .spiritual judgment 
to discern * the Lord's body." 
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Which want of spiritual judgment, or 
discernment, was precisely and exactly 
the case, as it respected the unworthy 
and profane members of this Corinthian 
church : they bearing no greater respect 
to this ordinance* which was, to the faith- 
ful and truly spiritual among them, the 
means of enjoying communion with Christ! 
in the blessings and benefits of his body 
and blood ; than to any other corporal 
and common kind of food. 

Hence the apostle gives this as a rea- 
son, why they ate and drank condemna- 
tion to themselves, or contracted guilt, 
because they did not distinguish the 
Lord's supper from a common and ordi- 
nary meal; and this exposed them to 
chastisement, or punishment* 

Here I would ask, what are we to un* 
derstand by discerning the Lord's body ? 

I answer, to discern the Lord's body, is 
to have our spiritual judgments exercised 
at the ordinance, in contemplating the glo- 
rious end and design for which the Son of 
God became incarnate, to consider him as 
the immaculate Lamb of God, who bore our 
sins in his own body on the tree. Which 
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body is purer than the heavens in holi- 
ness, and higher than the heavens iu 
glory, in which dwelleth all the fulness 
of the Godhead. It is the pavilion of 
the Sun of Righteousness, the sacrifice 
of which, in. union with the person of 
u the only begotten Son of God," hath 
removed the sins of God's elect out of 
his sight, and by faith in the everlasting 
efficacy of that one sacrifice, believers 
draw nigh unto God. 

It should be spiritually considered how 
clearly Christ is presented to our spiri- 
tual senses in this ordinance. By the 
gospel he is preached to our ears, by the 
Holy Ghost working iu us, and upon us ; 
through the gospel be is formed in us. 
And in the ordinance of the Supper here 
we see, discern, and are led to perceive 
and apprehend, as the Holy Spirit is 
pleased to exercise our spiritual facul- 
ties, Christ in the most gracious, mys* 
terious, and wonderful ends which he had 
in view, in bearing our sins, sustaining 
our curse, triumphing in and upon the 
cross in his own person, over all his and 
our enemies ; entering into heaven itself, 
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in our nature, as our great High Priest, 
appearing in the presence of God for us. 

I conclude with saying, the whole of 
Christ is set before us in the Supper. 
We see him as crowned with thorns, and 
also with glory and honour. And when 
by faith, through the Holy Spirit's light, 
teaching, and testimony, we discern 
Christ as here set forth ; we, taking in by 
faith's enlightened eye, views of his an- 
cient love from eternity, his covenant 
engagements with his divine Father on 
our behalf, his solemn consecration to the 
whole office of mediation, his entrance 
upon it under the testimony of the divine 
Father, and the unction of the Holy Ghost, 
performing every part of it under the com- 
mission and broad seal of Heaven : these 
views must render him to us our heaven 
of delight, our all in all ; whose worth, 
value, and preciousness is above, and far 
exceeds the heaven of heavens. I would 
wish for no greater blessing at the Lord's 
table than to be thus employed. For 
faith thus exercised upon Christ will be 
accompanied with real communion with 
him. 
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The Lord bless what hath been deli- 
vered as far as agreeable to his truth, 
and be with us at his own table, making 
it a season of refreshing from his own 
gracious presence. Even so, Lord Jesus. 
Amen, 
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SERMON VL 

DELIVERED PREVIOUS TO THE CELEBRATION OT Tfli 
lord's SUPPER. 

Brethren and beloved, I shall close our 
past and present exercises with some re- 
marks and observations on the 30th, 31st, 
and 32d verses of the eleventh chapter 
of the first Epistle to the Corinthians : 

"FOR THIS CAUSE MANY ARE WEAK AND 8ICKLY AMONG 
YOU, AND MANY SLEEP. FOR IF WE WOULD JUDGE 
OURSELVES WE 8HOULD NOT BE JUDGED. BUT 
WHEN WE ARE JUDGED, WE ARE CHASTENED OF 
THE LORD, THAT WE SHOULD NOT BE CONDEMNED 
WITH THE WORLD." 

In the preceding verses our apostle 
gives the Corinthians a particular ac- 
count of the institution, use, end, signi- 
ficancy and design of the Lord's Supper, 
as he had it from Christ himself ; inform- 
ing them of the continuance of it until 
the second coming of the great God, 
even our Saviour Jesus Christ ; and then 
proceeds to shew the evil of an unworthy 
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partaking of this ordinance ; how such 
are guilty of, vilify and reproach the! 
body" and blood of Christ. 

To the avoiding of which heinous sin 
and guilt, he exhorts'them to self-exami- 
nation, using this as an argument for it, 
that such as are unworthy communicants, 
bring guilt and Condemnation on them- 
selves^ for want of spiritual judgment to 
discern the Lord's body; i.e. not dis- 
tinguishing between the bread, which iri 
this ordinance is the sign and symbol of 
it, and Christ's body, which is represented 
by it. 

The punishment for which sin he ex* 
pressed unto them by this figurative ei* 
pression, u eating an4 drinking judgment, 
guilt, condemnation, or damnation" to 
themselves, for want of spiritual wisdom 
and perception to discern by faith the 
Lord's body. 

The end .and design of th$ Holy Ghost 
in this word, here rendered damnation, 
or judgment, being to rouse, alarm, aid 
threaten the profaners of this saered or* 
dinaoce, giving them warning what they 
might expect, and how they would 
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visited for this their sin, it is in and undei" 
this view and consideration allowed by 
some, that the word damnation here, in- — 
eludes and contains both temporal judg- 
ments and damnation, and they say that - — 
our translators finding the word ambi- - 
guous, like men of integrity and honesty, 
have put the word judgment in the 
margin. 

And as though they would preserve 
both senses, to keep profane persons 
from the Lord's table, and to keep up in " 
the minds of nominal professors a proper 
esteem of this sacred rite, we have them 
freely and fully, as it were, expressing 
their own thoughts in the words given as 
an exhortation before the celebration of 
the communion in the Established Church. 
4 So is the danger great if we receive 
€ the same unworthily: for then we are 
4 guilty of the body and blood of Christ 
€ our Saviour, we eat and drink our own 
4 damnation, not considering the Lord's 
€ body, we kindle God's wrath against us, 
€ we provoke him to plague us with divers 
4 diseases, and sundry kinds of death/ 
Nor is this unlike the apostle's method 



EATING AND DRINKING. 97 

with the Corinthians, who, in his tenth 
chapter of this Epistle, sets before them 
bow the Lord had dealt with men of great 
characters, who enjoyed high privileges, 
who falling into sin, were severely pu- 
nished, which he treats of by way of cau- 
tion, that they might abstain from those 
sins, and avoid sharing the same punish- 
ments. 

And the words which lie before me to 
explain, are not wholly foreign from this. 
For though they speak immediately and 
directly of temporal chastisements and 
punishments, yet I conceive it may justly 
And properly be inferred from them, as 
though some profane unregenerate Co- 
rinthians, might be visited by the Lord 
in an immediate and particular manner, 
with the sorest marks of his divine dis- 
pleasure for this so heinous a siu. 

To express myself more clearly and 
fully unto you, I view it thus : that as at 
this time the word was spoken by the 
apostles themselves, who had been eye- 
witnesses of Christ's Majesty, which word 
was also accompanied with signs and 
wonders, and divers miracles and gifts of 
p 
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the Hoiy Ghost; so some of the sorest 
tokens of God's wrath necessarily fell 
rrpon some professors, who lived in sin 
under the use of ordinances, and perverted 
the very use and design of them. 

The apostolic office was an extra- 
ordinary office in the church of God, ap- 
pointed for the first rearing and governing 
the New Testament church, and to deliver 
that faith which was once to be given to 
the saints, as Jude expresses it, and they 
are entitled u the foundation the church 
is built upon." See Ephes. ii. 20. Which 
office accordingly had many extraordinary 
gifts and privileges annexed to it. Such 
as an unlimited commission to preach the 
gospel to all nations ; they had an infalli- 
bility in their preaching and writing, 
"which was absolutely necessary, seeing 
they were to lay the foundation to all 
ages. 1 Cor. iii. 10. They had authority 
and jurisdiction committed to them by 
Christ to act as elders in any church 
where Providence should cast them. 

As they were infallible as apostles of 
Christ, in doctrine, worship, order, and 
discipline ; so they had extraordinary 
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gifts whereby they might revenge ail 
disobedience. Hence Paul, speaking of 
some erroneous persons, declares a mi- 
nisterial act he bad dispensed towards 
them. He says concerning' Hymeneus 
and Alexander, who had tf erred from the 
faith, and made shipwreck of a good 
conscience, whom I have delivered unto 
Satan, that they may learn not to blas- 
pheme." All which was executed by an 
apostolical power be had of delivering 
the bodies of men into the hands of Satan, 
to be tortured and afflicted by him, in 
order to bring them to a sense of their 
sins, and as a chastisement and correc- 
tion for them, and a token of God's dis* 
pleasure at them : as appears from what 
befel the incestuous Corinthian, of whom 
tfie apostle informs this church in the 
fifth chapter of this Epistle, that this 
affair having been related. to him, though 
he was absent from them, he well know- 
ing all things concerning it, as perfectly 
as though he was present, resolved what 
should be done in this case by himself. 
And that was to deliver the man to Satan, 
ia the name, and with the power and 
p2 
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authority of Christ. When the members 
of this church were gathered together as 
a church, to be witnesses of this wonder- 
ful operation, to acknowledge the justice 
of God in it,' and that they might fear and 
take warning by it. At which meeting 
the apostle would be present in spirit, 
and the extraordinary gift of the Spirit 
of God bestowed on him, would be visi- 
bly exercised upon this man before them 
all, as if he was in the midst of them, and 
this not by any power of his own, but 
*with the power of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, that the 
spirit may be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jesus." 

As the miraculous actions performed 
by the apostles, such as healing the sick, 
raising the dead, and casting t)ut Satan, 
who possessed the bodies of men, were 
wrought to gain credit, and give con- 
firmation to the truth of the gospel ; so 
striking persons dead> as Peter did - 
Ananias and Sapphira with his apostolic 
rod, inflicting punishments on the bodies 
of some notorious offenders and heretics, 
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even to a delivering them up to Satan, 
to buffet, torment, and terrify them, was 
to keep up a due esteem and proper 
respect for the divine institutions and com* 
mandments of the Lord and Saviour. 

And truly when I consider the state 
and case of many of the members in this 
Apostolic church at Corinth, and the very 
speedy corruption of this divine institu- 
tion amongst them, I consider the words, 
if understood as used by the apostle, in 
the most awful manner, but suited to 
their peculiar case. 

For Paul preached, raised, and planted 
this church, as is most probable, about 
the year 54, and continued with them u a 
year and six months preaching the words 
of God among them," (Acts xviii. 11.) 

After which he sailed into Syria, from 
whence he proceeded to Ephesus, from 
thence to Caesarea, and Jerusalem ; and 
having saluted the members of the mother 
church there, he went down to Antioch in 
Syria, from whence he first set out, and 
having spent some time there, he depart- 
ed and went over all the country of Ga- 
latia and Phrygia, and came again to 
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Ephesus, where he continued for two 
years. See Acts xix. 11. 

After which term of time, an uproar 
was raised by Demetrius, a silver-smith, 
against the apostle, which was in the year 
of Christ 59, according to our Bible* And 
, it is supposed this epistle was written after 
that uproar, which seems to be a truth 
as may appear from chap. xv. 32. 

So that if we follow those who place 
Paul's first preaching at Corinth to be in 
the year of Christ 51, and place, as such 
do, the writing this epistle Anno Don. 
55, in the first year of Nero ; or as 
others, place Paul's preachings at Corinth 
in the year 54, and his writing this epistle 
in the year 59, it is all one as to this, that 
this ordinance of the Lord's supper was 
very early corrupted by these Corinthians. 

And here it may deserve an observa- 
tion to remark the craft of Satan, who 
works upon the church of Christ, accord- 
ing to the temper, climate, and disposi- 
tion of those amongst whom it is si- 
tuated. 

Corinth was the metropolis of Achaia, 
or Peloponnesus. It was situated be- 
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tween two great seas, the JEgeau and 
Ionian. The city was about sixty furlongs, 
or seven miles and a half from the shore 
of it. It abounded in riches and luxury* 
It was in time so much enlarged, and 
became so famous, that it was little infe- 
rior to Rome itself. Julius Caesar, moved 
with the commodious situation of the 
place, rebuilt it after it had been burnt, 
and it became a colony of the Romans. 
In this place Christ had a church, which 
jvas in the situation we have before de- 
scribed : many of the members of it had 
polluted the table of the Lord, to correct 
them for which, some were visited with 
pining sickness, consumptive weakness, 
and untimely death. 

It may not be amiss, under our present 
consideration of the verses before us to 
consider them in order. Here is the chas- 
tisement, or punishment expressed in ge- 
neral and particular, which fell upon un- 
worthy receivers, who as they eat judg- 
ment) or condemnation to themselves ; so 
they were visited with sickness and death. 
* For this cause many are weak and 
sickly among you, and many sleep." 
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Which judgments would be forborn, and 
might be prevented, if they would but 
judge and examine themselves before- 
hand, they would not then be exposed to 
such judgments. Upon which the apos- 
tle gives' this direction to the people of 
<}od, who though they may be afflicted ; 
and are liable to afflictions, yet they 
should take heed not to misinterpret the 
Lord's end and design, but should look 
on their afflictions, not as punishments, 
but as chastisements, inflicted on them for 
this end, that they should not be con- 
demned with the world. 

I will begin with the 30th verse : u For 
this cause many are weak and sickly among 
you, and many sleep." For this cause, 
viz. their irreverent, unworthy participa- 
tion of the Lord's supper, many of the 
members of this Corinthian church, on 
account of their profaneness, were visited 
with popular diseases and mortality which 
carried signs, marks, and evidences of 
God's displeasure towards the persons 
thus visited. 

Some, it may be, were sickly, languish- 
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ing in consumptive cases, others were in' 
very sickly frames, and some it may be 
had died suddenly and immaturely. 
Though suppose we conceive some uncom- 
mon sickness and mortality sent from the 
Lord amongst them, as peculiarly suited 
to their sin ; it is by no means unlikely 
or improbable, which opinion I confess I 
am not averse from, but inclinable to. 
For hereby the majesty^ honour and power 
of Christ would be most visibly display- 
ed; And one cannot but conceive the 
sickness, mortality, and deaths which 
were amongst them, were so signal, as to 
be visibly noticed by those who were 
without. But how did the apostle know 
why they were thus visited, and that their 
deaths were the fruit and punishment of 
their unworthy receiving? It is possi- 
ble and probable, it was the fruit and 
effect of the apostolic and prophetic 
Spirit he was endued with. Or, he 
speaks this, as says Diodati, 'by divine 
4 revelation/ 

The apostle proceeds in the 31st verge, 
to inform them, and us, that if persons 
would examine and judge themselves 
p 5 
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beforehand, they would not be exposed 
to such judgments. He had before, in 
the 28th verse, given a rule, which by 
attending to it, would prevent the sin of 
unworthy receiving, and he here again 
enforces it, as a means which would pre- 
vent their being visited by the Lord with 
diseases, sickness, and death, as signs of 
his displeasure with them as unworthy 
receivers- * If we would judge our- 
selves,* examine, search, try and prove 
ourselves, before we eat and drink at the 
Lord's table, solemly bewail, confess, 
and accuse, condemn ourselves and mourn 
before the Lord on account of what we 
are as fallen creatures, what we have 
been, and done, and are still liable to 
through « sin which dweileth in us, * we 
should not be judged. 

If in matters relating to the worship of 
God, and as it respects the administration 
oi this ordinance, and the receiving it, we 
regulated the whole according to the rule 
and standard of the divine word, we 
should not be judged by the Lord. He 
would not inflict those disease* aick- 
masses* and death on receivers. It follows 
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from hence, that some of the Corinthian 
believers, because of their carelessness, 
fell under God's stroke, had weakness, 
sickness, and death sent amongst them, 
as a chastisement, a temporary judgment, 
by way of rebuke. What for? I reply, 
not merely for their receiving unworthily. 
A sin I am unwilling to charge upon them, 
unless it be in a very low manner and 
degree. But principally in their conniv- 
ing at, holding fellowship with, and con* 
tinuing in church-fellowship with such 
persons whose lives were traly shocking y 
and infamous. 

Their not separating from such, not 
entting them off, and disinheriting them 
from all church-privileges, may be looked 
upon as their sin, and which by conse- 
quence was polluting, and a means of 
rendering the table of the Lord contemp- 
tible. The apostle in the 32nd verse, 
tpeaks by way of consolation to real 
soffits in this church state. u But when 
w$ ails judged, we are chastened of the 
Lard, that we should not be condemned 
With the world." Informing them hereby, 
that God intending by this me&ns to re- 
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duce them to their duty, and a proper re- 
verence and estimation of this his sacred 
institution, chastised them as a father, 
agreeable to his everlasting kindness and 
goodness towards them, being ever mind- 
ful of his covenant, of every article in it, 
and promise of it ; in which for his own 
glory and the real spiritual good of his 
chosen, he hath inserted this clause, "If 
his children forsake my law, and walk not 
in my judgments ; if they break my sta- 
tutes, and keep not my commandments : 
then will I visit their transgression with 
a rod, and their iniquities with stripes,* 
(Psalm lxxxix. 30, 31, 32.) In the per- 
formance of which part of the covenant 
God's free grace, his holiness, truth, and 
justice shine forth in his providential 
dealings with his people. Which is a 
method and dispensation by which he in- 
structs his people, and brings them to an 
amendment of their lives in an outward 
carriage and behaviour, by which they are 
saved from being condemned with tke 
world, viz. worldly men and contemners 
of God, profaners of his word and insti- 
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tution, who are fore-ordained to eternal 
destruction. 

I conclude, that the apostle seems to 
direct our thoughts thus : That some per- 
sons among these saints had sinned so 
grievously, and were visited so sorely by 
the Lord, as a punisment for their sins, 
that the spiritual part of the church were 
ready to interpret their afflictions as pu- 
nishments also, proceeding from the vin- 
dictive justice and wrath of God; which 
he endeavours to guard and preserve them 
from, by styling the afflictions which befel 
them, chastisements, suggesting they 
were fruits of God's fatherly love and' 
good will to them. "For whom the Lord 
loveth he correcteth : as many as I love 
(says Christ) I rebuke and chasten." 

May the Lord bless what hath been de- 
livered from the scripture before us, as 
far as agreeable to his truth, and as it 
may serve to be useful to us. Amen. 
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SERMON VII. 

Song of Solomon, ii. 10,— 13. 

jut beloved spake, and said unto mb, klsr up, my 
love, my fair one, and ookb away. for lo, 
the winter is past, the rain 18 over and gone. 

the flowers appear on the earth, the time of 
the singing of birds is come, and the voice of 
the turtle is heard in our land. 

the fig-tree puttrtfl forth her green fkjs, and 
the vines with the tender graph give a good 
smell. arise, my lovb, my fair one, and 
come away. 

At this season of the year, we are pre- 
sented with a most glorious disptay of the 
power, wisdom, and goodness of God. 
By the return of the sun, and by its benign 
influences upon our earth, we see mature 
emerging out of its barren situation itr 
which it lay during the winter*£easoo* and 
it is renewed and puts on a most delight-* 
ful, and beautiful appearance. The power 
of God in it is very conspicuous, and it is 
ascribed unto him in the 104th Psahb, 
verse 30. "Thou renewest the face of 
the earth." And the wisdom of God is 
displayed in the glories and beauties 
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which meet us in every part of the crea- 
tion, which shines forth exceeding beau- 
tiful in the spring, which is a kind of new 
creation; or rather, a resurrection, in- 
asmuch as those herbs and plants, and 
flowers, which were in appearance dead 
and buried during the winter, again re- 
vive, and yield their reviving sweets, and 
wholesome produce, and strengthening 
virtue unto us. 

And we may well be led to admire the 
goodness of God herein, it being an in- 
fallible truth, " that the earth is full of 
the goodness of the Lord." This most 
delightful change, which is now to be 
seen in the face of nature, is, under God, 
the effect of the gentle showers, the soft 
air, and the warm sun, all which contri- 
bute to clothe the fields with grass, the 
trees with buds and blossoms, the hedges 
with flowers, and to produce life and 
vivacity throughout creation. And it 
should serve to remind us of the most 
blessed effects, which divine grace pro- 
duces in the souls of the Lord's people. 
The scripture, which I have chosen to be 
the subject of our present- meditation, 
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contains a description of the spring, such 
as is inimitable. The Holy Ghost, in this 
divine treatise, which ' is styled " The 
Song of Songs," is pleased to consecrate 
a variety of images taken from nature, 
and makes use of them, and sanctifies 
them, to illustrate and set forth oar Lord 
Jesus Christ, aad his grace and love 
towards the church by them ; and like- 
wise to describe by them the graces of 
his beloved people also. The chapter 
from whence our text is taken, contains a. 
sacred dialogue between Christ and the 
church. He begins with a description of 
his own beauty and excellency, and goes 
on to describe the beauty and excellency 
jt his beloved spouse the church, and 

r " compares her to a lily, and calls her my 
love? which draws forth the heart of the 

*$%ide, the Lamb's wife, and she breaks 
forth into the highest praises and com- 
mendations of her beloved. She extdls 
him to the skies. And Christ vouchsafes ^ 
to bring her "into the banqueting-house, * 
and his banner over her is love." For 
there is nothing but love, everlasting, 
unceasing love, in the heart of Christ 
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towards his people. Christ having en- 
-ir tprtained his spouse with the blessings 
of his love, a solemn charge is given that 
no disturbance be made. u I charge 
you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by 
the roes, and by the hinds of the field, 
that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, 
till he please." Holy souls, when favour- 
ed with real communion with Jesus, are 
very watchful over themselves, lest by 
giving way to any carnal affections, their 
beloved Jesus should be offended. And 
then the church relates what Jesus her 
beloved said unto her. "The voice of 
my beloved ! behold he cometh leaping 
upon the mountains, skipping upon the 
hills.^ The voice of Christ is truly re- \ 
viving, charming, and ravishing unto the \ 
souls of his people. They account them- 
selves truly blessed when they hear it 
in the word ; and it is this which makes 
the word precious unto them. Many hear 
jffi e w ord of Christ, but they do not hear 
Cjrf jgfrm the word speaking unto them. It 
isrJhrist's voice heard in the word that 
quickens souls and makes them alive unto 
God. Believers hear Christ's voice dis- 
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tinctly and plainly^ and they admire 
and adore him for his marvellous grace 
and condescension herein. Behold, he 
cometh to meet his people, and to bless 
their souls with his loving-kindness, 
which is better than life itself. Leaping 
upon, and over all the mountains of dis- 
tance and opposition, of sin and guilt, of 
barrenness and corruption. Skipping 
upon the hills, denoting his eagerness to 
relieve, comfort, and enjoy the company 
of his prople. u My beloved spake, a,nd 
aftd unto me, Rise up my love, my fair 
one, an&fcpme away.' For lo, the winter 
is past, ijne rain is over and gone. The 
flowers aj&gjear on the earth, the time of 
the singing of birds is come, and the 
voice of tfy$ turtle is heard in our land. 
. The fig-trey putteth forth her green figs, 
and the vines with the tender grape give 
a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair 
one, and come away." The church here 
gives a particular account of what Christ 
said unto her. "My beloved spake." 
She calls him, * My Beloved." This is 
Christ's title, Beloved; yea, he is the 
well-beloved of his people. He is the 
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Father's beloved, the saint's beloved; 
and he is my beloved, saith the gracious 
soul. u And said unto me," distinctly and 
plainly, with an energy which cannot be 
described nor expressed, the effect of 
which has drawn my heart, and warmed 
my whole soul, u Rise up, my love, my 
fair one, and come away." And then the 
reason of his invitation and command is 
given ; u For lo, the winter is past, the 
rain is over and gone." I shall, in at* 
tempting an explanation of our text, en- 
deavour to explainers' the literal and 
natural meaning of the passage. And, 
secondly, the mystical and spiritual mean* 
ing of it. And, First. Here is a most 
beautiful description given us in it of the 
beauties of the spring. The winter is 
past, cold frosts removed from the earth* 
and the rains which fall in winter seasons, 
which serve to make it more dark, un- 
comfortable, and disagreeable for travel- 
ling, are over and gone. The heavens 
shine clear and serene ; the sun sheds his 
influences in a most bountiful manner; 
so that nature revives, and puts on her 
lively green. The showers of rain which 
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now fall, being for the refreshment and 
comfort of it. The meadows are clothed 
with grass ; all nature wears a smile, and 
the flowers appear on the earth ; the 
fields and hedges are adorned with them; 
gardens in which they are, filled with 
their sweet perfume, invite the beholder 
to come and see the wonderful works of 
God. The material sun shining on them, 
they thereby open and expand themselves 
and the gentle air breathing on them, 
wafts their rich odour and perfume, to 
the refreshment and delight of the ob- 
server. And as it were to crown the 
whole, the birds sit on every hedge, and 
warble from every tree their melodious 
notes, in voices unknown to us, praise 
their Almighty Creator and bountiful Be- 
nefactor. And it is indeed a most de- 
lightful concert of music which the wing- 
ed songsters warble forth. In it are a 
variety of sounds, each endeavouring to 
praise and perform its part best ; and as 
it were as the bass, the voice of the 
turtle is also heard. So that the whole 
creation appears as one grand temple 
consecrated to Deity. And as the spring 
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advances, more glory is discovered and 
manifested; every month brings forth and 
yields something more for the delight, 
use, benefit, and service of men. The 
fig-tree, at her proper time, putteth forth 
her green figs ; the sun, by its influence 
upon it, moves and draws the sap which 
was congealed in the winter, up into the 
branches, and this puts itself forth in 
buds, leaves, blossoms and fruit, which is 
a sign that the winter is past, the spring 
is come, and summer is at hand ; and the 
vines with the tender grapes give a good 
smell, all increasing the beauty of na- 
ture, and a proof of the advance of 
spring and summer. So that we may 
well behold, admire, and adore God, dis- 
playing his munificence herein. 

Thus much, then, for the opening and 
setting forth the literal meaning of our 
text. But our second consideration of 
the words in their mystical and spiritual 
meaning, presents us with a more glorious 
display of power, wisdom, and goodness, 
than can be seen in the visible structure 
of the universe, in the variety of creatures 
in it, and in the vast expence of Provi- 
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dence in providing for it. David, in die^ 
rout transport, says to God, u The eyes 
of all wait upon thee, and thou givest 
them their meat in due season. Thou 
openest thine hand, and satisfiest the de- 
sire of every living thing." 

None but an infinite and everlasting 
God could regulate the seasons of the 
year, crown it with bis goodness, and 
cause the clouds to drop fatness, open 
his hand of bounty, and satisfy the de- 
sire of every living thing. But creation 
and preservation, though the effects and 
frtrits of God's bounty are small, infinitely 
se y when compared with his gracious 
doings and dealings with his people in 
Christ. The words then, as they now lie 
before us, are to be treated as they re- 
spect their mystical yeaning. And in 
them we have, first, our Lord Jesus call- 
ings upon, and addressing his cSurch, in 
the most endearing manner, Secondly, 
inviting her to come forth out of her 
state of solitude, that he might enjoy her 
company. And, thirdly ; his renewal of 
it, saying, * Arise, my love, my fair one, 
and eome away." * My beloved spdke, 
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wid said unto me^ Rise up, my love, my 
fair one, and come away." These are the 
words of Christ which be spake, and 
which the spouse heard ; and they are 
words of marvellous grace ! The church 
©alls Christ, * My beloved for he was 
formed in her heart, there he dwelt, and 
his love was uppermost in her thoughts. 
Sis beauties had ravished her heart, his 
love had melted her soul, his righteous- 
ness was her wedding-dress, and his blood 
her atonement, and the foundation of her 
tope. And what Christ had said unto 
hter was sweet and ravishing. He had 
called unto her to awaken her attention, 
land to quicken her graces ; and he had 
addressed her in a most endearing man- 
ner. u Rise up, my love, my fair one." 

He would have her forsake alV others, 
arid cleave wholly and alone to him. He 
would have her forsake all carnal thoughts 
and pursue with vigour and spiritual ar- 
dour after divine, spiritual, and heavenly 
things. And he in a most endearing man- 
ner, calls her my love. For the whole 
heart of Christ is fixed upon his people. 
He loves them with a love which passeth 
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knowledge. He loved them so as to lay 
down his life for them. He loves them 
so as to set them as a seal upon his 
heart, and to engrave them upon the 
palms of his hands. He loves them so 
perfectly, that neither death nor life shall 
separate them from him. And they are 
his property, the purchase of his blood, 
the travail of his soul, the gift of his 
Father unto him. And they are his, as 
in a day of the Lord's power they make 
a free and full surrender of themselves 
up unto him, saying, " Behold we come 
unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God. w 
Christ not only calls his church, My 
love, but adds, My fair one. That God's 
jewels, the real sheep of Christ, and the 
lambs of his flock, are fair in his sight, is 
a truth which at times the Lord's people 
can hardly credit When believers are 
looking into themselves when they are 
exercised with the sight, sense, and feel- 
ing of the body of sin and death, which 
they carry about with them, they are 
sometimes led to question their state, to 
doubt of their own personal interest in 
the Lord Redeemer, and to ask, c If I 
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r am a child of God, how is it that it is 
' thus, and thus with me?' whereas the 
believer's fairness is in Christ, and it is a, 
matter of faitb, and not the subject of 
sense. Every believer, we^k, or strong, 
is one with Christ, and justified by God 
from all things. All his sins are washed 
away in the most precious blood of 
Christ. Arid he is clothed with the most 
glorious robe of Christ's obedience, in 
which he shines most completely righteous 
before the throne of God. The Lord's 
people are, in Christ, without fault be- 
fore the throne. Their sins are pardoned, 
their persons are accepted, and they are 
free from all condemnation. And be- 
lievers, in this. case, should not attend 
unto what they are in themselves, but 
unto what they are in Christ. Nor should 
thiey suffer the testimony of sense to pre- 
vail over and above the testimony of faith. 

Christ himself, speaking to his church, 
says, "Thou art all fair, my love, there 
is no spot in thee." It is in Christ alone 
that the believer is complete. Hence the 
spouse could say, u I am black, but comely, 
O ye daughters of Jerusalem." And it is 
o 
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well when the dear people of God con- 
sider and remember, that as their fairness 
and completeness is in Christ, so God s 
testimony concerning them is in the word* 
which word always contains in it matter 
for joy and consolation to the people of 
the Most High. Though we (as indeed 
we ought to do) esteem one saint more 
than another; and it is a sign of real 
grace, when our esteem is increased in 
proportion, as, in our own views, they 
advance in holiness : yet the Lord's love 
to his beloVed ones is equally the same. 

He loves the weakest as well as the 
strongest — the bruised reeds, and smoke- 
ing flax, are as dear and precious unto 
him as the strongest believers; for he 
loves his people in Christ, and views and 
beholds them ki him, and what he is, 
that they are before hito, beloved as he 
is, andT blessed in him with all spiritual 
blessings; and he delighteth and re- 
j&icfeth over them in Christ to do them 
good, and will nevfer remove bis loving 
kindness from them. It is sometimes the 
cq.iise why the faith of a child of God is 
weak and feeble, because he is looking 
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for something' in himself, as a reason and 
motive whv the Lord should love him : 
whereas the sole cause why Cod loves 
his people is in himself alone.—* I have 
loved thee, says the Lord, with an ever- 
lasting love." And this is the fountain 
from whence all spiritual blessings pro- 
deed. From his everlasting love towards* 
his church, he gave his only begotten 
Son, to live and die for the salvation of 
his people, and out of the same boundless 
love he gives the eternal Spirit, and 
pours him forth upon his people as a 
Spirit of grace and supplication, and 
God's love and grace are the sole cause 
and motive why he is pleased to pour 
forth himself in an abundant manner, in 
a way of grace and consolation toward* 
anil upon his dear people. 

Christ beholds his church fair— all f^iy 
^-and his fair one, as he views her in his 
own righteousness, and cleansed from all 
her sins and fihhiness in his own most 
precious blood, and adorned with the 
gfaces of his divine Spirit. And h0 
having thus addressed her, calls upon 
her,- and Invites her to tome forth out of 
g2 
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her solitude — "Rise up, my love, my 
fair one, and come away." The reason 
for which is given : u For, lo ! the winter 
is past, the rain is over and gone." 

This, in its mystical and spiritual 
meaning, may intend the following things: 
By the winter being past, may be meant, 
the wintry state of the Jewish church, 
while under the ceremonial law, and 
which is now abolished, Christ being the . 
end of it, as well as the end of the moral 
law also ; for as it pointed out the Lord . 
Jesus, and directed people to look to, 
and believe on him; so he having ac- 
complished all that was typically repre- 
sented concerning him in it, he has 
u blotted out this hand-writing of ordi- 
nances that was against us, which was 
contrary unto us, and took it out of the 
w;ay, nailifig it to his cross," 

The wintry Jewish state of the church 
is past* And it may likewise have re-, 
ference to the miserable state of nature 
in which Gods people are, before they 
arje bom of God, For before regenera- 
tion takes place ip. their souls, their un- 
derstandings are totally dark, the state 
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W kingdom they are in is called the 
^x>wer of darkness, No light from heaven 
4o comfort them, no refreshing dews of 
-grace fall upon them ; and as it respects 
their hearts, they are frozen, all flint, 
cold as marble, bard as the adamant, 
and have no expectation, but to partake 
of the blackness of darkness for ever, 
Yea, this is felt, experienced, and ac- 
knowledged by the soul, when awakened 
by the Holy Spirit, to be truly and really 
•the condition of every one in his natural 
"state. It is by regeneration God's people 
are delivered from this condition, and 
jpass from death to life, and by it are 
manifested to be the sons of God, heirs 
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ. The 
winter is a season which is uncomfortable ; 
dark days and long nights, cold storms 
.and much rain are naturally to be ex- 
pected. So when souls are first awakened, 
upon perceiving what their state and case 
as sinners is, they often experience much 
darkness in themselves, want of comfort, 
and of the reviving and refreshing in- 
.fluences of Christ the Sun of righteous- 
ness. These words then of Christ hold 
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forth much consolation, "The winter 
is past, the rain is over and gone," God'P 
(converted people may be backsliders, 
bat can never become unconverted. Once 
bom again of the Spirit, and we are born 
for ever. % 

And though in experience it sometimes 
may seem, to a child of God, that be is 
worse than he was before conversion, yet 
this can never be the case. For before 
conversion he was wholly, and only carnal, 
but by regeneration he is made alive to 
God ; is made a partaker of the Holf 
Ghost, and the Lord will u never forsake 
the work of bis hands; his gifts and 
callings being without repentance." Be*- 
fore conversion he had in him nothing but 
sin, but now the Spirit of God dwells in 
his soul, who has wrought in his heart 
such a rooted abhorrence against all sin, 
as shall never be conquered, though it be 
opposed, but shall in the issue finally pre- 
vail. The tointer is past, the state is 
changed* the heart renewed, the will 
subdued, the understanding savingly en- 
lightened with the knowledge of God. 
So that such can say, We were once 



8AWWMt AW SW&Wmf?. * ISP 

jcUrkness, hut are now light in the Lord. 
And as the winter is past, so likewise the 
rain is over and gone. By which I should 
understand the storms of divine wrath, 
which will never burst, nor faU, nor over- 
whelm the believer; he being secured 
herefrom by the Lord Je*us Christ, 
who saves his. people from the wrath to 
come. 

Again ; these words may. have respect 
to the spiritual revival of the work of 
grace upon the hearts of God's people 
after spiritual decays. For as it is in 
nature, so it comes to pass at times with 
truly gracious souls that as mists apd 
fogs arising from the eaVth darken the 
horizon, and intercept the light qf the 
sun from shining upon us ; so the mists 
and vapours of corruption which arise ip 
and from the hearts of believers, hinder 
them from enjoying those comfortable 
sensations of divine love, which they 
have in times past experienced. And as 
the winter is removed and dispelled by 
the return of the sun nearer to us; so it 
is by the return of Christ the sun of 
. righteousness, that the spujg, of Gpd> 
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people are warmed, enlightened, and 
quickened. 

Blessed be God v the pleasing spring of 
the year is come, through the manifesta- 
tion of Christ in the flesh, and by the 
preaching of the everlasting gospel, by 
which a spirit of holy freedom is enjoyed 
with God, and by which we have access 
unto him with cheerful confidence. And 
salvation from the Lord to wretched 
dying men is proclaimed by the ambassa- 
dors of peace : u God was in Christ re- . 
conciling the world (i. e. the elect) unto 
himself :" We were reconciled unto God 
by the death of his Son. So that the 
wrath of God can never return to deluge 
and overflow the people of God, for M he 
rests in his love, and joys over his people 
with singing." 

u The flowers appear on the earth, the 
time of the singing of birds is come, and 
the voice of the turtle is heard in our 
land." The rainbow in the heavens is a 
token of the covenant between God and 
the earth. u I do set my bow in the cloud, 
and it shall be for a token of a covenant 
• between me and the earth." And the 
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rainbow of the everlasting covenant 
round about the throne, is a full testifica- 
tion that all the storms of God's wrath 
due to his people for sin, are over and . 
gone. In consequence of it they are 
blessed with the light of life. u God 
who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath sbined, and doth shine 
into the hearts of his faithful people ; to 
give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ." 
And the Sun of everlasting light and 
righteousness shining upon them, and the 
sacred Spirit breathing upon them ; hence 
the souls of Gods people become fruitful 
in bringing forth the fruits of righteous- 
ness. The flowers appear on the earth, 
in the church, the field which the Lord 
hath blessed ; the flowers of faith, and 
hope, and love, appear. And, as in the 
spring-season, the fields and gardens are 
juiorned with flowers, so, under the in- 
fluences of Christ, and by his immediate 
presence in, and by his divine blessing 
upon, the word and ordinances, of his ap- 
pointment, multitudes of souls are con- 
verted, who are as ornamental in the 
G 5 
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church as flowers in a garden,, and wha 
yield a precious odour unto God, being 
richly perfumed with the grace of Christ* 
* The time of the singing of birds is 
come ; * this, in its mystical signification, 
I apprehend may be applied unto newly 
converted souls, who, being truly awakenr 
ed and turned unto the Lord, begin to 
sing the Lord's song in his church below. 

They rejoice in God, and yield unto 
him continual thanks and praise. When 
the church is blessed with a spring-tide 
of God's love, and the Spirit is poured 
out from on high, and this and the other 
person is born in her, then it is a time of 
singing indeed. The praises of God are 
warbled forth. Some in adoring thoughts, 
and devout transports, praise electing 
love and grace. Others, from the view* 
they are favoured with ofihe Lamb that 
was slain, and who is now in the midpt 
of the throne, are filled with love and 
gratitude to him who loved them, and 
ashed them from their sins, in his owq 
blood. Others, under discoveries of par* 
doning merpy, break forth, singing tkx& t 
" files? the Lord, O my soul : and all that 
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is within me, bless his holy name* Who 
forgivethall thine iniquities ; who healeth 
all thy diseases ; who r^deemeth thy life 
from destruction ;n who crpwneth thee 
with loving kindness and tender mercies." 
When, through the effectual grace of the 
Spirit, the redeemed of the Lord return 
to God, in effectual calling, and come to 
Zion, it is with songs of praise. And 
there is a wonderful variety in the songs 
of praise, which the ransomed of the 
hord h^ve in their mouths ; each one of 
tljem thinks the grace of God to be njar- 
vejlous indeed, and the methods of grace 
towards each of them to be full of mira- 
cles ; so that there is a holy strife and 
contention to ontvie each other : each ber 
laying hipiself to he t the greatest miracle 
qf graqe. And, indeed, every one of th? 
Lord's people have some peculiar mer- 
<Hes to thank Jehovah for. And here 
they are all of one heart and one soul, all 
Uniting in this, to ascribe the whole of 
their salvation to Gpd and the Lamb, 
apd to give the sola praise and glory of 
it tQ Father* Son, and Spirit, And I 
might here observe, what W?ss§4 songs 
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•of praise are warbled forth by those 
birds of paradise every sabbath day. 
Though it does not fall under our obser- 
vation, yet it is an infallible truth, that 
multitudes of souls are turned to the Lord 
by the preaching 1 of Christ crucified* and 
from whom Christ receives a tribute of 
praise, every Lord's day. What high 
praises of God will be in the mouths of 
his people this day ! Some, through 
faith in his blood, finding redemption in 
it, will cry out to his glory : " Thou hast 
delivered my soul from death, my eyes 
from tears, and my feet from falling." 
Indeed Christ's praise in his church on 
earth is glorious. But it does not reach 
and come up to the grand concert and 
hallelujah in Heaven, where all the saints, 
filled, perfectly filled, with the love of 
God, with the joys of the Holy Ghost, 
and looking stedfastly at, and upon the 
Lamb, as be shines in his meridian glory 
before the throne, cry, " Alleluia, for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth ! " Blessed 
be God ! as sure as any of us are brought 
to sing the Lord's song here below, as 
sure as we praise Christ from the ground 
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of the heart, and seek, through grace, to 
make his praise glorious, so sure shall we 
be admitted to join the heavenly host of 
the redeemed which now surround the 
throne, to sing and love Jesus Jeho- 
vah, as angels and saints do. And 
who knows how soon ye who love Jesus 
Christ in sincerity and truth, may quit 
your places here below 1 , and cease joining 
with the church militant, to worship with 
the church triumphant 2 Blessed ex- 
change ! O glorious prospect ! Trans- 
porting hope ! What, shall I, a sinner 
saved by the Lord, be admitted without 
spot or wrinkle into the city of God, the 
temple above, to worship the Lord with 
holy, with perpetual worship? This is 
grace indeed, which will astonish and 
ravish the souls of the glorified for ever 
and ever. Under the shadow of Christ, 
the tree of life, the rock of ages, shel- 
tered and secured by his promise and 
protection, how sweetly do the ransomed 
of the Lord sing ! And it will not be 
long before the sweet singing of birds, 
the ransomed of the Lord, I say, before 
their universal concert of hallelujahs and 
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hosanoas will be fully come ! " The voice 
of the Turtle is heard in our land," By 
the voice of the Turtle, in its mystical 
meaning, I should understand the holy 
and blessed Spirit, who was pleased to 
descend upon our all-glorious Imraanuel, 
tf in a bodily shape like a dove," (Luke 
iii. 22.) to consecrate him a3 the Christ 
of God. And it may be, the allusion in 
the text is to Noah's dove, which being 
sent out by him, brought in its mouth an 
olive branch, or leaf, whereby Noah 
knew that the waters were abated from 
off the earth. One can scarce read that 
history without considering how the Hply 
Ghost descended upon Christ like a dove, 
when he was baptized by John in Jor- 
dan. Jesus is the peacemaker ; he has 
made peace by the blood of bis cross ; 
and the Holy Ghost is the peace-bringQr ; 
he comes with the olive branch of peac* 
and pardon; he blesses the preaching 
jWfl publication of it by the gospel ; and 
he brings it home to the heart, by the 
sprmklmg -of the blood of Christ It i» 

PMPes the ppwsr of Go ^ if| ^ erU 
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voipfotting, and establishing the Lord's 
people. He comes to comfort afflicted 
consciences, to revive broken hearts and 
cjontrite spirits, by assuring them, that 
God is reconciled by the death of his 
Son, that he is at perfect peace, in Christ, 
with all his people ; that he will not be 
wroth with them, nor rebuke them. u The 
mountains shall depart, and the hills be 
removed, but my kindness shall not de- 
part from thee; neither shall the cove- 
nant of my peace be removed, saith the 
Lord, that hath mercy on thee." The 
Holy Spirit, in a most affectionate man- 
ner, delights to inform, instruct, and con- 
vince his dear people, that the winter- 
storm of Gods wrath is past, and the 
floods of his vengeance dried up. And 
he likewise swiftly and speedily flies to 
their relief. What a blessing that the 
voice of this Turtle is heard in our landi 
And the voice of this Turtle is heard in 
the church. It is his blessed presence, 
and his most gracious influences and ope r 
rations upon the hearts of poor sinners, 
which make them alive to God, and bring 
them near to Christ All the reed success 
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which attends the preaching of Christ's 
Gospel is owing to the eternal Spirit, who 
renders it effectual, makes it spirit and 
life, and by it conquers sinners, and com- 
forts saints. What an unspeakable bles- 
sing is it to hear the voice of this Turtle, 
speaking peace and pardon to our hearts ! 
O that it may be our prayer, that the 
gospel preached here, and throughout 
our land, may be accompanied with , 
the power of God, and that the Holy 
Xjhost may be sent down from heaven, to 
make it effectual to all that believe ! 
Here let us admire the love of God ; he 
gave his only begotten Son to be a sacri- 
fice for sin, and he gives his eternal Spi- 
rit to be a witness for Jesus, and to tes- 
tify how highly acceptable the offering 
of Christ's body and soul upon the tree, 
has been to law and justice ; and he sends 
his eternal Spirit down from heaven to 
breathe upon his church, to be the Lor4 
and giver of spiritual life unto them, and ' 
to perfume their souls, their hearts, and 
affections, with the savour and odour of 
Christ's obedience even unto death. He 
makes the name of Jesus unto them as a 
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precious ointment poured forth ; and by 
breaking among them this alabaster box, 
he sheds abroad the rich perfume which 
refreshes their souls, purifies their con- 
sciences, warms their hearts, and? eter- 
nally engages them, and attracts them 
unto Christ, who is in their esteem in- 
conceivably and inestimably precious* So 
that what Isaac said to Jacob, is the case 
of the church; u See, the smell of my son 
is as the smell of a field which the Lord 
hath blessed." And it is hereby that 
fruit, real fruit, is produced in the hearts, 
and brought forth in the lives of God's 
people, to his praise and glory. 

66 The fig-tree putteth forth her green 
figs;" which may be intended to shew 
how early, abundant, and excellent are 
the fruits of faith, repentance, and all the 
fruits of righteousness, which are by ^ 
Jesus Christ, to the praise and glory of 
God, are produced in the hearts, and 
brought forth in the lives of Gods re- 
newed people, through the mighty ope- 
ration of the Spirit in them and upon 
them. This shews us, that God's people 
are alive when they bring forth fruit: 
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that where Christ dwells, he doe* make 
fruitful. And that as> at tliis season of the 
year, all trees which ate alive bring forth 
according to their kind ; so all that 
ajre truly alive to God, bring forth fruit 
unto God, And you should ask this ques- 
tion : Am I alive to Jesus, am I living to 
him, and for him ? I cannot step into the 
garden, or walk the fields, but I aeie 
every thing springing, all shewing how 
effectual the air, and rain, and sun, have 
been to them. If I am alive to God, if 
Jesus has my heart, if the Holy Ghost 
" dwells in me, then I must be springing 
forth in affection, and breathing forth 
most earnest desires after him. It is 
added, u the vines with the tender grapes 
gives £ood smell : 79 mystically pointing 
out the blessed fruitfulness of the church, 
• and the sweet smell of their prayers and 
praises! « Arise, my love, my fair one, 
and come away." From what has been 
delivered, we may observe, that all spi- 
ritual fruitfulness is owing to Christ. And 
that, as in nature, the shining of the sun, 
and the gentle showers of rain, and the 
soft air, serve to produce a beautiful 
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spring : so io the church of Christ, by 
means of his blessed shining upon the 
hearts of his people, and by the showers 
of his grace, and. the blessed breathings 
of his Spirit, his church is become a 
paradise of delight ; into which the Lord 
descends, and by his sacred presence, 
fills it with unspeakable glory. And the 
Lord Jesus, having solemnly invited his 
spouse to come forth out of her state of 
solitude, that he might enjoy her com- 
pany, and she be happy in him, closes 
it with a renewal of his request, u Arise, 
my love, my fair one, and come away." 
May what has been delivered be a means 
of quickening our souls, and of causing 
us to arise in heart and affection after 
him, and seek him in every n*<&l&s of 
grace ; and may we be looking oirfy and 
longing for his calling us to come up 
where he is, to behold his glory, and to 
sit down at his marriage-supper, to praise 
and adore him for ever. Amen. 
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SERMON VIII. 



ZECHARIAH VI. 12, 13. 

THUS 8PEAKETH THE LORD OP HOSTS, SAYING, B&* 
HOLD, THE MAN WHOSE NAME IS THE BRANCH } AND 
HE 8HALL GROW UP OUT OF HIS PLACE, AND HE 
8 HALL BUILD THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD : EVEN 
HE SHALL BUILD THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD ; AND . 
HE 8HALL BEAR THE GLORY, AND SHALL 8IT AND 
RULE UPON HIS THRONE, AND HE SHALL BE A PRIEST 
UPON HIS THRONE : AND THE COUNCIL OF PEACE 
8 HALL BE BETWEEN THEM BOTH. 

It would serve much for our spiritual 
profit and instruction, in our reading the 
sacred scriptures, to consider the state 
and condition of God's church and people, 
at the time, when the Lord is pleased to 
comfort them with his gracious promises 
and declarations of mercy. It was an 
ancient, and it is still the observation of 
the children of God, that " in the mount 
the Lord will be seen." In the mount of 
difficulties he does appear for the deli- 
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^verance of his people, and makes him- 
self known unto them, as a promise- 
keeping, and a promise-performing God. 
We have a remarkable instance of the 
truth of this in the words of the text 
now before us. For the condition of the 
people of God was, at the time these 
words were delivered, very afflictive. 
The people of God were now returned 
from Babylon, in which return they had 
seen Gods goodness, # and faithfulness to 
his word of promise. They were now 
in their own land, and had received a 
commandment from Cyrus to build the 
temple. But in this work they meet 
with much opposition from their enemies. 
And through this opposition their hands 
were weakened, and their hearts were 
discoi^raged, so that they desisted from 
this good work. In order to encourage 
and quicken them unto this work, the 
Lord was pleased to raise up Haggai, 
and Zechariah, to prophecy unto them. 
By the prophet Haggai, they are com- 
manded to go on with the work, and are 
reproved for their backwardness. And 
to encourage them, the Lord is pleased 
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to declare, that the glory of this latter 
house shall be greater than the former, 
for I will fill this house with glory> sjritb 
the Lord of Hosts. And by the prophet 
Zechariah, he delivers out a glorious 
prophecy concerning the Messiah, who 
was to he manifested in the flesh, and in 
tins temple to appear, and be seen in it, 
as the glory and splendour of it, be being 
its great and glorious antitype- The 
words of our text, contain a great and 
precious promise, very comprehensive, 
which contains in it the greatest of all. 
blessings, and has in it every thing which 
may serve to comfort our hearts, to quiet 
our consciences, to strengthen our faith, 
and confirm our hope in God. And every 
word in our text is worthy of our particu- 
lar notice and regard. Here is, first, the 
promiser, u the Lord of Hosts." Here 
is, secondly, a demand for our attention 
unto what be speaks, and concerning the 
person of whom he speaks : " Behold ike 
man whose name is the Branch." 

Here is, thirdly, a promise of Christ's 
incarnation, and the work appointed hip; 
and assigned unto him ; * he shall build 
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ttie teinplb of the Lord.* And, fourthly, 
hete is a confirmation of it, aind the con- 
sequence of it ; he shall build the temple 
of the Lord, atid u he Shall baar the 
glofry, and shall sit and rule upon his 
throne, and he shall be a priest upofc his 
throne." And, fifthly, here is the foun- 
tain and foundation from whence all this 
proceeds ; ffom a the council of peace," 
which was betwefen Jeh6vah and the 
Branch. These words give us an ac- 
count of an everlasting transaction be- 
tween God and the Lamb. And there- 
fore in discoursing upon these words, I 
shall first attempt to speak of this coun- 
cil of peace, which was from eternity 
fcield betweeb the Father and the Son, as 
it will make way for the opening the par- 
ticular^ contained in our text. Now that 
there was a council of peace between the 
Father and the Sony concerning the sal- 
vation of the gleet, appears from many 
passages, particularly the second epistle 
of the Corinthians, chdp.t.ver. 19. " God 
was in Christ, {thfe phrase, in Christ, 
denotes an hnmarient act in God,) recon- 
ciling the world unto himself, not hriput- 
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ing their trespasses unto them." By the 
world is meant the elect of God, which 
he so loved, as to send- his Son to be the 
Saviour of, and for the life of which 
Christ gave himself. And about the 
peace and reconciliation of those, or in 
what way to make peace and recon- 
ciliation for them, " God was, in Christ," 
consulting, contriving, and planning the 
scheme of it; which was this, not to 
impute their sins unto them, but to 
Christ, now called to be the Saviour of 
them. The covenant of grace which was 
between the Father and the Son, is the 
subject matter of the lxxxixth Psalm ; 
in which you have the Father speaking 
thus : " I have said, mercy shall be built 
up for ever: thy faithfulness shalt thou 
establish in the very heavens. I . have 
made a covenant with my chosen," that is 
with Christ, who was chosen by the 
Father to be the head of the whole elec- 
tion of grace. u I have sworn unto Davids 
(meaning Christ, the antypical David,) 
my servant : thy seed will I establish for 
N ever, and build up thy throne to all gene- 
rations. Selah." You have the divine 
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call of Christ to the office of Mediator, 
ip these words : (Isaiah xlii. 6.) " I . the 
Lord have called thee in righteousness, 
(says Jehovah the Father unto Jehovah 
the Son,) and will hold thine hand, and 
will keep thee, and give thee for a cove- 
nant of the people." And this covenant 
between the Father and the Son, is largely 
treated of in the 49th and 53d chap- 
ters of Isaiah : in which chapters/ 
and particularly the last, you have the 
terms proposed, and the reward pro- 
mised. The terms : Christ's making his 
soul an ottering for sin. The reward: 
a promise that he should see his seed, 
the travail of his soul, and that the plea- 
sure of the Lord should prosper in his 
hand. And in the words before us, we 
have this divine compact between the! 
Father and the Son. And that this is the 
sense of the passage, is allowed by Dr; 
Owen, and other learned divines. The 
truly great and learned Dr. Gill observes* 
that his objections against this beihg the 
seft$e of the passage, had been these ; 
' that this counsel in eternity was between 
' the three persons, and not two only ; and 

H 
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f Aat that was posit; whereas thiri is s|*ekfcB 
«of as fat are.; but when, (says the Doctor) 
' I consider that Jehovah, and the Branch* 
f are the only persons mentioned in the 
'text, and so could only with propriety fat 
c spoken of, though the counsel waa be- 
f' tween the three; and that in the Hebrew 
4 language, tenses are frequently put one 

< for the other, the past for the future, and 
so the future for the past, and things are 

4 said to be when they appear to be, though 
<ihey were before ; the sense may be, 

< thai when the man,, the Branch, should 
grow out of his. place, and build the. 
temple* and bear the glory, and sit a 

Spriest upon his throne, then it shpald 
? clearly appear* that there had been a 
' council of peace betweep them botfb 

< which was the gimwd aud foundation #f 
f aH/ It is clearly regaled in the tttf J 
Scriptures, that God has loved hi* people 
with an evariantitfg li>ve* See hjs am 
declaration, (Jer. xxxl 3;). "I have 1 wed 
Aee (says the Lord a»ta A* ofcarnh*) 
with aiieverlas^g love* Thw.bwre pi»a- 
jeeeds from the heart of GoA h > and ift . the 
(font of his; own divine sovereignty : with- 
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oilt anyianse or motive in. the creature. 
It pleased the Lord, out of ike riches of 
his own grace, and to the praise pf the 
glory of bis grace, to choose, appoint, 
and predestinate, las own co-equal aad 
conetemal Son, to he the great Heaii of 
las body the church. And haying chdsen 
Jesus Christ to be the Head, he chose 
his. people iu Christ, to he members w 
him their Head, (before the foundation of 
the world. Christ was laid as t&e fo»i> 
dation, and the edect were Jaid upon hfcn 
as the only foundation which could beat 
them up, and support them. And the 
Son: of God, viewing the e&ct, as pre- 
rented by the Father, in the glfe$aof his 
ettn; eternal decrees and purposes, in all 
thiat beauty, holiness, and glory* which 
tk4 iFafcher designed th^m for, aad de* 
<*efcd to make then* partakers of inhea- 
Vfca; he$ett ki Jove with their persons^ 
lOtd ttem at the hands of Ms 

Ruber, that they nriyhtbe his bride jand , 
BptiaMy and Odd the Father gave iheto 
ttttto him) and ga#e him for thepa, with 
toftg^fc, ev®» ^Bgth ; rf days, fcr *ve* 
tfi&emr. And hariag ahoae their/per* 
H2 
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sons* in him, and having accepted their 
persons in the Beloved, God the Father, 
loving the elect in Christ with an, incom- 
prehensible love, as boundless and bot- 
tomless, as vast . and infinite, as Godhead 
itself, the Father blessed them in Christ 
with all spiritual blessings. (See Ephes. 
i. 3.) And God, unto whom all things 
past, present, and to come/ are ever in 
view, foreseeing the fall, and the mise* 
ries which would be brought .upon the 
elect hereby, was pleased to purpose, 
by an eternal purpose in Christ Jesus, 
the salvation of them from sin, Satan* 
death, and hell. Ji\ his vast and infinite 
wisdom, he found out a way, in which all 
the persons in the Godhead might be 
manifested, and all the perfections of the 
Godhead might be glorified. And the 
eternal Father laid help upon one that 
w*is mighty to save. He wa$ Almighty. 
Hfe being in the Godhead, a person oon 
equal and ooneternaj with the Father and 
the Spirit, And Christ the eteroal Son 
of God, who was. the great Head of bis 
church and people, w&s graciously plea* 
ed ,to undertake tbe wort of bringing 
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many sons and daughters unto eternal 
glory, by his becoming man, and by his 
obedience and death, giving satisfaction 
to his Father's law and justice, and con* 
quering in his own person, sin, death and 
bell. Now, if it be asked, why this divine 
compact between God and the Lamb, is 
called the Council of Peace? the reason 
is, because in this council* and covenant 
of the eternal Trinity, it was contrived 
and agreed upon, that the Lamb of 
God should be cut off by the sword of 
divine justice, and that peace should be 
made by his most precious blood. < The 
Son of God, in the council and cove- 
nant of grace, undertook to be the surety 
of his people, and engaged to assume 
their nature into personal union with him- 
self; and in that nature to fulfil all righte- 
ousness for them, and to bear their sins 
in his own body on the tree. To bear 
the. curse and wrath of the Father's jus- 
tice, and " the chastisement of their 
peace f that is, the punishment for the 
sins of the elect, was to be inflicted on 
him, whereby their peace and reconcilia- 
tion was to be made. > And the Father^ 
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promise to the Son in covenant was, that 
upon condition of his making his soul *b 
offering for sin, " he should see bis seed, 
the ttavail of hies soul, and should be sa* 
tisfied." Now, as this counsel was eon* 
certnng peace and reconciliation, host 
peabe may be made between God and 
man, it may well be called a " counsel of 
peaces And It may very justly be called 
a council, because such resolutions that 
are taken after mature deliberation and 
consultation, are generally formed in the 
wisest manner. So the purpose aad 
council of God, concerning the salvation 
of the elect, is the effect of his own & 
finite wisdom. Yea, it is the effect of 
the manifold wisdom of God. 

Haying spoken of the covenant between 
the Father and the Son, concerning the 
salvation of the elect, I proceed to consi- 
der the other particulars in our text, and 
shall begin, first, with the Promiser, "The 
Lord of Hosts." Even him, who is self* 
existent, mid who is independent of all 
creatures, beings, and things* The whole 
creation being unto him, but as the drop of 
a bucket, and as the small dust of die 
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balance. In hkt all creatures live,, and 
move, and have their beings "He h 
before aft things, and by him all things 
consist" This infinite and selksufficient 
God is the pronriser ; and therefore he b 
able to fulfil all bis promises to the very 
uttermost, because he Is Almighty. And 
he is that God that cannot lie, and who 
keepeth truth far even And he is pleas* 
ed tb insert his name io the promise, to 
shew his mindfulness of it, and his read** 
ness to perform it. I would, secoftdly> 
toopsider/ what a demand is heate given 
for our attention to what he speaks, and 
concerning the person of idiom he speaks* 
46 Behold the man whose name is thd 
Branch." Here the Lord God calls for 
our attention, and directs us to behold 
with admiration, the adorable person of 
tvbom he speaks* The eternal Father 
calls upon us to behold him, who is the 
wonder of heaven and earth, his eternal 
Son, clothed in our nature, and becoming 
God manifested in the flesh. The person 
we are called upon to behold is Immanuel, 
God in our nature, God with us. Even 
him who is Jehovah's &ttow 5 in whom 
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dwelletfi all the fulness of 'the Godhead I 
And we may well behold him; and have 
our admiration drawn forth concerning 
him, for he is a most wonderful person. 
He is God's beloved son, his chosen one) 
in whom his soul delighteth, in whom he 
is well pleased. It is that adorable pfeir* 
son, who though co-equal and co-eternal 
in deity with the Father, was graciously 
pleased in the covenant of grace to be- 
come the Father's servant, in the stupend* 
ous work of man's salvation. And * though 
he was in the form of God, and thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God, yet 
he made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men." This 
illustrious person is described as the 
* man, whose name is the Branch," This 
name was given him in prophecy, The 
man by way of eminency, he beiug fairer 
than, the children of men ; Yea, he is 
God as well as man : and God and man 
in the person of one Christ Isaiah speaks 
of hun as * branch, which was to spring 
from Jesses withered stock. JeremiX 
^huna ryhteous Branch. He is the 
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Branch of the Lord, raised up by the 
Lord, and to the glory of the Lord. He 
is a Branch, as well as a Plant of renown. 
He is the Branch of righteousness ; for 
the display of his righteousness. God 
sent him into the world , and by him, 
and in him, everlasting righteousness is 
brought forth ; and in him, all his people 
are made righteous before him, Christ 
being Jehovah their righteousness. 
Thirdly — here is in our text, a promise 
of Christ's incarnation, and an account 
given of the work appointed him to do 
and perform. "He shall grow up out of his 
place." Bethlehem was to be the place 
of his birth, and Nazareth the place of 
his education : the incarnation of Christ 
was the grand promise of the Old Tes- 
tament, and what the Lord's people were 
encouraged to expect, and what they 
were earnestly longing for. They knew, 
by the Lord's word, that God the~ Son 
had undertaken iit the covenant to be 
made man. And they longed for his glo- 
rious advent. It w&s the prayer of their 
hearts, « Make haste my beloved, and O 
that thou wert afc my brother that sucked 
h6 
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the breasts of my mother \ n And here 
the promise of his coming is renewed* 
and the work assigned him to perform is 
likewise mentioned. He was " to build 
the temple of the Lord." This work was 
to be done by the incarnate God. He 
was to raise up out of the ruins of the 
fall, a church, to the praise and glory of 
free, rich, and sovereign grace. A work 
which required the arm of God to be 
made bare, and the power of Godhead 
to be put forth. The temple built by 
king Solomon was typical both of Christ 
add the church. Solomon, the builder of 
it, Was a type of Christ. The word So- 
lomon signified peace. And Christ the 
antitype of Solomon is the Prince of 
Peace, who has made peace by the blqod 
of his cross. Solomon Was exceeding 
wide, and exceeding rich, and Jesus has 
all toe treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge, and his riches are unsearchably 
artd durable: Solomon was the kuiMef 
of God's temple, and Christ is th.e-builder 
of God's church. The temple of gol* 
mon wafe » mtog^ifieent str ucture y auql it jl 
teported^that wfaetf the sun shon© upon i% 
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daszled the eyes of beholders, who 
ere on the mountains coming towards 
. The temple was a type of Christ's 
atian nature, which when the glory of 
i* Godhead darted its rays through it, as 
did on mount Tabor its glory was too re- 
Igent for the beholders. Yea^ they saw 
id knew that this was the glory of the 
ily begotten Son of God. In the temple 
k)d wfcs worshipped, and by Christ we 
ave access utito the father. At the de- 
tention of the temple, the glory of the 
OTd filled it. And this Was to point 
at how the Deity would dwell in the 
iman nature of Christ, and that the 
da of God would become the Son of 
<**« The temple was framed according 
> the ordet* and pattern which the 
ord had given wAo li&Vtd* And Christ's 
ltnan nature was entirely framed by the 
[oly Ghost in eottfbrmify io dhrtne de- 
*ees. And the temple was reared up 
ithout the sound of a*e or hammer i so 
ie formation of Christ's human nature 
is entirely the tiOrd'd GWn work : and 
te work performed by the Son of God 
i our nature, was his inoommanfeakie 
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work. He frod the wine-press of divine 
wrath alone, and of the people there was 
none with him. The temple was like- 
wise typical of the elect of God, the 
church of the . first-born, whose names 
are written in heaven. And as all the 
stones were hewed and squared, and 
made , fit for the building, before they 
were laid in the building : so the Lord's 
people are dug out of the dark quarry of 
nature, and hewed by the word, and po- 
lished by the Holy Ghost, and brought to 
know their union with Christ the living 
stone, and from him they receive life. 
In him they live ; and by him they grow 
up into an holy temple in the Lord. And 
as all the temple received its support and 
strength from the foundation and corner- 
stone : so the whole temple of grace; 
the whole church of Christ receive all 
their strength, and are wholly sustained 
and supported, knit, and cemented toge- 
ther, by the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, 
it was Christ's work to build the temple 
of the Lord; his, and his only. Jfie, by 
his incarnation, laid the foundation of it; 
and by his everlasting righteousness^ and • 
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by his most precious and perfect sacri- 
fice, he fulfilled the holy law of his Fa- 
ther, and made it everlastingly honour- 
able. And by the same sacrifice he put 
away the sins of his elect out of the 
sight of God. For he is the Lamb of 
God, which hath taken away the sin of 
the world : whose blood cleanseth from " 
all sin, whose righteousness is an ever- 
lasting garment of salvation, and u which 
is unto and upon all them that believe." 
He loved his church, and gave himself 
for it, to cleanse and sanctify it, with the 
washing of water, (that is, his own blood, 
which is the fountain to wash in, and 
which cleanseth from all sin.) By the 
word, (that is the gospel, which declares 
the wonderful property and virtue of the 
blood of the Lamb) * that hie might pre- 
sent "it unto himself a glorious church, 
not having spot or wrinkle, but that it 
should be holy and without blemish*" 
He loved the church, and washed her 
from her sins in his own blood. He laid 
down his life for his people. He shed 
his blood as the Redemption-price, 
whereby they were bought out of the 



158 THfi COVENANT BETWEEN 

bands of law and justice. And he being 
lifted up upon thfe cross, and being now 
lifted up upon his mediatorial throne of 
glory, does by his almighty grade, 
through the effectual working of the 
Holy Spirit upon the hearts of tha 
elect, draw them unto himself for life 
and salvation. He brings them all unto 
that knowledge of himself, which is life 
eternal. And he will one day bring 
them all home to the Zion above, with 
joy and everlasting songs of praise, shout- 
ing- salvation to God and the Lamb. 
Fourthly, here is a confirmation of the 
promise, and what should follow as the 
consequence of it : u He shall build the 
temple of the Lord, and he shall bear 
the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his 
throne, and he shall be a priest upon lib 
throne." If we consider the wodddrful 
work which the God-mati was to perform 
for his people, by his incarnation, lift* 
and death, wfe need not wonder that G4& 
the Father, in our text, should be pleased 
to ladd this confirmation of it, for the 
strengthening of our faith. That G4d 
should so love the elect, as to stud bu 
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Son to die, is such, and so great a love, 
that it requires tbe mighty power of the 
Holy Ghost to enable us to believe it. 
And though the subject-matter of the 
whole book of God is concerning the 
everlasting love he bears towards his 
people in Christ his Son ; yet the Holy 
Ghost must give us an pnderstanding, a 
new understanding, before we can know 
Jesus Christ. We cannot perceive the 
glory of his person, the amazing great- 
ness of his love, the excellencies of his 
righteousness, nor the virtue and power 
of his blood, to cleanse, purge, patdon, 
and sanctify our souls, but by the Holy 
Ghost. He is the glorifier of Jesus, and 
he only can take of the things of Christ, 
atod shew them unto us. No man can 
sky that Jesus is the Lord, that is, that 
Jesus is Jehovah; nor that he is my 
Loftl, and nby God, but by the Holy 
Ghost. And tbe amazing sorrows and 
suffering's which Je&os Christ sustained 
and underwent fof pdor sinners, are only • 
to be known* and experimentally under- 
stood, In the light, and by the* teachings 
o£ the Holy Ghost Fo* Gdd to became 
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man, was a surprising instance of divine 
grace and love. For the infinitely blessed 
Jesus to leave his Father's bosom; and 
for him who was rich with all the trea- 
sures of Deity, to become poor, thatiwe, 
through his poverty, might be rich, was 
infinite and astonishing grace ! For Jesus 
Christ in our nature, for us men and for 
our salvation, to be in an agony, and for 
his righteous soul, having a view of the 
wrath and indignation of God, to be sore 
amazed, and to sweat great drops of 
blood for us! How did his love appear 
in all this ! Behold him suffering at the 
hands of men, all the shame and indignity 
the malice of hell itself could devise! 
The malicious enemies of the Lamb of 
God, crowned his sacred temples with 
thorns; his sacred body they lash with 
knotted stripes, and his blessed face they 
spat upon ! All his sacred offices they 
mock and deride. The devil had his 
hand in all this ; and no doubt but the 
infernal hosts of hell surrounded the 
cross, crying, "Aha, aha, so would ,we 
have it ! » God the Father likewise 
smites this Shepherd of the flock. «-The 
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Lord laid upon him the iniquities of us 
all.* And the Father, looking upon Christ 
as the substitute of sinners, and behold- 
ing him standing in the law-place, room, 
and Stead of the elect, bearing their sins 
in his own body on the tree ; he bruises 
Christ with all the weight of divine 
wrath and vindictive justice. The cur- 
tains of heaven were drawn, and Christ 
was left exposed to all the storm of divine 
wrath. Whatever was due to the sins, 
iniquities, and transgressions of the Lord's 
people, was poured out upon the devoted 
victim of sinners, Christ Jesus. He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities. It pleased the 
Lord to bruise him, and put him to grief. 
And in the sufferings arid death of Christ, 
we have an amazing discovery of ever- 
lasting love,' both as it possessed the 
heart of the eternal Father, and the eter- 
nal Son. So great and boundless was 
the love of. the Father's heart towards 
us, that h4 spared hot his own Son, but 
delivered him up freely for to suffer, 
bleed, and die for us ! So great was the 
love of the Son, that he was pleased to 
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bear our sins, and filth, and guilt, in his 
own body on the tree, and to suffer atid 
endure in his body, and in his soul, ad the 
whole curse and wrath, and shame, and 
death, and hell, due unto hid people! 
And he was pleased to stand up between 
our sins and infinite justice, in order that 
he might deliver his people from dying 
eternally. If we by faith view the 
amazing agonies, sorrows, and sufferings 
of the incarnate God, we shall see his 
love to be stronger than death, such as 
all the waters of divine wrath could nfct 
quench. Surely it may be said, AndO 
that God the Spirit may give us to know, 
feel, and experience it, that u the love of 
Christ passeth knowledge I* Christ, ift 
consequence of his sufferings, was to 
enter into glory. The whole glory of 
salvation work was to be ascribed unto 
him. He having built the temple of the 
Lord, was, as it was most justly his due, 
to bear the glory. The elect, i the travail 
of his. soul, were all by him to be brought 
unto eternal glory j as the fruit of hid 
most precious blood-shedding. His gos* 
pel was to be preached and accompanied 
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with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven* And he himself was to have a 
crown of pure gold put upon his head, 
upon hks return from his everlasting vic- 
tory > won over sin and Satan, death and 
hell. He, the great King over all the 
earth, King Jesus the conqueror 1 as- 
cended from earth to heaven, drawing at 
his chariot-wheels the host of hell. The 
host of heaven waited upon him ; a cloud 
of angels received him, and carried him 
out of the sight of his- disciples, and 
went to the portals of heaven, crying, 
* Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be 
ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, that the 
King of Glory, the Lord of Hosts, the 
Lord of Glory, may enter in ! » And no 
sooner did the Lamb of God enter hefr- 
ven, and was seated upon his mediatorial 
throne, but u the four beasts, or living 
creatures, and the four and twenty elders, 
fell down before the throne, and they 
dung a new song, saying with a loud 
voice, € Worthy is the Lamb that was 
stain, to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing !' ? And Christ being 
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admitted into the holiest of all, was to 
sit and rule upon his throne. His throne 
was to be an everlasting one. When he 
went to heaven, the Father bid Lim.wet 
come, saying unto him, u Sit at my right 
hand until I make thy foes thy footstool/. 
"Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever ; a sceptre of rigbteousnessr is the 
sceptre of thy kingdom." And upon this 
throne Jesus was to sit, to point out to 
us that his work is finished, and that he 
is entered into his rest. And as Media- 
tor he was to rule. In consequence of 
his mediatory work, he had a Mediator's 
throne, and a mediatorial kingdom given 
him by the Father. The whole kingdom 
of priests and kings, that holy nation, 
and royal priesthood, the peculiar people, 
which he redeemed by his most precious 
blood, were to be ruled and governed by 
him, and ruled by the sceptre of his 
grace. And his implacable enemies were 
to be . ruled by him with a rod of fron. 
He was to be a priest upon his throne, 
invested with all power in heaven and in 
earth. Ever ready to receive all who 
come unto him for grace and mercy. The 
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sceptre which Christ holds forth and dis- 
plays, is a sceptre of mercy. And the 
motto of it is, u Whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely. Him that 
cometh unto me, I will in no wise' cast 
■out? Jesus Christ entered upon this 
great work of being an High Priest in 
the everlasting covenant. The Father 
chose, called, and anointed him. And he 
performed it upon earth, by bearing the 
skis of many, and by offering the sacri- 
fice of his own body. Atid having, as 
the great High Priest, entered within the 
veil, he is upon the throne, as a Lamb 
tiewly slain. And he wears in heaven, in 
the presence of his Father, and will wear 
throughout eternity, the marks made in 
his sacred hands and side, when he was 
made a sacrifice for sin. And he pleads 
in heaven before the throne, what he did 
and suffered for hid people in the days of 
his flesh ; and he being a Priest upori his 
throne, gives us blessed encouragement 
to look utito him, and we ar6 hereby en- 
couraged to come unto him as able u to 
save to the uttermost all th^t come unto 
<^od by hi*», Seeing he eve* liveth to make, 
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intercession for them * The crown is 
upon his head to denote that he is at 
everlasting Conqueror., and an everlasting 
Saviour. All power in heaven and U 
earth is given unto him, that he may be 
able to do us good. The names of his 
people are deeply engraven upon his 
breast-plate, and upon the palms of Ids 
hands ; so that he cannot possibly he un- 
mindful of their concerns and interests* 
And he is continually presenting the sacred 
memorials of the wounds received by 
him in the day of the Lord's fierce anger, 
when " he was stricken, smitten of God, 
and afflicted.' 9 And it is from Christ 
as a priest upon his throne, that every 
'Spiritual blessing comes down unto m 
From this throne he blesses his people ; 
—from this throne he pours dawn his 
Spirit upon them ; and he is ever upon 
the throne ready to hear their requests, 
arid to grant them such supplies of grace 
as they need, and to afford unto them <aH 
~nee#*t assistance. May we fook foJ*st«s . 
as our Priest npon the throne*! May we 
sto^y his priestly work md office i AaA 
may we Iwe him* and l^k to hfrbpaaH 
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live upon him, as our High Priest, called 
of God, and made an High Priest for 
ever, by him, who sware, and will not 
repent, saying, " Thou art a Priest for 
ever, after the order of Melchisedeck." 
Amen. 
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SERMON IX. 



PSALM LXII. 12, 13. 

FOR HE SHALL DELIVER THE NEEDY, WHEN HE CRIETH: 
THE POOR ALSO, AND HIM THAT HATH NO HELPER. 
HE SHALL 8 PARE THE POOR AND NEEDY, AND SLTALL 
SAVE THE SOUL8 OF THE NEEDY. 

The Lord God creajted man in his own 
image, in righteousness and true holi- 
ness, and placed him in a state of happi- 
ness and honour, from which he fell by 
the mutability of his own free-will. By 
his fall he corrupted the whole fountain 
of human nature, and opened the flood- 
gates of sin and corruption, which have 
deluged and overflown the whole human 
race. u By one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin, and so death 
passed upon all men, for that, or in whom, 
all have sinned." (Rom. v. 12.) 

Sin is the greatest of all evils, and it 
hath introduced into the moral world all 
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sorts and kiuds of evils and miseries, it 
hath brought a sinful defilement and cor- 
ruption upon every faculty of the soul, 
and every member of the body, and it 
deserves God's curse and wrath in this 
life, and in that which is to come ; u For 
the wages of sin is death." (Rom. vi. 23.) 
Death of the body, and death of the 
soul ; death temporal, and death eternal. 
There is no paid ^ feel, but it is the 
fruit and effect of sin. There is no su&. 
fering the damned sustain in hell, but sin" 
is the cause of it. Immediately upon 
the fall, the Lord God was pleased to 
manifest himself in the following manner. x 
Jehovah the Son, probably in an human 
form, appeared to the guilty criminals, 
erected his tribunal, and cited them to 
appear, when he solemnly interrogated 
them concerning the shameful fact, con* 
vinced them of their exceeding sinfulness, 
pronounced upon them, and their whole 
posterity, the sentence of condemnation, 
aud then, threatening-wise to the devil 
in the serpent, let drop some intimation 
of grace to elect sinners, saying, u The 
seed of the woman shall bruise the ser- 
l 
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pent's head." Thus light shone out of 
darkness, and where sin abounded, grace- 
did much more abound. This was the* 
first dawn of everlasting light and life, 
and laid the foundation of the first faith 
in Christ, which was the sole fruit and 
effect of this sacred, mysterious, and 
wonderful revelation of Christ's person^ 
incarnation, obedience, sufferings, a$td 
victory over sin and Satan, death and 
hell. 

The Lord in his transcendant grace 
»nd mercy went on age after age, to 
shine more brightly upon this revelation^ 
and upon the minds of the believing Pan 
triarchs, who, through the Holy Spirit* & 
grace and influence, embraced Christ in 
this word of grace, and trusted in him 
for their everlasting salvation* The two 
grand points of doctrijie the Lord taught 
them, were original sin and redemption 
by Christ. They learnt from the teaefr 
ings of the Holy Spirit, that by Adam's 
fell and sin, and our fall and sinning in 
him, we have contracted that exceeding 
sinfulness of nature, which deserveth the 
turse of God* and eternal damnation. - 
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. They were led to know that Christ 
undertook for them in the everlasting co- 
venant, and was to be manifested to take 
away their sins, which belief influenced 
them to walk' with God, and before him; 
unto all well-pleasing. 

In each successive period of time, 
Christ was increasingly revealed.. Abra- 
ham embraced him as the seed in whom 
all the families of the earth were to be 
blessed. 

Jacob spoke of him as God's salvation, 
the Shiloh, Shepherd and stone of Israel. 

Moses by God's appointment directed 
the people to look on Christ as the anti- 
type of the ceremonial law. Many 
famous persons, who were raised up a$ 
deliverers among the Jews, served at 
shadows to set forth the high and mighty 
Saviour. 

In the times of David, the saints' know- 
ledge of Christ was greatly increased; 
and he was raised up, and by the inspiw 
rationf of* the Holy Ghost, wrote concern- 
ing Je&us, his person, salvation, grace,- 
asd glory. 

The psalm before us, was wrote by 
12 



172 CHRIST'S LOVE AND COMPASSION' 

him to set forth the glories, exellencies, 
salvation, and kingdom of Jesus Christ. 
It is entitled a psalm of, or for Solomon; 
but it refers to the antitypical Solomon* 
It is acknowledged by all divines, that 
Solomon was a type of Christ, in his 
wisdom and riches, in the peaceableness 
and extent of his kingdom. 

His name signifies peace, Christ is the 
prince of peace, he is Jedidiah, the belo- 
ved of the Lord, in whom dwell all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
. Many passages of this psalm could 
never be applicable to king Solomon, 
though they are strictly true of Jesus. 
For instance, he was to be feared so long 
as the sun and moon endure, throughput 
all generations. He was to be the Saviour 
of the soul, the Redeemer of the soul. 
Prayer was to be made continually to 
him ; daily he is to be praised ; men were 
to be blessed in him ; all nations, were to 
call him blessed. All which can only be 
applied to Christ Jesus. This psalm 
begins with a prayer, put up hy the. Old 
Testament church to Jehovah the Father, 
on the behalf of Christ. "Give the king 
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thy judgments O God, and thy righteous- 
ness unto the kings Son;" requesting 
that the God-man, Mediator, might be 
filled and furnished with every gift and 
grace, qualifying him for the discharge of 
his sacred office. It is in fact an expres- 
sion of faith, that all power in heaven and 
«arth being given to him from the Father, 
he would be the* immediate object of 
faith and hope, having every ability for 
the work undertaken by him. He would, 
as King, Mediator, rule, judge, protect 
and defend his people, plead their cause, 

•defend and maintain their right, and 
avenge them on their enemies. Many 

- blessings and gracious acts of his are 

• repeated- and his mysterious incarnation, 
with the blessings of it are glanced at 
in verse 6th. "He shall come down 
like ?ain upon the mown grass, as show- 
ers that water the earth." 

, He, the essential Word, and consub- 
stantial Son of the Father, came down . 
from heaven by the assumption of our na- 
ture into personal subsistence with his 
person, by which, he who was God 
became man: and like as the rain comes 
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from heaven : so Christ came from the 
heaven of heavens. As the rain hath no 
father, so, Christ was without father as 
man; as the rain waters and refreshes the 
earth, so Christ, when he descended, a 
shower of heavenly blessings watered 
ihe church at the same time, and in the 
communications of himself, his presence, 
grace and Spirit, he comes down as rain 
upon the mown grass, as showers that 
water the earth. The blessed effects of 
his descent are next described. "In his 
days shall the righteous flourish ; yea, and 
abundance of peace, so long as the moon 
endureth." Universal peace, in a tempo- 
ral sense, was . in the times of Augustas 
Caesar, in which Christ was born, and the 
temple Janus was shut up as a sign of it. 
The dominion and extent of Christ's 
kingdom is next mentioned, which if un- 
derstood according to the latter, must 
refer to what is styled latter day glory, 
. when, ihe whole earth being enlightened 
with his glorious gospel, " all kings 
shall fall down before him, all nations 
shall serve him." Then follow the words 
of my text ; * for he shall deliver the 



TO THE POOB AND NiEftlHf ♦ 17^5 

needy when he cfrieth j the poor ataa, 
and him that hath no helper; he shall 
spare the poor and needy, and shall 
save the souls of the needy.* 

In speaking from the words, I would 
sum up the substance of what I intend 
to propose as the grand subject of ov 
present meditations, in these three pro- 
positions. 

First, I will consider the great grade 
of Christ manifested in taking hold of 
our nature, and becoming incarnate. 

Secondly, his ends and design herein* 

Thirdly, his infinite mercy and com- 
passion towards poor miserable sinners, 
as it is expressed in the words before ua, 
in which a descriptive character is given 
of them. And will close the whole, if 
the Lord please, with some suitable re- 
flections. 

I have proposed to consider, in the 
first place, th£ great grace of Christ ma- 
eifested iii taking hold of our nature, and 
becoming incarnate. This must neces- 
sarily lead me to contemplate the person 
and life of Christ before his incarnation. 

He is, as personally co&pideired, th# 
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Son of the living God, co-equal, co-eter- 
nal, and con-substantial with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, and by essential 
union with them, a partaker of the nature, 
essence, perfections, and glories of God- 
head— he being by nature, Jehovah — "I, 
even I am the Lord, and beside me there 
is no Saviour." (Isa. xliii. 11.) 

His personal distinctive property is to 
<be the only begotten of the Father, who 
-was the Son of God, lived a life of essen- 
tial blessedness, incomprehensibly, im- 
mutably, and essentially glorious in him- 
self, of himself, and from himself, as self- 
existent, self-subsistent, and all-sufficient. 
His life, as second person in the Trinity, 
living in the Father, the mutual indwell- 
ing of the Father in him, and he in the 
Father, the solace, delight, converse, 
and society of the Eternal Three between 
themselves, and before all creature-exis- 
tence, is a subject too sublime for us to 
study ; yea, it must, and will for ever be 
beyond the conceptions of angels and 
saints in glory to guess at. Here all is 
boundless ocean and infinity : so that I 
drop it, and descend incomprehensibly 
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lower, to cast a few thoughts on that life 
of glory and blessedness, which Christ as 
God-man lived before all time. 

We have some bright views of this in 
the eighth chapter of Proverbs ; in which 
we learn, and from it perceive, that the 
second Person in the Godhead was set 
up in his office-character and capacity 
before all worlds, being predestinated 
into creature, being, and existence : he 
was constituted Head and Mediator from 
everlasting, in the federal settlements of 
eternity, and the glorious transactions in 
and among the Three Persons in God. 
u I was set up from everlasting, from the 
beginning, or ever the earth was. When 
there were no depths, I was brought 
forth: when there were no fountains 
abounding with water. Before the moun- 
tains were settled, before the hills, was 
I brought forth. While as yet he had 
not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the 
highest part of the dust of the world. 
When he prepared the heavens I was 
there : when he set a compass upon the 
face of the depth. When he established 
the clouds above : when he strengthened 
i 5 
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the fountains of the deep. When he 
gave to the sea his decree, that the waters 
should not pass his commandment : when 
he appointed the foundations of the earth : 
then £ was by him, as one brought up 
with him: and I was daily his delight, 
rejoicing always before him. Rejoicing 
in the habitable parts of his earth, and 
my delights were with the sons of men." 
(Prov. viii. 22—31.) 

He was set up from everlastitig as 
God-man, bore the title, personage, and 
glory of being God-man elect, existed in 
the form of God, and lived a life of glory 
and blessedness inconceivably by us; 
which glory he laid aside and parted with 
for a season, for us, and for our salva- 
tion. " Ye know, (says Paul,) the grace 
of oiir Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that .ye, through his poverty, mig-ht 
be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9.) Christ did not 
lay down, nor part with his essential nor 
personal glory, considered simply as the 
Son of God : but he, as dwelling person- 
ally in our nature, which he assumed, and 
to which he gave a personal subsistence 
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by his union with it, laid aside the glory 
due to the human nature united into per- 
sonal union with himself. In this lay the 
deepest act of our Lord's humiliation. 
He who was in the form of God, gftd 
thought it not robbery to be equal, with 
God, took upon him the form of a ser- 
vant, and was made in the likeness of 
men, and this with everlasting love in his 
heart towards the elect sons of men, in 
whom he had delighted before all tine. 
The boundless grace of Christ, in de- 
scending from heaven to Qarth* by his 
assumption of our nature ; his laying aside 
the glory he had with the Father before 
the world was; his taking upon him the 
form and likeness of sinful fle&h ; was as- 
tonishing condescension, ineffable love, 
sufficient to fill the host of angelic spirits, 
who surround his throne, with admiration 
and astonishment to eternity. In the 17th 
of John, our Lord plrays thus; " And 
now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self, with the glory which I had with 
thee, before the world was." Which 
,must be interpreted thus : Christ is thefe 
addressing himseflf, as God-man, Media- 
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tor, to his divine Father, and praying for 
the open glorification of himself, as such 
in heaven, where, before his incarnation, 
he enjoyed this glory, and which was to 
shine forth with redoubled splendour in 
him, upon the performance of his work. 
Christ, as God-man, spent a boundless 
eternity before time began, expressing 
his love, venting his delights towards his 
elect, foreviewing with pleasure the spots 
of ground on which they would tread and 
inhabit,, and pleasing himself in his Fa- 
ther's everlasting love to them ; ajid so- 
lacing himself in the prospect of what he 
was to be, and do, and suffer for them. 
* My delights (says he himself) were with 
the sons of men." 

I proceed, secondly, to consider the 
end and designs of Christ's incarnation. 

In the incarnation of Christ, one grand 
mystery and miracle of love appears, in 
Majestyinfinite ! for 'tis this is the sublimest 
mystery of godliness, "God manifested 
m the flesh." The grace, love, and 
mercy of Godhbad, as in the fountain of 
GocL whereby Christ's taking hold of our 
tM ~^, is displayed and discovered to us. 
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By this means, a ladder is erected which 
reaches from heaven to earth, God de- 

• scends to man, and man ascends into fel- 
lowship with God. A chain of holy won- 
ders is here linked together in the person 
of Christ, in whom all is wonderful, his 
incarnation, the hypostatical union of two 
natures in one person ; his life of obe* 
dience, his passion, resurrection, ascen- 
sion, session at the right hand of God, 
where he intercedes for, and acts the 
part of an advocate, are a wondrous ex- 
hibition of his infinite goodwill to the 
elect sons of men. One great end of 
Christ's incarnation was, that he might be 
capacitated and fitted for performing his 
office, and executing his mediatorial trust 
He took our nature with all its sinless in- 
firmities, a frail mortal body, which was 
susceptible of grief, capable of pain, 
which stood in need of temporal support, 
even as ours do. By which means the 
Lord of glory became bone of our bone, 
and flesh of our flesh, and has an heart 
to pity and compassionate us, having him- 

; self dwelt in frail flesh, and tabernacled 
here below, where he himself by expe- 
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rience felt and sustained, and was encom- 
passed with all sorts and kinds of evils, 
sin only excepted, which had no place 
nor being in him. 6 Christ himself, (says 

* Doctor Goodwin) who sanctified our na* 
' tare, to the end we might be sanctified, 
'(see John xvii. 19. Heb. ii. 11.) repre- 
' sentatively sanctified every age of man's 
' life he went through, as well as those ages 
4 or years of man's life he fell short of. He 
4 was sanctified in the womb, to sanctify 
' some infants in the womb. He was holy 
' when born, even because some infants 
4 when first born might be sanctified. And 
' the same Lord Jesus proneunceth of in- 
' fants, " that of snch is the kingdom of 
4 God*" The incarnation of Christ was the 
4 first step io his finishing the salvation of 
' his people by his obedience and death. 
4 This he had in view, therefore just be- 
' fore his assumption of our nature be 
'.raid to his eternal Father: "A body 

* hast thou fitted or prepared me, lo f I 
4 xx)me, I delight to do thy will O God, 
4 yea, thy law is within my heart." 
' Christ undertook the salvation of his 
'people before all time, immediately 
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* upon the fall he was revealed as the 
4 serpent-bruiser, the sin-bearing, sin- 
4 atoning Lamb. All the prophets spake 
4 of him, gave witness to him, declaring 
4 that through his name, whosoever be- 
4 lieveth in him, shall receive remission 
4 of sins. But this glorious Saviour was 
4 manifested in the flesh in the fulness of 
4 time, when all flesh had corrupted its 
4 way upon the earth, and there was none 
4 of the human race righteous, no not 
4 one ; when Jew and Gentile were both 
4 plunged into the deepest abyss of sin 

* and misery, and were fallen jas far as 
4 possible into sin, and yet out of hell, 

, 4 then the son of God was manifested 
4 that he might destroy the works of the 

- 4 Devil. " When the fulness of the tinie 
4 was come, God sent forth his Son, made 
4 of a woman, made under the law," to 
4 deliver from sin, curse and damnation, 

* his chosen and beloved ones. Our 
4 blessed Jesus took hold of our nature, 
4 that in it he might manifest to us the 
4 boundless love, grace and mercy of his 

* divine Father towards us. Hereby he 
4 that sanctifieth and they who are sancti- 



184 Christ's love and compassion 

4 fied, are all of one nature, which is an 
4 act of wondrous grace in Christ, and 
c should lead us to consider that his heart 
€ is full of love, his bowels of mercy, that 
€ he is cloathed with infinite compassion, 
€ and is in every respect a most suitable 
' mediator, in whom all fitness and fulness 
1 of relations meet. All fitness for the 
' office of mediator is found in him, he is 
€ both.Ood and man united in one person, 
s he sustains all sorts and kinds of relati- 
€ ons to us and he is solemnly bound and 
€ engaged to us towards his members 
r with the utmost affection, sympathy and 
4 love. " For as much then as the 
( children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
' he also himself likewise took part of the 
' same : that through death he might 
€ destroy death, and him that had the 
' power of death, that is the devil," 

I proceed, thirdly, to consider his infi- 
nite mercy and compassion, towards poor 
miserable sinners, as it is expressed in 
the words before us, in which a descrip- 
tive character is given of them. They 
are described as needy, poor and helpless. 

u He shall deliver the needy when he 
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crieth : the poor also, and him that hath 
no helper. He shall spare the poor aad 
needy, and, shall save the souls of the 
needy 

I will begin with the first description 
given of them, which is that they are 
needy. All mankind are needy, but it is 
such as feel their spiritual needs and ne- 
cessities we have to do with. And they , 
are such whom the Holy Spirit by his 
invincible, irresistible grace has wrought 
upon, by quickening their souls with new 
and spiritual life, which discovers itself in 
the following way and manner. The 
soul is brought experimentally to feel its 
want of all spiritual good, to view its own 
inherent filth, impurity and defilement, 
to taste the bitterness of sin, and to find 
none but Christ can relieve, save or suc- 
cour. The awakened sinner finds himself 
ignorant of Christ and his salvation, and 
that he is indeed alienated from the life 
of God, through the ignorance that is in 
him, and he crieth out being grieved and 
burthened with the remembrance and 
heavy load of his iniquities, unto the 
Lord, whose eyes are upon his people for 
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good, and his ears are open to their cry. 
It is impossible to describe the feelings 
and inward emotions of the soul under 
the first influences of the Holy Spirit. 
This however is the truths when Christ, 
who hath loved his people, and washed 
them from their sins in his own blood, 
eomes to reveal, make known and mani- 
fest himself to their souls, by drawing 
them in regeneration and conversion to 
himself, he acts with and towards them, 
as we before declared he did with our 
fallen parents. He convinces them of, 
and charges home upon them, sin, their 
own personal and actual sin. It is per- 
haps always the case to lay home upon the 
toind the particular sin, which hath had 
the chiefest place and room in the affec- 
tions, to make the soul sensible of the ex- 
ceeding guilt contained in it, and the ex- 
ceeding evil of it, to bring the sinner by 
this means to see, feel, and acknowledge 
himself, as self-convicted, and self-con- 
demned, justly liable to, and properly 
deserving of Gods wrath and curse, both 
in this life and in that which is to come. 
,By this means sin, our own personal, pe- 
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culiar, secret, bosom sin, is seen in its tilth, 
felt in its guilt, perceived in itself, and 
in its own nature, to be out of measure 
sinful. And we are brought to groan 
being burthened, crying out, " Lord save 
or I perish. 3 " -The soul awakened by the 
Holy Spirit, is led from the conviction of 
particular sin, to enter into the dark cham- 
bers of imagery, the heart, and it finds it 
to be deceitful above all things and des- 
perately wicked. In this way, and by 
these divine convictions from the Spirit of 
the Lord, the soul is to be brought to feel 
sensibly, to experience deeply, the total 
corruption and depravity of every faculty 
of soul and body, which increase spiritual 
distress ; all which the Holy Spirit 
improves to the real benefit and advan- 
tage of the awakened sinner, giving him 
to cry out and pray the more importu- 
nately to the Lord. A person whose real 
experience and case is as I have described 
feels his need of Christ, groans for re- 
demption in the blood of Christ, even 
the forgiveness of sins. Though hereto- 
fore all darkness, yet now the light of 
life hath shone upon him, and shone with- 
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in him ; and nothing can give content but a 
revelation and an application of salvation 
to the soul. Crowns, sceptres, kingdoms, 
the riches, honours, glories and beauties 
of this world, are now all empty things. 
The whole world out of Christ, and with- 
out Christ, is not worth enjoying. This 
the soul feels the truth of, that u all flesh 
is grass, and all the good lin ess thereof is 
as the flower of the field. The grass 
withereth, the flower fadeth ; because the 
Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it : surely 
the people is grass." God's presence, 
pardon, grace and mercy are now prized 
beyond ten thousands of gold and silver. 
God's word is now read and searched, 
the means of grace attended upon, and 
prayer from the heart is offered up with 
inward groanings which cannot be utter- 
ed. But I would proceed to view the 
expression used to denote the souls ear- 
nestly seeking the Lord. Such are said 
to cry. "He will deliver the needy when 
he crieth? The phrase denotes a deep 
and effectual sense of want of God. No 
forms of prayer are now needed, the soal 
feels its wants, knows its own case, crieth 
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out to the Lord and finds him a God who 
heareth and answereth prayer. He hath 
delivered, he doth, and he will deliver 
such to the praise of his own grace. 

And when the Lord Jesus Christ is 
pleased to make himself knotfn, and to 
manifest himself to such, they find heaven 
begun in them, and the kingdom of God 
set up in their souls. " He will deliver 
the needy when he crieth." What does 
Christ deliver from? Sin, the greatest df 
all evils, and damnation, the greatest of 
all miseries. He delivers from. the guilt 
of sin, by making known to the soul the 
everlasting virtue, efficacy, worth and 
value of his most precious blood-shedding, 
by making an application of it to the soul 
in the promise of the everlasting gospel, 
and by sealing it home upon the heart by 
the eternal Spirit, by warming the soul 
with a sense, of his love, inflaming the 
affections with a view of his mercy ; giving 
the sinner to find that there is no love in 
Christ's heart, but he is interested in it, 
no mercy in Jesus but he has a share in; 
that Christ is his righteousness to cloath 
him, his fountain to cleanse him, his phy- 
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sician to heal him, his fountain to supply 
him with present and everlasting consola- 
tion, his all in all, his Saviour, friend, and 
brother born for adversity, and who stick- 
eth closer than a brother. He delivers 
also from the love of sin by filling the 
heart with an enjoyment of his love which 
passeth knowledge. He saves from the 
dominion and reign of sin, as he dwells in 
the heart by faith. He delivers from a 
state of darkness and the shadow of 
death, as he guides the feet into the way 
of peace. It is impossible to express 
the holy, heavenly, transporting joys with 
which Christ fills the soul when he opens* 
the door of life and salvation to poor con- 
vinced sinners, in and by the everlasting 
gospel, and by revealing himself to, and : 
living in his people as their hope of glory. 
But I pass on to consider the next descrip- 
tion of those to whom Christ is pleased to 
make known himself. "Be shall delive* 
the poor also, and him that hatfc no 
helper - By the poor are meant such 
who are so m a spiritual sense ; for though 
^mankm^ 

an* cohered, feeing destitute of aH 
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creature-holiness, purity and righteous-; 
ness, yet they are not sensible of it None 
feel their poor, sinful, deformed, wretched 
case, before the Lord opens their blind 
eyes, and puts his Holy Spirit within 
them. Therefore the poor here are such 
as feel themselves to be in, and from, and 
ef themselves, wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blinc^and naked : to whom 
the Lord gives the following advice : "I 
counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in 
the fire, that thou may est be rich, and 
white raiment, that thou mayest b€ 
clothed, ai\d that the shame of thy naked- 
ness do not appear, and anoint thine eyes 
with eyensalve that thou mayest see." 
(Rev. iiL 18.) And who are pronounced 
blessed? * Blessed are the poor in spi- 
rit.* They Me brought to true spiritual 
poverty of spirit, by the sacred enlight- 
enings arid blessed teachings of the Lord 
tfe^ Spirit, and from the inward know* 
ledge, feeling and experience which they 
have of themselves. They lost the whole 
a stock of creature grace, holiness and 
purity, by Adam's fall, and upon the dis* 
ctfvery of k, are taught from the wwd 
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and by the Spirit, that Christ is the end 
of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth : that it pleased the Father 
that in him should all fulness dwell, and 
that it is out of his fulness we all receive 
grace for grace. The poor, and such as 
have no helper, are the objects of Christ's 
pity, the subjects of his mercy ; on such 
he displays his divine grace, and glorifies 
himself in them, and upon them. The 
inward teaching, and divine progress of 
the Spirit's work in the souls of awakened 
persons is beautifully expressed. As they 
are first brought to feel their spiritual 
maladies, wants and miseries, so the 
sight they have had of sin breaks their 
hearts, makes them broken and contrite, 
they feel more than tongue can express 
of the evil of their corrupt nature, and 
are humbled more deeply before the 
Lord for the plague of "their own hearts 
than is easy to couceive ; they feel them- 
selves helpless, hopeless, sink into self- 
despair, and from thence the Lord faises 
and delivers them, by giving them to 
know that his mercy is above the earth * 
find heavens. When the Holy Spirit 
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proclaims Christ and his salvation to the 
poor destitute, and sets forth to view the 
redeeming efficacy of the Saviours blood, 
the transcendent glory and splendour of 
his righteousness, giving the soul a view 
m of his unsearchable riches ; this lifts up the 
heart to the Lord, unites the affections 
and knits them to Christ, renders him pre- 
cious and lovely ;; so that the believer 
counts all but dross and dung beside, 
and below Jesus. He is the Saviour 
of such as are needy, poor, and help- 
less, and they are saved in him, and 
by him, with an everlasting salvation. In 
him they have life, light, righteousness, 
pardon, peace, holiness, grace and glory. 
In his obedience they are justified, in his 
atonement they are cleansed, in him they 
are complete, and he presents them in 
himself holy and unblameable and irre- 
proveable before the throne. It is added, 
u he shall spare the poor and needy, md 
shall save the souls of the ne&faf? The 
sum of which is this : Jesus Christ is ex-' 
actly suited to poor sinners, to sai?e them/ 
to cleanse, heal, . pardon, bless, defend 
and succour them ; tfrere is <np sin your 
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fefel hut Christ is able to save you from 
it;, there is no want you have, but Christ 
is all-sufficient to supply it Here is the 
great ipercy of Jesus declared and disco-? 
vered, even in his holy and immutable 
word- He declares that the Spirit br 
the Lord was upon him*, and anointed him 
by the will and delight of God the Father,; 
that he should preach the gospel to the 
poor. He was sent to bind up the broken- 
hearted, to; preach deliverance to. the cap** 
tiyes, to op^n the prison to such as were 
bound, to set at liberty them that were 
bruised. Every sinner who feels his Want 
of Christ, who sees the pollution of sin, 
feels an heart of stone ; who find$ himself 
ruined and undone, because he has broken 
God's holy and righteous law ; has the 
warrant of God's word, to encourage him 
to, come and' ihake trial of the Lord Jesus, 
quid prove what the love, mercy and com- 
passion of his heart and bo welfare. r Yea, 
' (gays holy Romaine,) you cannot honour 
' Christ more than by coming to him, and 
€ trusting in him/ Does any ask, How 
shall we come? 1 answer, Just as you are, 
With all your filthiness, plague sores, 
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wants and miseries, that Christ may be* 
honoured by cleansing you, healing you, 
supplying you, and saving you from vJl',1 
and above all, for his blood cleanse th frojBi 
all sin : and he hath said it, and will make 
it good, "Him that cometh to ine, I will ifl, 
no wise oast out." I would illustrate this 
by reminding you concerning the poor! 
leper who was full of leiprosy, &nd camtf 
to Jesus saying, u Lord, if thou wilt, thou, 
canst make me clean," To whom! oorf - 
Lord replied>"I will* be thou cleans 
The leprosy was a figure of sin, of its de*; 
filing, spreading influence, of its contagion 
and filth. The man with it, full of it, ap-: 
proached Christ, and was. healed. Just 
so under the drawings and inward operas 
tion of the Holy. Ghost upon our souls, we 
approach Christ as we are, full of the le-/ 
prosy of sin; he by putting forth the 
band. orf his power, and making known 
in o*u\ hearts the virtue of his blood; 
cleanseth us from our guilt, and heals our. 
spiritual wouftds. And O that it might 
pleaaehidi to look down with infinite pity 
and compassion On us I; Then out hearts 
would be melted, o*ir affections attraoted 
k 2 
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to him, our sins would be subdued, and 
our souls would rejoice. I will now close, 
if the Lord please, with some suitable 
reflections. 

What astonishing grace does the gospel 
discover to be hid in Christ ! There is 
no sinner needs any mercy, or blessing, 
but it is to be found, and enjoyed in 
Jesus Christ. Nor is there any state or 
case, any sort or kind a sinner can be in, 
but Christ is almighty to save and de- 
liver him out of it, and from all the evil 
and miseries of it. Some, when under a 
sight and view of their own sinfulness, 
are ready to cast away their hope in 
God ; but alas ! this is dishonouring 
Christ indeed ! Jesus Christ came into 
the world to save sinners, yea, the chief 
of sinners ; and all his love, mercy, and 
compassions, are to be exercised towards 
and upon elect sinners. The sinner needs 
Christ, none but Christ can do him good ; 
and he is an hiding-place from the storm 
of divine wrath, a covert from the tem- 
pest ; every one who is under the cover- 
ing and application of his blood and 
righteousness are eternally safe and se- 
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cure. They are fit to Kve, and fit to die. 
To such, to live is Christ, and death is to 
them an advantage. You are blessed 
indeed, because ye are Christ's ! But 
may not such happy persons live low, and 
iar short of their high calling? Verily 
they may, and do. Few of us make use 
of Christ, and live upon him, and upon 
what he hath done. We should contem- 
plate Jesus as our friend, and live in the 
belief, that we are one with him, that he ' 
is eternally engaged for us, atod hath 
promised never to leave us, never to for- 
sake us. That he is ever mindful of us, 
and will never turn away from us from 
doing us good. God's dearly beloved 
ones are prone to look too much at their 
sins, corruptions, temptations, and mise- 
ries, forgetting that the proper use and 
practical experience of these, should 
.make more room for them to receive 
Christ into their hearts. It is good to 
feel sin, and to be exercised with our 
own inherent corruption, when by it we 
learn more of our need of Jesus, and 
aire led from it to Christ for him to subdue 
and dethrone it It is a sign of growth 
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.in;grace fehen we feel sin, and loathe it, 
and Ourselves for it; tad we hove no true 
J sight of sin, when we are kept by it from 
the Lord Jesiis.* 

; ... .It should be one grand subject which 
. should engage our minds, and employ our 
thoughts,— the person, work, and offices 
. of our Lord. As we contemplate him as 
-God and man, we learn and read what his 
heart is,, and must be towards us. . He 
hath taken our nature, our sins, the curse 
;due unto us for them, upon himself. He 
makes our cases his own. Not a grief 
we feel, not a distress befals us, but he 
pities and sympathizes with us under it. 
There is no state we pass through but he 
follows ns, preventing us with bis mercy. 
As it respects our sins and sinfulness, he 
iknows we look upon it as our greatest 
misery, and groan under it as an intole- 
rable turthen, and he is our propitiation 
•and advocate in. heaven with his Father, 
and our Father,' his God and our God. 

He became incarnate on purpose to 
^express and manifest his love. He was 
made a sin and a^ curse, to. deliver his 
people from it. He laid down his own 
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life, shed his own heart's blood, and 
gave himself for them, as their sacrifice 
and ransomer. He arose from the dead 
with everlasting love in his heart, not 
abated by his sufferings, but rather in- 
creased. He lives in heaven as their re- 
presentative, intercessor, and advocate, 
and says, u Because I live, ye shall live 
also." This is our security. O that he 
may look at this time on us, and give us 
to hear his blessed voice; u Look unto 
me, arid be ye saved/ all ye ends of the 
- earth, for I am God, arid there is none 
else/ 5 May his blessing accompany what 
has been delivered ; even so. Amen. 
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SERMON X. 



ZECH. III. 

AND THE LORD SAID UNTO SATAN, THE LORD REBUKE 
THEB, O SATAN 5 EVEN THE LORD THAT HATH CHOSEN 
JERUSALEM REBUKE THEE I 18 NOT THIS A BRAND 
. PLUCKED OUT OF THE FIRE ? 

It serves greatly to a right opening iaiid 
explaining the scriptures of the Old Tes- 
tament, to consider how variously and 
copiously the discoveries of Jehovah the 
Father's grace towards his chosen are ; 
and that in his revelation of Christ, with 
his testimony concerning him, it hath been 
the good pleasure of his will to suit him- 
self to the various periods of time, the di- 
verse states, circumstances, experiences, 
and cases, which his church and people 
have been in and passed through ; which 
when rightly, though but briefly, stated 
and attended to, leads to a clear view of 
several passages, as well as this before 
us, in their simple, genuine sense and 
meaning. Without attending to this as 
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a rule to direct to the true, principal and * 
proper import of the word, many scrip- 
tures must lose their beauty, and appear 
to us unimportant, and without a mean- 
ing. 

The writer of the portion selected for 
our text, was the prophet Zechariah, who 
.was cotemporary with Haggai, who to- 
gether with Malachi, lived under thfc 
second temple. The two former were 
with the people of the Jews when they 
emerged out of Babylonish captivity, 
through the edict granted by Cyrus king 
of Persia, who conquered Babylon, and 
was prophesied of by name more than 
two hundred years before his birth, by 
the prophet Isaiah. The Lord having 
accomplished his declared will concern- 
ing the captivity of his professing people 
in Babylon, (which visitation was the 
fruit and effect of their national sin) and 
the seventy years spoken of by Jeremiah, 
as the term of that captivity being fully 
completed ; he brought them forth with 
joy and gladness, saying to them, a Go 
ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the 
Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare 
K 5 
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ye, tell this, utter it even to t!he end of 
the earth : say ye, The Lord hath re- 
deemed his servant Jacob." And as by 
the exercise of his most holy providence, 
he had conducted them safely to Judea 
and Jerusalem, they set up the instituted 
worship of God in its proper plaqe y built 
an altar, and offered thereon sacrifices 
mito the Lord. And in the following year 
they laid the foundation of the Lord's 
house, and intended to proceed in build- 
ing it : which, as it attracted the attenr 
tiqn of their enemies, so it idso drew 
forth their hatred. And because the 
former would not suffer the latter to join 
with them in building the temple, they 
#ave the Jews much opposition and dis- 
turbance. The persons who thus op- 
posed them were Samaritans, a mixture 
of people of divers nations, with which 
th^ kings of Assyria had peopled , the 
land which belonged to the ten tribes, 
. (see 2 Kings xvii. 24.) and who were ever 
after this the. Jews' implacable enemies. 
These persons hired counsellors against 
them, to persuade the king of Persia's 
officers in those parts not to supply then* 
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with money, or to influence the great 
men at court to get the edict revoked. 
And they had a favourable season. Cyriis* 
though an hearty friend to the Jews, being 
engaged in wars abroad with the Lydians 
and Scythians, and his son being viceroy 
in 'his absence, who was no friend to thgtti* 
This Samaritan cabal wrote in the days 
of Artaxerxes, which was a commott 
name given to the kings x>f Persia (which 
some conceive refers to their writing tb 
£!ambyses the son of Cyrus) and were so 
successful ds to interrupt the building of 
the Lord's house, for the space" of fifteen 
years, which ?an out uhder Cambyse^ 
arid Smerdis an impostor; who pretended 
to be Sinerdis the brother af Cambyses* 
So the work ceased unto' the second year 
of the reign of D&rius Hystaspis ; under 
whose' reign the Jews were stirred up by 
the prophecies of Haggai and Zechariab 
to set about the building of the temple 
again : though they received orders to 
the contrary from thfe deputy governor* 
of the kitig of Persia. These deputy 
^emors r wrote aletter to Darius, in whicfr 
tbey^tate the case of the Jews, as they 
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had it from them, so far as they under* 
stood it. Upon the receipt of which let- 
ter, the decree of Cyrus was searched 
for and found, and Darius Hystaspis re- 
newed and confirmed it, and ordered ex- 
penses to be given out of his tribute for 
the building of the temple, and for the 
sacrifices of it. Which royal order being 
sent to the deputy governors of Judea, 
they ceased all interruption : upon which 
the building went on, and was in due 
timer finished. The first chapter of Haggai 
.is the completest comment which can be 
given on the first and second verses of the 
fifth chapter of Ezra. Thus the Lord 
having put it into the heart of Darius to 
renew the grant given by Cyrus to go on 
with and bring this good work to perfec- 
tion, and having raised up Haggai and 
Zechariah as prophets to inspire Zerub- 
babel the prince, and Joshua the high 
priest, with courage and zeal to go on 
with temple-work and reformation in a 
vigorous manner; by which means the 
people were also excited to join in pro- 
secuting it : and were farther encouraged 
by those messages brought them from the 
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Lord by these prophets of his: the eccle- 
siastical and civil magistrates, with the 
whole body of the people being thus ex- 

- cited, Haggai sharply reproves them for * 
their former delay and dropping this good 
work. They had said, M The time is not 
come, the time when the Lord's house 
should be built." Whereas this was their ' 
mistake. Thfey are encouraged in pro* 
secuting the work, with the promise, that 
u The glory of this latter bouse should be 
greater than the glory of the former 
house." The prophet, as the herald of 
Jehovah the Saviour, says, " I will fill 
this house with glory, saith the Lord of 
Hosts." The prophet Zechariah, by va- 
rious prophetical visions which he ex* 
plained to the people, encouraged their 
hearts ; and by his prophecy shewed how 
those prophecies and promises respect- 
ing the coming" of Christ in the flesh, his 
sufferings, passion, and death, his king- 

1 dom and priesthood, with his sending 
the Holy Ghost to render the gospel 
effectual in the conversion of the elect 
alnong 3 e ws and Gentiles, would begin to 
take place under, and before the destruc- 
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tion of this second temple. In those 
divine prophetic visions which precede 
and belong to our text, the first is that 
of a man riding on a red horse, and he 
stood among the myrtle trees that were 
in the bottom ; and behind him were three 
red horses speckled and white- The 
mystical signification of which is this : 
that Christ is the head of the church, the 
helper and defender of it, who is present 
with his people in their low estate and 
circumstances: that the angels are the 
executioners of his providential dispen-- 
sations of justice and judgments on the 
enemies of his church, to whom they ren- 
der an account: telling him that while 
the church was miserably afflicted, re- 
maining in very low and mean circuit 
stances, all the earth, or nations of the 
world round about her, were still and at 
rest Upon which, Christ, as Mediator, 
is set forth as graciously interceding with 
Us Father on the behalf of his church* 
The acceptableoess and prevaleucy of 
which is manifested in the gracious an- 
swer returned. In which the Fathers 
love to the church, his indignation against 
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her enemies, his reconciliation to her, 
with his promise concerning the rebuild- 
ing the city and temple, and giving them 
prosperity and increase, are fully dei- 
elared. See chap. i. His suppressing 
Hie enemies of his church is set forth* by 
the vision of the four horns, and four car- 
penters. Which horns figured the Sama- 
ritans, Ammonites, Arabians, and Syrians, 
who harrassed the Jews, who were fray- 
ed away by Zerrubbaibei, Nehemiah, 
and other rulers arid helpers of the 
Jews. 

In the second chapter, by the vision of 
ihe man with the measuring line in his 
hand, who being demanded of the pro* 
=phet whither he was going- said/To mea- 
sure Jerusalem, is shewed how Jerusalem 
should be replenished with men and 
cattle, that God would be her protection 
and glory: that Christ would be sent by 
the Father ta the Gentiles to restrain 
them from offering violence to his people 
who yet remained amongst them : that he 
would add elect Gentiles to his church, 
ahd dwell tti the midst of it for ever* 
upon which the people are called to re- 
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joice and believe the sure performance of 
all this. 

In the vision given in the chapter be- 
fore us, the continuance of the priesthood 
amongst them, representing the eternal 
priesthood of Christ, is shewed. u And 
he shewed me Joshua, the high priest, 
standing before the angel of the Lord, 
and Satan standing at his right hand to 
accuse, or resist him." Joshua, which 
signifies, says Cruden, the Lord the Sa- 
viour, was as the high priest, a type of 
Christ; and also the representative of 
the church. He is here represented as 
acting in the discharge of his sacred 
office, standing before the Sent of Je- 
hovah, the glorious Mediator; and is 
confronted by Satan, the adversary, 
which shews how the devil seeks to dis- 
tress, accuse, and oppose the servants of 
God, when they are most immediately 
engaged in seeking him. Upon which, 
Christ the advocate speaks to Satan, who 
had taken the right hand of Joshua, as 
the accuser used to do of the accused, 
and says, " The Lord rebuke thee, 
Satan, even the Lord, that hath chosea 



IMPLEADED, AND DEFENDED. 200 

Jerusalem, rebuke thee ; is not this a • \ 
a brand plucked out of the fire ? 99 This 
passage is referred to by Jude, in hid 
most excellent epistle, speaking of Mi- 
chael, which signifies, who is as God. 
Whom he styles the arch-angel. Who 
contending with the devil about the body 
of Moses, durst not bring against him a 
railing accusation, but said, the Lord re- 
buke thee. The substance of which 
seems to be this. The law of Moses was 
restored in the time of Joshua the high 
priest, by Ezra and Nehemiah : Joshua 
breaks some of these laws, by conniving 
at, or not restraining his sons from marry- 
ing strange wives. (See Ezra x. 18.) 
For which cause, it seems probable, he 
is represented in filthy garments. In 
the verse which succeeds our text, Satan 
charges him as guilty, contending and in- 
sisting on it that he ought to suffer. This 
accuser comes before Christ, who is both 
the judge and advocate of his people ; 
who rebukes him, giving his reason for 
it, and honours Joshua, commanding that 
his filthy garments be taken from him ; to 
whom he says, u I have clothed thee 
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with change of raitaeni" The Words in 
part being thus opened and explained, I 
proceed to givie'you my design from 
them ; which is this : to shew and declare 
how Satan resists and withstands, inter- 
rupts and condemns the people of God. 
Also, how Christ as their advocate casts 
out his accusations, and silences and con- 
founds him. I will, as the Lord shall en- 
able me, cast the whole into the follow- 
ing division. Shewing, first, how Satan, 
the adversary, assaults, withstands, ac- 
cuses, and brings his charges against the 
believing people of God, with the grounds 
and reasons thereof, and his own design 
therein. 

Secondly, how the Lord Christ, both as 
the judge and advocate of his people, 
casts out the suit, repels the accusations, 
and silences Satan. 

Thirdly, thit the Father's election and 
grace, shewn already towards his called 
ones, are considered and made use of by 
Christ, as motives and reasons for him to 
rebuke Satan, and defend them. 

I begin first with shewing, how Satan 
the ad v ersary assaults, withstands, accuses 
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and brings in his charges against the be- 
lieving* people of God, with the grounds 
and reasons thereof, and his own design 
therein. 

That Satan the arch-head of the apofe- 
tacy from God, the first who sinned and 
"fell ; who d rew an innumerable company of 
spiritual, intellectual beings to follow him 
in his revolt from God, is an enemy ! the 
greai enemy both of God and man, the x 
scriptures declare, the history of all times 
■proves, and every man's experience, 
whether saint or sinner, abundantly con- 
firms. This is instanced and evidenced 
in the verse which precedes our text, 
where we read : u And he shewed tne 
Joshua the high priest standing before the 
angel of the Lord, and Satan," which 
word dignifies an adversary, " standing at 
his right hand to resist him;" whom the 
Lord treats as an adversary, an enemy, 
both to him, and his: saying, * The Lord 
Vebuke thee, O Satan 1" This evil one 
has an implacable envy, hatred and malice 
against Christ and his saints, which breaks 
forth with rage when he perceives them 
*o be seeking after and cleaving with full 



i 



212 BELIEVERS ACCUSED, 

purpose of heart to Immanuel, as their 
Lord and God. He cannot restrain, nor 
•refrain himself from assaulting them when 
he perceives by them that they begin to 
think and speak highly of Christ Jesus, 
which he discovers by the alteration made 
in them by the grace of God. He knew 
them before their regeneration and con- 
version to the Lord, that then serious 
thoughts, much more heavenly things, 
were disgustful to them : that since such 
time as they have heard with peculiar at- 
tention about Christ, they have not been 
as they were before, and he perceives he 
cannot have that free access to them, and 
leave his own thoughts in their minds for 
them to think freely on as heretofore, 
which causes him to suspect them. Nay, 
he sometimes hears them speaking with 
some warmth and vigour, with real plea- 
sure and delight of Christ and his great 
salvation ; of his blessings and benefits; 
graces and comforts ; victories and 
triumphs ; glory and felicity ; which fill? 
this foul fiend with rage indeed, and he is 
determined to assault the soul, and that 
. with the utmost policy. Is it a new con- 



IMPLEADED, AND DEFENDED. 213 

vert he assaults? one who has been 
sweetly drawn to Christ by the cords of 
love, and has tasted in the exercise of 
faith that the Lord is gracious ! lie will 
suggest a thought to the mind, that having 
so much spiritual comfort and content is 
a suspicious thing; that there is reason to 
doubt of the reality of conversion where 
the soul has not been shook as it were 
over the mouth of hell ; that many y9ung 
saints turn out old gross sinners. He will 
further suggest the importance of looking 
narrowly within, to see for a cause, reason 
and motive to be found there, why the 
Lord should love us, glancing at the same 
time this thought into the mind, that with- 
out it, it is vile presumption to expect to 
be saved by Christ. If the case of the 
convert differs, and instead of being thus 
sweetly and irresistibly drawn by the free- 
ness of grace to Jesus, he sees, feels, and 
has a deep insight into his own heart ; sees 
the full vileness of sin, and has his own 
mind surrounded with a sight and remem- 
brance of his past transgressions: then 
this subtle adversary will form his assault 
accordingly, and aim to get the soul to 
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Look at sill according to his representation 
of it And if he can so far prevail, as for 
the convicted person to view, himself and 
sip, without any views of Christ and 
his sacrifices, he will endeavour- to swal- 
low him up in despair, by bringing all the. 
sip he knows him guilty- of, and charging 
it upon him; telling him he is too vile, 
loathsome and filthy to have aqy part in 
Christ, or so much as any hope in him. 
Is the person brought by the Holy Ghost 
revealing Christ in the word, to a receiv- 
ing of Christ, and to the exercise of faith, 
on him, and is he in believing filled. with 
all joy and peace ? Satan will tempt the 
believer to live upon his. joy and peace, or 
interrupt his enjoyment by suggesting 
such queries to the mind, ' or stirring up 
such corrupt affections in the heart, as 
shall fill the soul with such conceptions as 
shall lead him to value himself upon his 
enjoyments, or . damp £nd drill the affec- 
tions to heayenly, spiritual, and divine 
things. As Satan is the avowed adver- 
sary and enemy of the children of the 
Most High, so he watches them most nar- 
rowly, considers thejm personally* studies 
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them exactly, and assaults them imper* 
ceptibly. ; He; mingle& aad assimilates 
with their spirits,, japd.gete. >vithin them, 
suggests Lis own thoughts to their minds,, 
wfcifcb look to them like their own. He 
perceives how they ar# token pr displeased 
with them ; fand triqs others as the .case 
may require. Yea, he ptirs up the juices 
and blood, works upon the veigs and 
nerves of the body* and carries his causft 
most successfully when we perceive least 
of his assaults. He will arid doetf change 
the form of his attacks on us, as qm 
views, frames, experiences and walks 
vary. Such a deep politician 60 subtle 
is he, that as we increase from babes to 
yoiing men, from hence to fathers, and 
grow more into the knowledge pf Christ, 
and. of the Fathers love in him, he will 
choose out new temptation^ and try new 
kinds of stratagems pji lis. •, ; 

.There arc* two peculiar pases which ;]bew 
fel the belieyer in Jesus continually, whic^ 
nothing but faith can surmount. The onq 
is the deadness, formality and want of 
real communion with the Lord^ which the 
child of Gq4 has more or less:tiaily e$pe? 
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rience of: the other is the small victory 
and success the believer has the expe- 
rience of, over himself and his body of 
sin and death. Communion with God is 
altogether a supernatural blessing, which 
depends entirely upon the gracious pre- 
sence and influx of the Holy Ghost. 
The child of God longs for the special en- 
joyment of it in his daily walking with 
God, and in his worshipping him in his 
daily walk. The want of it in private and 
family duties is distressing to the sou), 
which distress Satan will as far as in him 
lies, promote for his own advantage. 
Nothing is more commonly the experi- 
rience of believers than to put some de- 
pendence on their enjoyments. Therefore 
if they have not learnt from the Holy 
Spirit how to keep up communion with 
God by faith in his written word, Satan 
when he sees them distressed for the 
want of comfortable commufton, will find 
it a suitable season to work upon their 
minds, that they are deceiving their own 
souls. Yea, it may be, will tempt and 
even prevail upon them to restrain prayer 
before God; seeing as he would have 



IMPEDED, AND DBFINDED. 217 

them think, they get so little in it. It is 
a truth of vast importance -to be known 
in experience, that communion With God 
is one of the deepest mysteries of grace. 
That true believers have frequent com- 
munion with the Lord when they do not 
perqeive it ' That it is not; only a possi- 
ble case, but it is a reality, that it is often 
epjpjted Ayiljhout sensible comfort attend- 
ing it. Aad.ihat some of the tiighest 
acts pf our cojnmunion with Father, Soil, 
and Spirit Consist in fervent, desire tc\ 
glorify Gbd* and* to be filled with the 
ki^ojvledge of the Lord l s will in all wis- 
dpm and spiritual understanding. 

A*., it aspects communion with God, 
the knowledge we have of it, is less thaa 
thfc Oomjnunion which we have, thpugh 
t^jett.Wil^lly (depends upon the ppvereigji, 
heavenly Father; The ; be- 
liftYSj jig sji}}>ject to much distress in con- 
3§queiK;ef,p%bis not being always a con- 
queror oyer sin; self, and Satan ; . wbieh 
a^this adversary is much better acquaint- 
ed with tlpm the former, he will chiefly, 
put hjm in, remembrance of. He knows 
full I well: whftt our constitution is* m& 

L 
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our besetting sin, how, and when H is 
most likely to prevail. What, state of 
mind will suit best for his temptyttons 
to operate most, effectually, and what 
thoughts arise within us afterwards. For 
though he cannot know the thoughts of 
our hearts, but by our looks, gestures, 
words and actions ; yet as ow Wonb^ ex- 
press ihe state of our minds, and th* 
commotion which is raised i th^re, so b& 
can and will by his hellish influence im- 
prove all these things to our disadvantage.- 
He Will at fcuch seasons blow ahd breathe, 
with his hellish blast withia Ufi, wkh *b 
intent to stir up and draw - forth all the 
corruptbn ^rithm us. At which season 
he will also -cast his fieiy darts' at ' «s4o» 
inflame our lusts, to scorch" out aaindsV 
distress 6ur hearts, and defile <jW obtt- i 
science! To shew the Vtfrioas tufeauit* 
of Ssrtaitwould necessarily lead to point? 
out how he disputes the grouttd of con- 
fidence '■■ on 1 irhidr the belieVer^ stands^ 
How he rries^erjpart af -ffie belieVeT-* 
frith aiid- hoty profession. How' fce se^ 

ticw; a*d as faith grows he works 
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in a direct opposition against it; W^bicfr 
brings me on in pursuing this subject tot 
shew how he withsfeBds> aecuses.' and 
brings in his charges . against the belieW 
ing people of God, with the grounds 1 
and reasons thereof, and his own design! 
therein, The people of God, as they 
are marching through this wildertfesa 
state to heaven, are Withstood poutifiiialty 
by this hellish adversary j who withstand* 
them, either as *a roaring lioh/w&Hung* 
about seeking whom he may devour;* 
threatening them With sudden and speedy 
destruction, blooking up thfcir way, Sfcttin^ 
his traps and gins for their feet> ftfid fen- 
tangling them therein. : Or, as a p\y 
subtle serpent, he will seetfc to take thei* 
part, and 1 pity theto th&t tWr>way } sftNtkI 
be so hard} sol dangerous and distressing. 
Putting tfcem to fckik at*be ifngodlft 
who haye^»the waiert ctf- » ; full cup 
wrung out t6 titm? Who :*tore 
u than heart caai Wish/i when h& Wifl 
if it caabe reeotacil^i #ith the IdVe and 
favour of Gtfd tomtit them, that they 
Should be so greatly afflicted, distressed, 
trie<£ and tempted as they are 1 : ■ Which 
l2 



will, draw forth at such $easora,&nd under 
peculiar circumstaiacea^ hard thoughts of 
God ; and this will make way further for 
the devil to stir up evil affections and 
desires in the mind, which he will power- 
fully wq^k and operate on> Until, sin pjre- 
vai^ng in the soul, the child of God 
£ndp himself in u the snare of the devil* 
and led captive by, him at his will. His 
$ubtilty \s frequently exercised by his 
holding a conference with the soul, fixing: 
the mind and keeping it intent upon such 
a, subject as he is. positive must .produce 
such effects qp., will. -be distressing ; and 
if he can but fix the attention, and cause 
it to muse on his temptations, his end is 
gained. In this snare he often gains ad- 
vantage over ifoe people of Cfod, when 
they least suspect and perceive him* 
Not di$cernipg between what are . their 
own thoughts, and what thoughts the 
ene#ay su^gesW to their minds. His sub- 
tilty tyiU be found to be great W it res- 
pects .his adtiflg as] an angel of light. 3He 
is well versed in sqripture, and knows 
well how to suit>use r and apply it against 
&6 people of God, He will closely At- 
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tend to their experience, and suit himself 
accordingly. Their faith* he hates, there- 
fore he will try it to the uttefatost of his 
power, by bringing scripture to them; 
presenting it in his own light, and sug- 
gesting it in such a mannei- to their minds 
as he thinks will legalize their hearts, 
and weaken their confidence in the Lord 
Jesus. He knowi the legality of the 
heart, how ^&low it is to believe what 
the Lord hath spoken." That it is rare 
for a believer to have such clear views 
of the covenant of the : essehtial Three, 
and of the Work, office, and complete 
salvation of Jesus, as to trust simply and 
wholly thereon, by means of the word of 
revelation ; therefore he finds his work- 
ing upon the natural unbelief, legality 
and darkness of the heart, to be one of 
the most effectual means of weakening 
faith and distressing the believer. Hence 
when the soul should be looking to Christ 
as the healer, he will be suggesting 
thoughts of God's holiness, wrath, and 
vengeance to th* mind. • And if the soul 
get good by htoking- to, arid viewing 
Jesus, he will suggest, it taay be altogei 
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inward corruption, stirring it up beyond 
its usual height, whereby we perceive 
our souls most awfully defiled; and the 
strength of sin within us will discover 
itself to be exceeding strong : at which 
Satan will triumph, and ask us how it is 
possible for us to belong: to the Lord, 
when we must acknowledge we were 
never in such a case before ! That the 
present defilement, stain and guilt is of 
an exceeding deep dye. That it; can 
hardly escape being visited by the Lord 

arxrnt* romartqK] ft act 6f hfe Vehff©- 

ance, and ! wrathful displeasure ! That 
we have been, all the while we have been 
professing faith in Jesus, deceiving our 
own souls, as we may now clearly per- 
ceive. Though the believer flies with 
his guilt to Jesus, presenting himself be- 
fore his throne of grace, Satan , pursues 
him, and stirs up conscience to accuse 
him.. While 'the believer is .bewailing 
himself, and cueing out a fresh manifes- 
tative pardon, Satan, will challenge him, 
and charge honke what he knows of him, 
and by him. Yea, he will remind him of 
what he hath been* how Qold, dead, life- 
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less and formal his prayers have been ! 
how ^alienated his heart hath been from 
God ! that the root of the matter is not 
in him! that the root and cause of all 
sin is in him, .that he shall as easily as 
ever overcome him again by the very 
same snare and temptation! He exhi- 
bits his charges against the believer, 
many of which the believer with shame 
acknowledges to be too true and just, 
thai he hath been overcome. SMari 
pleads the law against him, which pro-' 
nounces an eternal curse upon all un- 
righteousness. The believer's mind is 
the court where the adversary carries the 
cause, and brings in his indictments. And 
conscience which is the subject of all the 
guilt and sin within us, turns also evi- 
dence against us. So that the believer 
is sorely troubled, for when Satan Iris 
thus turned accuser, summoned consci- 
ence to give in its evidence^ what it- 
knows and is privy ib respecting such 
and such a case ; it, as the echo of the 
law, turps witness against the believer ;- 
yea, brings ekarges against us whi^h Sa* 
tan is wholly a stranger upto. This give*' 
l5 
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and actual personal guilt ;— refuge fails 
him v inward grace is insufficient to help 
him, a death is brought upon the whole of 
his expectations from it. His heart sinks, 
his hope declines, he feels himself more 
in need of Jesus than ever. Now he wants 
Christ, so as he never felt the want of 
him before. By this experience the : Holy 
Spirit is leading him to know so much of 
sin, self* Satan, and the holiness Of the 
divine law, with his own entire helpless- 
ness, as wili make way for an entire re- 
nouncing of all help and succour but in 
the person, work, and office of Christ 
alone. His very falls into. sin imbijtef 
sin to him. The malice and accusations 
of Satan with his charges, against him* 
constrain him to study the dffie&e of Chorist, 
and he is led by .these temptaJtioos and 
pursuits of Satan to cry most mightily to 
the Lord. It is true, his word* . at the 
throne of grace are.yeiyrfe.wvfc^ieebfei: 
but his desires are now expressed in- 
deed with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. . Like Joshua in. ifce . words be- 
fore our tetxt, he stands before the /Lord;, 
and Satan stands. ia( hte right hand; tfr 
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accuse him. Which brings me therefore 
to'my 

Second particular head of discourse, 
in which I propose to set forth unto you 
how the Lord Jesus Christ, as the judge, 
aud { advocate of his people, silences 
Satan in , his suits against them, repels his 
accusations, and casts out his . indict-* 
ments- Our text presents this to our 
view. Here' is Jehovah the Saviour, as 
both judge and advocate, defending 
them, exercising himself on their behalf 
when they are thus impleaded against by 
Satan, their adversary, the accuser*. He 
applies himself to him, saying, " The 
Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even; ther 
Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem, rebuke 
thee I" The same person who in the 
formor verse was called u the angel of 
the Lord, or the sent of Jehovah," who* 
is tl>e essential Son of the Father, is here 
styled Lord; who, in the exercise of h& 
advocacy °ort the behalf of his people, ad- 
dresseth his divine Father on their be- 
half, intr eating him to rebuke and can- 
foiund the malicious charges aUd opposi- 
tion made by Satan . agitiiisi <hi$ beloved 
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ones. And he repels Satan, and con- 
founds him, saying, K The Lord rebuke 
thee, O Satan!" Blessed be God, to 
tiie intent that the love and mercy, grace 
and compassion, righteousness and sacri- 
fice of Christ, may be discovered to his 
church to the uttermost, and all their 
cases, maladies, wounds, and wants, be 
amply provided for, the intercession and 
advocacy of Christ was appointed, where- 
by a perpetual memorial and remem- 
brance of his passion is kept up in hea- 
ven ; he appearing there as " a Lamb 
newly slain/ the efficacy of whose blood 
is perpetual and everlasting, he being 
the propitiation. And his intercession 
and advocacy containing in them a supply 
and support for his people, let what may 
befal them. It is this is the grand pre- 
servative of the people of God from total 
and final apostacy. Their recovery from 
fells and relapses into sin, their freedom 
from condemnation, their deliverances 
from Satan, when they have been actually 
taken captive by him; the renewing® of 
manifestattive peaee, pardon, healing, and 
Salvation, are all to be ascribed to it. 
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And never does the grace of Jesus ap- 
pear ia an higher point of view than it 
does when manifested to the soul who has 
be$n exercised with/ Satan's snares, 
temptations, resistings* and accusations, 
hi the manner which has been described. 
When impleaded by Satan, accused in 
the court of conscience, self-condemned, 
jion-phissed and confounded, inwardly 
filled with confusion, and assaulted at 
the throne of grace Jby our common 
adversary with his threatening? and me* 
naces ; to have the Lord Jesus in these 
circumstances plead the causes of our 
souls, this is grace f and dome of the 
highest acts of it, which we have a sen* 
sible experience of in this present life. 
Jeremiah the prophet knew somewhat of 
this in his own case and experience, which 
he thus sets before us in the third chapter 
of his Lamentations, verses 54— 58, ad- 
dressing himself to the Lord, he utters 
himself thus : fc I called upon thy name, O 
Lord, out of ihe low dutigeon. Thou hast 
heard my voice, hide not; thine ear to my 
breathing, at my cry. Thou drewest near 
in^ithe day that I called' upon thee, thou 
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saiddt, Fear not. O Lord, thou hast 
pleaded the cause of my soul, thou 
hast redeemed my life." Blessings on our 
great high priest, his heart in heaven is 
fixed on his people on earth, and breaks 
forth towards them under all the sin and 
misery which befals them ; for he is in union 
with them, their head in glory, and is so far 
interested in what befals them here below, 
both as it respects sin and suffering, that 
his mercy, grace, and compassion, break 
forth in the displays of it just as their 
cases are, and their necessities require. 
He is their judge, who knows their cause, 
and is able to plead it. He is their ad- 
vocate, who looks on them as his clients, 
and acts for them as such. He is their 
friend who loveth them at all times. He 
is their sanctuary and defence, notwith- 
standing all the assaults of hell against 
them. He can actually discern between 
what is the devil's own work in them, and 
what is their own act He knows how 
far they sin with their will, and how far 
they are overcome by the superior force 
and power of the enemy. He knows full 
well the malice, hatred, and power of the 
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devil, his goings in, his comings out, and 
his rage against them. - He knows how 
their souls mourn for offending him, and 
grieving his Holy Spirit ; and though >b* 
does not excuse, connive at, or bear with 
their sins, yet he beara with them, and 
bears them up under them, bringing them 
forth in due time from, under these bur* 
thens and oppressions with triumph, so 
that they say, * Rejoice not against mej 
O mine enemy : when I fall I shall arise; 
when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be 
a light unto meJ" He repels with indig- # 

nation ^aian'Sf «&cua9aiicmd against tlroroj - 

and casts out his indictments, having the 
whole personal worth of.' his. ancient en- 
gagements, his righteousness, and blood 
to plead on their behalf. He casts out 
Satan's accusations, having more to plead 
for them, than he can possibly have to 
plead against them. Does the adversary 
plead against them that they have broken 
the ; law, and are thereby • guilty ?. Christ 
pleads he has fulfilled the law, and that 
they thereby are in him justified. Does 
Satan plead that they are loathsome .and 
filthy in their own persons, being defiled 



234 BELIEVERS ACCUSED, 

with sin ? Christ pleads that u He hath 
loved them, and washed them from their 
sins, in his own blood*" Does Satan 
further charge it upon them, and plead 
that their wills have been greatly en- 
gaged in sinning ? Christ hatjr to plead, 
that their wills were never so much, so 
freely and fully engaged in offending, as 
his will hath been in obeying and suffer- 
ing for them, " the just for the unjust. 9 
Does he further say, They have by their 
falls greatly dishonoured God ? the advo- 
cate has to rejoin, he himself has more 

than it was ever in their power to dis- 
honour them. Satan's accusations against 
them have no force in them, they being 
all founded upon the law as a covenant of 
works, which as such has been fulfilled 
by Christ the covenant head of his 
people, for them, and is as such out of 
force and date as it respects them ; so 
that it cannot pronounce a curse upon 
them. Also Satan only accuses before 
God as a lawgiver ; but Christ pleads 
with him as the God and Father of him- 
self, and of his people ; using all las in- 
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terest in him for them ; pleading the ever- 
lasting covenant, with the promises there- 
of. Here I will endeavour to open this 
mysterious grace, as it is actually mani- 
fested, to the soul in real experience. 
There is none of the Lord's people on 
earth without sin,! And every one of 
them knows, by experience, the bitterness 
of spirit which is occasioned by feeling 
the plague of their own hearts. There 
are seasons when they at6 overcome by, 
abd fall <into 'sin. Then Satan is busy 
with hid accusations, and their spirits are 
overwhelmed. They betake themselves 
to the Lord Jesus, and fall down before 
him acknowledging what they have done. 
Grief on every hand surrounds them. It 
is given them to consider, though their 
present case, evil, and wound, may be of 
a deep dye, and of a peculiar nature, 
attended with it may be very aggravating 
circumstances ; yet Christ is what he was 
before to them, their Saviour. Though 
m their experience they feel themselves 
most awfully defiled ; yet they are not 
even how so black as Jesus, beheld them, 
when he undertook for them, and saw 
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them actually to be when be underwent 
soul travail for them. Which conside- 
ration, as suggested to their minds by the 
Holy Spirit of God, enables them to pray 
the Lord Jesus Christ to look upon them, 
and be merciful to them, as he hath been 
used to do to such as believe on him. To 
act now towards them according to his 
own heart which burned with love to 
them, when they were u in their sins, and 
in their blood." And as he bore their 
sins in his own body on the tree, and his 
soul was then oppressed with the imputa- 
tion of that very particular -guilt which 
now lies on their minds, he would be 
pleased to give them present relief from 
it, by creating fresh thoughts, and giving 
them fresh views of the everlasting 
cleansing, healing, purging, pardoning, 
justifying, sanctifying virtue of his blood- 
shedding, and oblation of himself for 
them. While they are thus addressing 
Christ, he by his Eternal Spirit within 
them, gives them such conceptions of 
himself as * the High Priest of their 
profession/' as leads them by faith to 
view him in heaven, as their everlasting 
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healer and purifier. Which encourages 
them to approach him with all their fill- 
ness of inward sin and defilement, view- 
ing liim in the fulness of his worth and 
worthiness, grace and fulness, as in- 
finitely exceeding and surpassing' them 
in the meanness of their persons* fthd 
demerit of their sins. By which means, 
through the influence of the Holy Ghost, 
the efficacy of Christ's death and irradia- 
tion is so gloriously, freely, and powbb- 
f ally revealed to them, and their faith so 
distinctly exercised on it, that tkey in- 
wardly feel, truly, and spiritually in 
themselves, Hie virtue of Christ's blood^ 
arid experience fresh peace and pardon 
flowing therefrom, to the comfort of their 
minds, and quieting of their consciences. 
Thus they are brought in their inward 
thoughts to see and perceive* the all- 
prevailing . advocacy of Christ, which is 
founded upon his righteousness and 
blood, to be their all-sufficient security 
to defend and shelter them from the 
malicious- accusations of the enemy, to 
render them useless and unsuccessful. 
So that now Christ's advocateship ap- 
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Christ in ctheir affectioqs and jestimatkjtt 
highly honourable, tbetr All in All. Now 
the Lord Jesus .being well aequamtal 
totb the interest they have in; his Father* 
heart forloveyandhowiiigWy.houoarable 
they are in his view and esteem, this to 
considered by Christ, is made use of fey 
him, as motives and reasons to rebuke 
Satan, and defend them. 

And here I would be understood totfOn-* 
ceive Christ's intercession founded *«poti 
the counsel of the eternal Three;- and 
that in -the disohage of it witfaktthe veil, 
there is by this means a bringing to: re- 
membrance as it were, the utmost depths 
of that counsel. As may appear if you 
read; and' enter spiritually in the seven- 
teenth chapter of Johns gospel ; .which 
may be well styled an original copy of oar 
Lord?* sacts for us within ther veil. ■ Here 
a question may be asked ; seeiag election 
of persons is an eternal and internal act 
in the will of God, and Christ's interces- 
sion Which is the fruit of his fealvatioa is 
only on their behalf how are such to act, 
who have not the immediate testimony of 
the Spirit witnessing with: their spirits 
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that they are the children of <God? See* 
iag that thia sabred witues* may, f aftd doth 
9uspdnd his testimony when believers are 
Hi the sinful cases we have been speaking 
of ! At least he leaves thdm. .without the 
powerful belief rand comfort of it ! I 
answer, seeing it remains art eternal irre- 
vocable act in the mind and will of God, 
and Christ/ toows each, attd all <rf those 
person^ whom the Father gave , to him, 
whose sinfc be bore/ and for whom he 
intercedes; let them therefore cast them- 
selves uppn the belief of his immutable 
yerity, praying bim to ; deal : with them 
according io .it. And let thorn fcarn to 
leave the , decision of this great point 
with himself, to shine upon, a&d manifest 
himself to tbfetii, and give them a sense 
of their personal interest in himself just 
when, and as he pleases. Let them also 
in such high and holy exercises, watch di- 
ligently, and ma^k attentively. ,what holy 
motions are: rdised in their sonjs; and 
what sectete C&rist; is . pleased to. iw|)art 
junto them. If they ;fiad by a pa^ive 
resignation ; of thein*elves; J*> . jGodj it is 
the desire.of their, sduls to be dealt with 
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by Jehovah according to his high etnd 
holy will, which is known to himsqlfy 
though unknown to them, and find any 
divine sweetness coming into their 'souls 
from the doctrines of everlasting love, 
and predestinating grace \ let them look 
upon it as a token for good, and treasure 
it up as a choice expression, and evidence 
of God's love to them. If they dan leave* 
themselves simply with Christ, and honour 
him as their remembrancer in heaven, by 
believing that he hath the everlasting 
interest of his people at heart, and has 
graven them on the palms of his hands; let 
them know this is the way to be made 
truly sensible they are his portion. It is 
one way which Christ is pleased in heaven 
to make use. of, to manifest his love to the 
hearts of his people on earth; to quicken 
their affections, and excite their love to 
him, by sending his Spirit to bring such a 
scripture to their minds, as in a moment, 
through his life-giving influences, creates 
feuch thoughts of him as inflame their souls 
with the most divine affections to him, 
and give them most high, glorious, and 
divine views of his love to them, 
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To conclude ; Christ who knows the 
heart of his Father in heaven towards his 
people in their militant state; also his 
own thoughts and views of them, and 
presents them in his own person, work, and 
intercession, complete before the throne ; 
will most surely rebuke Satan for their 
sakes, giving them good evidence of his 
faithful fulfilment of his promise, that no 
weapon formed against them, either by 
earth > 6r hell, shall prosper. May we 
find the truth of it Aweri. 
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SERMON XI. 



HEBREW8 V. ?. 

WHO CAN HAVB* GOKPA88XON Off THE* XCjfOBANTj AND 
OF THEM THAT ARB OUT OF THB WAT, FOB- THAT 
HE HIMSELF ALSO IS COMPASSED WITH INFIRMITY. 

It hath pleased God in Hie scriptures, of 
ruth, to set before us the exceeding sin- 
fulness of sin, with the universal fall and 
total corruption of all mankind ; to the in- 
tent, whenever it is given unto us through 
the gracious teachings and quickening in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost to feel our 
guilt, see our ruin, and acknowledge our 
danger, we may be fitted to receive the 
welcome news of a Saviour, and receive 
. him as our salvation. In the everlasting 
gospel, the ever blessed God sets forth 
before us, life and salvation, pardon and 
redemption, in its utmost freeness, ful- 
ness and perfection : so that it is indeed 
the power of God to every one that be- 
lieveth. 
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In this epistle the Lord Jems Christ is 
set forth in the glories of his person, and 
in the dignity and efficacy of his priestly 
office, with the blessings and benefit* 
which flow therefrom. A subject which 
exactly suits ns^.so far as by the inward 
light audi teacting of the Holy Spirit wq 
kndw ourselves to be sinners, as the 
whole remejdy and core for sin is con- 
tained therein.. ■ . * 

Of snch vast i|fe, and importance did 
that great light of the Church of Ohrist> 
the renowned-Doctor Owen conceive the. 
epistle to the Hebrews to be, that he 
said, 'The natural world might as well 
4 be without the suit, as the* church of 
' Christ without this epistle/ 

As thie eternal dignity and everlasting 
efficacy of Christ's sacrifice flows from 
Hie essential Godhead and divinity of his 
person, so this epistlb begins with giving 
us an account thereof The scriptures 
reveal and speak of Christ's essential, 
personal, mediatorial, and relative glory. 
u God, who a!: sundry tinies and divers 
maimers, spake in time past unto the feu 
thers by the prophrfs, harth in these last 
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days spoken unto us by his Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds: who 
being the brightness of his. glory, and 
the express image of his person, and up- 
holding all things by the word of his 
power, when he had by himself purged 
our sins, sat down on the. right hand of 
the majesty on high." The apostle never 
treats of that great act of Christ's patting 
away our sins, and purging away the filth 
of them by the sacrifice of himself, with- 
out speaking of his co-existence in the 
Godhead and equality with the Father, 
that from the view of him as one in the 
essential, incomprehensible, self-existing 
essence, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, we might trust in his work as our 
finished salvation ; and derive everlasting 
consolation from his engagements with 
his Father on .our behalf, and from his 
offices which receive all their validity 
therefrom. The sacred writer presents 
Christ, the Son of the living God, clothed 
with flesh and blood as the true Imma- 
nuel ; and calls upon us to contemplate 
his person, excellencies and office: 
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w wherefore holy brethren, partakers of 
the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle 
and High Priest of our profession, Christ 
Jesus." As he pursues the subject he 
presents him in his priestly glory and 
mercy, as "a great high priest that is 
passed into the heavens," to execute his 
office there agreeably to his personal 
dignity and royalty, his oneness with, 
and relation to his people. To make this 
great and interesting Subject the more 
plain and familiar, the writer instances in 
the person, office, and qualifications of 
the high priests under the law, as sym- 
bolical of Christ: u for every high. priest 
taken from among men, is ordained for 
men in things pertaining to God, that he 
may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. 
Who can have compassion on the igno- 
rant, and on them , that are out of the 
way, for that lie himself also is compassed 
with infirmity P Beloved, so complete is 
the revelation , given iis of Christ by the 
Holy; Spirit in the written word, that did 
we but freely and spiritually apprehend 
and receive it, all bur discouragements 
arising from guilt and sin would be en* 

M 5 
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thely removed frna oar hearts. Did mi- 
mrters preack Christ jast exactly as he , 
dtines forth m the volume of inspiration 
m would find ye wasted nothing bat 
faith to receive the saw, and your hearts 
would daaoe for joy. I cannot, I dare 
not say I preach Christ thus; bat could 
I get through the Spirit's mfhience into 
the right art of preaching Christ, it would 
then be found, that one grand design, of 
it is to remove all stumbling bloeks out 
of the way, and that the one constant 
voice of Christ- in it to saints and sinners 
is, * Look unto me, and be ye saved. 
Behold me, behold me ! * As the gospel 
expresses the mystery of God's love; to 
the subject of it is truly subfime and spi- 
ritual. Yet the whole gospel contains 
for the substance of it, but this one plain 
and simple truth that, "God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish but have everlasting 
life" Which truth we are probe to over- 
look, on account of its spirituality and 
simplicity. Oh! that God the Spirit nky 
be pleased most graciously to influence 
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and direct me, whilst I attempt to proceed 
with my subject and explain the text, 
which I propose to do in the following 
order. 

First, by considering in a. brief manner, 
the qualifications of an high priest under 
the ceremonial law, as specified in the 
words before qs, he must be one " who 
could have compassion oil the ignorant, 
and on such as are out of the way. 9 
, Secondly, by accommodating the pas- 
sage to Christ; and shew how he was 
fitted and (Qualified to exercise himself . 
in his office, as the true high priest of his 
church and people. 

Thirdly, I will observe what a blessed 
account is here giveji us of the heart of 
Christ iii heaven towards his people on 
earth, of 15s bowels of mercy exercised 
towards than under all and every cir- 
caxnstance of sin aad- misery, which can 
possibly befaA the** in this vale of tears. 

I am first to t&Qasj&tar in a brief man* 
aer > the qualifications o£ au iigh priest 
under the oerer^oflml kw, as specified 
isi Ae, words befom fwr; he nwist be 
aae " who xwiaid have compawion on 
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the ignorant and on such as are out of 
the way." 

This chapter before us thus begins : 
u For every high priest taken from among 
men is ordained for men in things per- 
taining to God, that he may offer both 
gifts and sacrifices for sin." The very 
office itself supposes sin, and was ap- 
pointed on the account of it. Immedi- 
ately upon the fall, man's sin, andGods 
method of salvation from it, ' were set 
forth in the institution of a sacrifice, 
which required one to act in the capacity 
of a priest to offer it Hereby a stand* 
*ing memorial was kept up under the pa^ 
triarchal dispensation of man's guilt, pol- 
lution, and demerit; ai>d of Christ the 
immaculate Lamb v who was to take, sin 
away by the sacrifice of himself. Under 
the Mosaic economy, a constant solemn 
remembrance of Christ's propitiatory ob- 
lation was kept up, and continued eveiy 
morning and evening ; by which the true 
Israel of God saw in a figure, and beheld: 
by feith the sufferings, bloodshed, and 
death of Jesus; with the perfection, virtue 
*»d efficacy of the oblation of our ever, 
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blessed Immanuel. At the appointment 
and by the command of Jehovah, Aaron 
was elected and consecrated to exercise 
the office of high priest, which required 
him to attend in a very particular manner 
on the yearly day of expiation, to lay his 
hands on the head of the scape goat, to 
confess over him all the sins, iniquities, 
and transgressions of the people of Is- 
rael ; and then to send the animal thus 
loaded with iniquities, transgressions and 
sins, transferred from the people to it, 
into a land not inhabited. After which, 
the high priest having the sacrifices, was 
to appear before the Lord with blood 
and incense, and fume it between the 
cherubims of glory, and sprinkle the 
blood before the mercy seat ; and on his. 
coming out of the holy of holies, he was: 
to lift up his hands and pronounce the 
benediction.' All which service was in be-! 
half of the people, considered as in them- 
selves sinful, unclean, and unworthy/. 
That this solemn service might be per- 
formed in a feeling manner by the high- 
priest, he was chosen from among men, a 
man in himself, and of himself, guilty, 
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sinful and unclean. He was experimen- 
tally fo consider this, that he might ex- 
ercise himself in the discharge of his 
office in a tender, merciful and compas- 
sionate manner. His office was for the 
benefit of the people. He was the re- 
presentative of them. His approach to 
God was on their behalf. He was to 
make and complete the typical atonement 
for their crimes, to intercede with God 
for them. Thus * every high priest taken 
from among men, is ordained for men, in 
things pertaining to God, that he may 
offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins/ 
As a peculiar qualification to the exercise 
of this office for the real benefit of the 
people, the high priest must be one, * who 
could have compassion on the ignorant, 
and on them that are out of the way, for 
that he himself also is compassed with 
infirmity." He being the subject of the 
same sinful nature, and liable to sinful in- 
firmities with the people, for whom he 
was concerned: the consideratitHi of 
which was sufficient, under the influence 
of grace, to make him compassionate! aid 
tender-hearted. So that if any of them 
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were gone out of God's way by wilful 
sinning,. falling by infirmity, or ignorant 
of the revealed will and commands of 
the Most High, the high priest was to ex- 
press his pity for them, his compassions 
on them, and that because he stood united 
to them, interested in them, and was re- 
lated to them by virtue of bis office. So 
that let their several cases, as personally 
considered, he what_they would, the 
atonement made by him was always com- 
plete; by which their sin was hid and 
covered. His intercession was always 
the same, and their interest in it always 
alike. His benediction was pronounced 
with the same love on them, let their cases 
be what they would. In all which our 
most precious Lord Jesus Christ was 
most gloriously typified, represented, 
and shadowed forth. The high priest 
bore the names of all the twelve tribes 
cm his brea*6-plate, inscribed on the twelve 
precious stones in it, which represented 
the elect Israel as fixed on the heart of 
Christ, and his heart .fixed on them, he 
having them in everlasting remembrance 
in heaven. It is probable the spouse al- 
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hides to it, when she prays thus : u Set 
me as a seal upon thine heart." The 
high priest also bore the names of the 
twelve tribes on the shoulder pieces of 
the ephod, to point out Christ's bearing 
up his people, though burthened with 
weights of sin and misery, and bearing 
up his whole church by the arm of his 
power. Moses, it may be, alludes to this, 
when he says : u The eternal God is ihy 
refuge, and underneath are the everlast- 
ing arms." Isaiah seems to have refer- 
ence to it also, when speaking of Jesus 
he. saith, " the government shall be upon 
his shoulder." The high priest appeared 
in the presence of God in the holiest of 
all, as * the holy one of Jehovah," having 
this inscription on the front of the mitre> 
u Holiness to the Lord ;" knd though his 
back was then towards them, and his face 
turned from them, yet they were worn on 
his heart, nor was he ever at any time 
more deeply concerned for them, nor en- 
gaged on their behalf, to execute, his 
office for their real benefit. Judge then 
if it was not absolutely necessary the 
high priest should bear as it were an in*: 
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mutable lave, be full of compassion, and 
clothed with bowels of mercy,, be pitiful 
and tender-hearted ; that he might exer- 
cise himself in his sacred function, agree- 
ably to the nature and dignity .of his 
office, as the representative of our Jesus. 
From this brief account of the qualifica- 
tion of the high priest under the ceremo- 
nial law, with. his work and office, on the 
behalf of God's Israel; considered in 
themselves, sinful, guilty and liable to 
err from the right way, as ignorant, need- 
ing divine clemency; it absolutely re- 
quired the person who discharged this 
office, should always in the exercise of 
it, be one who could " have compassion 
on the ignorant, and on them who are out 
of the way, for that he himself was com- 
passed with infirmity," and liable to sin, 
even as other men, if left of God to him- 
self ! The spiritual meaning of all which, 
as it represents the compassions of our 
Jesus, contains true pure gospel. The 
depths of his grace and mercy are truly 
astonishing and divine* This brings me 
therefore 

■ Secondly, by accommodating our text 
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to Christ, to shew how he was fitted and 
qualified to exercise himself in his office ' 
as the true high priest of his churoh and 
people. 

How ineffably preoious must, the Lord 
Jesus Christ be to that soul, who by faith 
views him, as " one who can have com- 
passion on the ignorant, and on them that 
are out of the way." May the eternal 
Spirit enable me so to set him forth, as 
that he may become increasingly precious 
to each of you who know him 1 I grant the 
words before us are not spoken of Christ, 
but of his type ; yet they most surely 
may serve to represent him to us. For 
if frail men, Messiah's types who officia- 
ted in the office of high priests, were to 
be qualified with this peculiar disposition 
to fit them for their office; to be such who 
could and were disposed to have com- 
passion on the ignorant and those who 
were out of the way ; surely the antity- 
pical Aaron, infinitely transcends them in 
these qualifications ! The person of 
Christ as God-man, mediator, is wonder* 
ful ! « The brightness of his Father's 
glory, and the express image of his per- 
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son," in whom, and by whom, all the 
love, mercy > and grace of the essential 
Three was to be manifested to the very 
utmost. The essential Son of God be* 
came true and very man, God and man in 
one Christ, thai the love of the Godhead 
might shine forth in its fullest splendour, 
and the highest instance and evidence be 
given of it to the elect in their fallen 
state and sinftl circumstances. The love 
of Christ to his people is infinite ! From 
everlasting to everlasting, it is one and 
the same invariable act. It admits of no 
increase, nor decrease. It is eternal, in* 
variable love ! That full vent might be 
given to the outgoings of it, the Son of 
God left his throne of majesty, the bosom 
of his Father, laid aside the glory he had 
with Mni before, the world was r came 
down (teak heaven, and for us men, and 
for our salvation became incarnate, and 
was made flesh, and dwelt among ua, 
full of grace and truth. . The human na* 
ture of Christ was framed by the Holy 
Ghos«,to b^ a proper instrument for God 
the Sen tb perform the work of obedience 
and suffering, and to express in it to his 
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people, all the mercy and compassion of 
God. The heart of Christ was large 
enough* to contain all the love of God, 
with the whole of its manifestative fulness 
to the whole body of the elect. - The 
bowels of Jesus Were capable of contain- 
ing the whole fulness :of God's manifes- 
tative mercy, and from Christ, God-man, 
as the ordinance of grace and. salvation, 
all the blessings thereof 'Were to flow 
forth abundantly. O stupendous grace 1 
the Father's coequal and co-eternal Son 
veiled his glory, clothed himself with 
flesh and blood, came into our world by 
his open and visible assumption of our 
nature, addressing his Father thus: u A 
body hast thou prepared me, lo, I come, 
I delight to do thy will, O God." Well 
might all the angels in heaven start from 
their thrones, leave them, and descend to 
earth, beholding with inexpressible ad- 
miration their Creator and eternal King, 
wrapt up in the rags of our mortality ! 
No wonder they sung, u Glory to God in 
the highest, peace on earth, good will 
towards men," when Immanuel, whose 
nature, personality, love, mercy, and sal- 
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vatioh, is a confluence of holy wanders, 
was seen by them, in the likeness, of sin- 
ful flesh I It is an essential truth, con- 
firmed by the joint suffrage of the whole 
bible, that Christ is Jehovah, self-exist- 
ent, and all-sufficient, the true God, and 
eternal life. It is impossible for us to 
exalt him too high, he being " God oyer 
all, blessed for ever. Amen." Yet when 
we consider him in his Godhead, we 
must not overlook him as a suitable Sa- 
viour for us. If we would view him as 
the Christ of God, we must behold him 
as God-man, and consider him as God 
dwelling personally in our nature which 
he took into subsistence with himself. 
Then his-being a partaker of our nature 
will encourage our approach to him; 
whilst his eternal Godhead will give us 
sufficient cause, and his immutable word 
sufficient warrant to trust- in Jiim> which 
we may do with safety, because it is 
written, " blessed are all thoSte who put 
their trust in him." And here let me in? 
treat you to view this Prince of peace> 
his taking our nature, state> and condi* 
tioh, that therein he might in hiV own 
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person undergo all the miseries of life, 
taste and experience all sorts and kinds 
of afflictions and temptations, and expe- 
rience in his own body and soul the whole 
curse due to sin/ Though our Lord did 
not represent us in his incarnation and 
birth, yet he became incarnate and was 
born for us. He took . with our nature 
all its sinless infirmities, and 1 as he was 
bone of our bone, so he became like unto 
us in all things, sin only excepted. He 
was clothed with a body of frail mortal 
flesh, and was the subject of all the sin- 
less infirmities thereof ; he passed through 
our state, exposed to the very same trials, 
afflictions, temptations, and miseries with 
us. He was the subject who was charged 
with all the sins of his people. He felt 
the weight and burden of them, he saw 
clearly the venom and demerit contained 
in them. His understanding had a dear 
and full apprehension of each and every 
one of th€m : and though he could not 
feel guilt in the way we do, yet he so far 
experienced it as to be in this, as well as 
in othet respects, tempted in all thing* 
as we are, yet without sin. His whole 
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life was made up of a loss of his per- 
sonal glory, an eclipse. of his person: he 
was. a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with .griefs. . He sustained more misery 
in Ms own person, than can ever befal 
the whole creation. Nor did his people 
ever experience, any, but Christ drank of 
the same cup though he was never mise- 
rable under any of them, because his 
beingin a condition capable to experience 
them, was the fruit of his own voluntary 
engagements with his Father on the be- 
half of his chosen. He was tried with 
temptations from the world and the devil 
as his people are. Does Satan tempt 
any of them to doubt their sonship ? He 
assaulted Christ with, u If thou be the 
Son of God." Does Satan tempt any of 
them to murder ? Christ their Lord was 
tried with the , same temptation. Do any 
of them experience the hidings of their 
heavenly Father's countenance ? So did 
Christ to an inexpressible degree, so 
that he cried out, "My God, my, God, 
why hast thou forsaken me ? * Are any 
of them plunged in deep waters of soul 
-distress? Do they cry out of the: low 
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dungeon ? Christ was in such a state and 
case as to say, " All thy waves and storms 
are gone over me. Thy fierce wrath 
goeth over me, thy terrors have cut me 
off." Must they pass through the grave 
and gate of death ? Christ hath passed 
through before them, and by his death 
he hath abolished death, and by his rising 
to life again, hath restored to us ever* 
lastinglife. Oh ! what infinite compassions, 
what depths of mercy, what boundless 
grace, what matchless love is Jesus Christ 
the subject of! O Sirs, .Christ is as 
ready to forgive sin, as it is natural to 
you to be sinful. And Oh ! that ye could 
but apprehend this blessed truth, that 
Jesus Christ is just exactly what you 
as poor sinful people need hiin to be.- 
He can have compassion on the ignorant, 
on such as have lost their way to heaven, 
and know not their right hand from their 
left in scripture matters. Some of you 
it may be though under some influence 
of the; Holy Spirit, yet know not what 
ye want. Ye think ye would fain be saved 
by Christ, yet you know not how to come 
to him. Ye feel some emotions and de* 
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sires after him, yet ye cannot tell, it may 
be, how to express them to Christ, nor 
to such as ye think belong to Christ. 
Wheh ye would pray, it may be, you 
c&nnot utter your desires at the throne. 
When ye read the word, it may be, ye 
complain ye cannot understand it. Be of 
good cheer, beloved; Jesus, the com- 
passionate Saviour esteems it his glory to 
pitove to a demonstration that he can 
bave compassion on the ignorant. Come 
and give up thyself to him, for teaching, 
pardon, salvation and life everlasting. 
He saith, * Ask and ye shall have, seek 
and ye shall find, knock and it shall be 
opened unto you." He teacheth and 
makes the simple wise unto salvation. 
He is every way qualified for his office, 
which is to preach the gospel to the poor, 
to bind up the broken-hearted, to comfort 
all that tnonfn. Oh 1 that through the grace 
of the ttdly Spirit, ye may each of you, 
let yotif cases be what they may, apply 
this day to Jesus, and find in your souls 
by blessed experience, the power of the 
Lord present to heal> that in him, the fa- 
- therless and friendless, the sinful, guilty, 

N 
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polluted, and uudone, findeth mercy. Our 
Lord Jesus, as the high priest over the 
house of God, hath not only compassion 
on the ignorant, but also on such as are 
out of the way* By such as are out of 
the way are to be understood such as 
being left to themselves, have willingly 
a,nd wilfully forsaken the Lord the foun- 
tain of living waters, by willingly and 
wilfully sinning against him* It pleased 
God under the ceremonial dispensation 
to ordain and provide a sacrifice for sins 
of ignorance, and also for wilful sinning ; 
to point out the profession and all-suffi- 
ciency of Christ's sacrifice. To shew it 
was to be a personal one, an atonement 
including and comprehending each, all, 
and every particular sin of the elect, and 
to declare that his blood cleanseth from 
all sin ; and, as I think and conceive, the 
apostle Paul glances at it here, has it in 
view, and from hence proceeds to set 
forth Christ in the highest meridian of his 
mediatorial grace, mercy, and clemency. 
. Our Lord having once been compassed 
. with the sinless infirmities of his people, 
covered with their sins and surrounded 
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with their sorrows, encompassed round 
about on every side by their enemies; 
is so feeliugly touched with a sense of 
every sorrow and misery which befals 
them, and his bowels are so inwardly, 
moved, that they break forth into such 
expressions, as prove that he is rich in 
mercy to them. His bowels roll within 
him to do them good. He has in our 
nature, which he wore by personal union, 
felt every sort of grief which can possibly 
befal any of his beloved ones ; his heart 
is towards them, he having on their be- 
half, and for their benefit experienced 
sorrows inexpressible ! tasted all sorts 
and kinds of death for them, been tempt- 
ed, tried and forsaken as their head and 
Saviour; he is therefore out of his own 
heart, with a pity and affection peculiar 
to himself, experimentally affected with 
the case of his people, and always dispos- 
ed to exercise pity and jpompassion tor 
wards them; let their cases be what 
they may. So that I go on, and will, 
Thirdly, observe what a blessed ac- 
count is here set before us, and given us, 
of the heart of Christ in heaven, towards 
% N 2 
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Ms people upon earth, of his bowels of 
mercy exercised towards them under all 
and every circumstance of sin and misery 
tvhich can possibly befal them in this 
vale 6f tears. 

The people of God being the invaria- 
ble objects of Christ's love, the travail of 
his soul, the joy of his heart, his crfcWn 
and diadem, must be remembered by 
him, though he is exalted far above all 
blessings and praisS, with evertasting 
kindness. He safth expressly, * Atl my 
delight is in the saints which art on the 
earth." When he was about to die fot 
them, he gfcye an instance how that hfcv* 
trig loved his own which wefe in the 
world, he would love them tq the end, 
or for ever, by performing a servile act, 
as recorded in thfc thirteenth of John's 
Gospel. Teaching us thereby, that When 
in heaven his heart l*ouM b6 s6 con^ 
tintfally engaged antl concerned about 
his beloved on earth, th&t in t|ie tnid^t of 
all his glory it would as it wefe cause 
his heart to leap for joy to be agfeih in 
the world to evidence his Ibve, evefi in 
the least and meanest instance of it 9o 
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filll of love was he ! Our Lord Jesus being 
now exalted on his roycU throne of me<> 
^ diation, by the covenant and oath of the 
eternal Three, it is his honour and glory 
to shine forth in the full lustre of his 
grace and mercy, and to express and 
manifest it to the uttermost The apostle 
Peter speaking of Christ's exaltatioq 
sa&fc* * tfim hath God exalted with bis 
right-hand,, to be a Prince and Saviour, 
{o give repentance to his people, and the 
forgiveness of sins. 9 

Jesijs $p w enthroned, crowned Saviour, 
in giojry everlasting, is upon his throne 
Almighty to save, bless and defend all 
who trust in him, to express his love tq 
fc> his called ones to the very uttermost 
He is able to save them from all their 
sins. His bipod is efficacious to cleanse 
them from every spot, stain, guilt, and 
defilement; to heal every wound, to par- 
don eY^ry transgression, to save with an 
everlasting salvation all who believe and 
trust in him. He lives in heaven a priest 
for ever, after the power of an endless 
life* to bestow the blessings of his media- 
tion on sipch signers as he died fojv As 
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long as they remain here below, they are 
the subjects of a sinful nature. Through 
its influences within and upon them, they 
sometimes fall into evil, which fetches 
sighs and groans from them which cannot 
be expressed. Therefore whilst in this 
state Christ's love towards them is chiefly 
discovered and manifested towards them, 
in acts of mercy and pardon. It is hard 
for them to believe Jesus, in heaven, who 
" loved them, and washed them from their 
sins in his own blood," can compassionate 
them, when they, have contracted fresh 
guilt, brought fresh stains on their minds, 
and gotten fresh wounds, being overcome 
by their own false and deceitful hearts. 
It would make Jesus precious indeed, if 
they did believe his heart was thus to- 
wards them, amid all that befals them of 
sin and guilt, temptations a,nd misery. 
Yet his state of exaltation, by which be 
is so far above them, leads them to think, 
it can scarce admit that he should be so 
interested in their sinful cases, as to be 
naturally inclined, and necessarily dis- 
posed, to be full of compassion and mercy 
towards them. We are forgetful that he 
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hath actually taken up, into the highest 
heavens, all the sinless infirmities belong- 
ing to our nature, that he may express 
them towards us, as our wounds and 
wants require. Let us here take Paul for 
aur guide, and therefore listen to what he 
«ays. He opens heaven to us, and speaks 
of Christ as there, in the thirteenth verse 
of the former chapter, saying, * Seeing 
then we have a great high priest, that is 
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold fast our profession." 
Here is Ghrist within the veil. Now he 
proceecls to shew us what Christ is to us, 
how he feels for us, and is disposed to- 
wards us. • tf For we have not an high 
priest which cannot be touched with the 
.feeling of our infirmities; but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet with- 
out sin. w O stupendous mercy ! marvel- 
lous grace! the bowels of Jesus, though 
on his throne, are what they were on the 
cross, bowels of mercy! By infirmities, 
sins are to be understood. Any, and all 
those which the .called are liable to. The 
mercy of Christ is hfere set open to our 
view. It flows forth in acts of everlast- 
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ing kindness. Are any of you who be- 
lieve, fallen by your iniquity? Jesus saith, 
"I will heal your bac^slidings, I will lovq 
jqu freely." Are you under present 
guilt? "his blood cleaseth from all sin." 
Jesus is a present Saviour. Are ye fallen 
into sin? thus it is written,, "if any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the F& 7 
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous, and h$ 
is the propitiation for our sins." Is tyerq 
a sense of present sin, guilt, and pollu- 
tion on your minds? Jesus is now this 
moment with all the virtue of his b^ood f& 
heaven* " the propitiation for our sins^ 
believers look off you^gelves entire^ 
and look to Christ continually. He> ha£fo 
you in his thoughts continually, He en* 
gages uever to turn away from you from 
doing you good* He saith, "I will never, 
leave thee, nor forsake thee." He wiU 
be your guide through \ife y your com- 
forter at death, and your exceeding great 
reward in heaven. 

Qh! th^t God the HQlyObostmyblem 
what has been thus feebly delivered* and 
encourage your hearts by it to trust cpu-i 
timwlly in Chri&t. Jesua, Amejn. . 
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SERMON XJJ. 



I coe. xv. 8?. 

HUT T HANKS BE TO OOJ>, WH.ICH GIVETH US* TBS VIC- 
TOST THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

Sin ift the greatest of all evils; and it 
hath, and still continues to produce all 
kinds of miseries. It h^s wholly ruined 
and corrupted our natures, and rendered 
them the subjects of ewls;, diseases, and 
qtiaeries inconceivable aaii inexpressible. 
There is not, nor can there be any sort or 
degree of pain, misery, or distress we 
feel in our persons, either in mind, body, 
or estate, but sin is solely the $ause of. 
All the mnenes this nation groans under 
Ut the present day are whofiy to be a^-. 
erik^d to *in. Yea, the damnation ei - 
sinneng in hell, with all the tremendous* 
horrors tjhey are filled with,, which they 
awtain and undergo in the infliction of 
n 5 , 
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the righteous curse of the broken law 
for ever and ever, is but the fruit and 
effect of it, the wages due unto it So 
that it may be truly said, there is but one 
evil to be found in earth or hell, and that 
is sin; all other being but the natural 
fruits and effects of it. To describe the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin in the nature 
of it fully ; to express the guilt, and make 
manifest the demerit of it, it is impossible! 
it being infinitely beyond all the evils pro- 
duced by it, and continued through its 
reign, power, influence and dominion. 
Damnation itself, which is the most tre- 
mendous of all miseries which can possi- 
bly befal a rational creature, hath not 
that evil in it which is in sin itself, it being 
but the effect, which sin as the cause pro- 
duces, and brings upon the sinner s body 
and soul for ever. , 

Among the various evils which sin hath 
introduced, and rendered man's nature 
liable unto, death is one, which to sinners 
out of Christ may emphatically be styled 
the king of terrors; because it puts a 
stop to all present pursuits, deprives of 
all creature good, separates soul aad 
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body, consigning the one to the dust, 
whilst it introduces the other into bound- 
less eternity. And the soul falling into the 
hands of the living God, and being found 
by and before him in its sinful, guilty, and 
polluted state, is immediately sentenced 
to eternal wrath, with, " Depart ye cursed 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his, angels." 

The everlasting gospel of the blessed 
God, as it informs us of the covenant 
•which obtained between the essential, co- 
equal, coeternal Three; so it declares 
how sinners may be saved from sin, escape 
damnation, and inherit glory, viz. by faith 
in the obedience and atonement of Jesus 
Christ ow Lord; who was made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem 
them who .were under the law, by being 
xnade siii and a curse for us. 

This chapter might well bear the title 
of th£ believers' consolations against the 
fears of death, with his triumph over th$t 
last enemy .and the grave, by faith in the 
resurrection; of Christ Jesus his Lord. 
Our apostle begins with an account of 
what he esteemed the prime points of his 
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ministry, the death, burial, and resurrec- 
tion of Christ tf I delivered to you, 
(says he) first of all that which I also re- 
ceived, which I laid as the foundation of 
your faith and hope in God, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures* In the everlasting covenant 
the essential and only begotten Son of 
God, at his Father's call, and in obedi- 
ence to his Father's will, undertook for, 
and substituted himself on the behalf of 
the many which the Father had given 
hbn* He for them became incarnate, 
obeyed the law, and bore their sins in his 
own body on the tree ; he died in their 
law-place, room, and stead, hearing the 
whole fulness of his Fathers curse, and 
wrath due to their transgressions. Having 
u finished the transgression, made an end 
of sin, made reconciliation ft* iniquity, 
and brought in everlasting righteousness," 
he cried out, * It is finished.* As he 
yielded up the ghost by death, his body 
Was under tfee arrest of it, aqd laid: in 
- the cold sepulchre that the grave might 
thepeby be perfumed, agl become* a bed 
ef roees to $11 his qaints* fie rose by>iis 
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own power on the third day to immortal 
life, as Lord and conqueror of sin, Satan, 
death, and hell, i. e. the grave ; by which 
it was fully proved that the work of sal- 
vation wrought out on the behalf, and for 
the benefit of his church and people was 
fully accomplished, and that he was be- 
come "the author of eternal salvation * 
to. all that believe on him. 

This being a truth of infinite conse- 
quence, the apostle goes on to give unde-t 
niable evidence of our Lord's resurrec- 
tion, by reciting the names, and pointing 
out the persons who wete eye-witnesses, 
and Jiad borne their testimony thereof, 
lie shews the vast importance of Christ's 
resurrection, by shewing what would be 
the case, if Christ were not raised up 
from under the power of death. "And 
if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain, 
ye are yet in your sins." He most posi* 
tivefy declare? that " Christ is risen from 
the deafci,,qnd become . the first fruits of 
them that slept** And. the head being 
risen, his members who are hia mystiq 
body, mijst and will be raised aba. But 
tbwe.Uaii oTd^ tobeobseryec^ "Ghriat 
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is the first fruits." His resurrection sanc- 
tifies and ensures the resurrection of all 
the elect. He rose as a conqueror over 
death, rose by his own power, rose as 
u the first born, and first begotten from 

* the dead after him, by virtue of union 
with him, through the mighty working of 
his power, they that are Christ's will be 
raised at his second coming. He then 
enters freely and fully into the subject of 
the resurrection of the Lord's dead, re- 
proves the folly of such as in the church 
of Corinth denied the resurrection ; treats 
of the glorious change which will pass on 
these bodies of ours at the last day ; de- 
clares a mystery which had been hid from 
the beginning of the world, how living 
saints would be changed in their bodies 
" in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye 
at the last trump. For.the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised * in- 
corruptible, and we (living saints) shall 
be changed, i For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and this mortal must 
put on immortality.? At which time "will 
be brought to pass the saying that is 

^written, death is swallowed up ift victory.* 
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The saints risen insult death, and triumph 
over it, and the grave for ever, saying, 
" O: death where is thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy victory ? The sting of death 
is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 
But thanks be unto God which giveth us 
the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

The words of my text thus in part 
opened, are a triumph over death and 
the grave ; uttered by Paul, and put by 
him into the mouths of saints, as newly 
risen from the dead on the glorious morn 
of their resurrection. In speaking further 
on them, I will aim to hold forth, and ex- 
press the following particulars. 

First, by considering to whom they be- 
long, and are applicable. 
. Secondly, that believers in Christ have 
good reason to triumph in him, and m&y 
well shout victory over death itself/ am* 
the grave, saying, * Thanks be unto Gbd 
which giveth us the victory through aw 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

• Thirdly, the misery of such as have lio 
portion in this grace, with the happiness 
of such as have. 
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I propose in the first place to consider 
to whom the words before us belong, and 
to whom they are applicable. It may 
easily be seen, and conceived by you, 
that my text stands closely connected 
with the words going immediately before 
it. The word But knits it so, that in a 
very concise manner I must survey them 
again, that 1 qiay shew the true ultimate 
$cope thereof. I will begin with the fifty-r 
first verse, u Behold, I shew you a mysk 
tery : we shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all (i. e. living saints whq shaU be on 
sarth at the second coming of Christ) be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eyq, at the last trump, for the 
trtfkapet shall sound, and the dfead (i; e. 
the dead in Christ) shall be raised iwox* 
roptible in their bodies, made powerful, 
gfcHjious, and immortal, and we (i. living 
teint$) shall be changed," in our bodies 
tijjtbowjt tasting death, and undergo in 
item the same change which otfafer sairito 
are the subjects of by their resurrection. 
%Fw. this corruptible must put on incor- 
wpti0e f JMid this mortal must put on im- 
mortality. So when this corruptible shall 
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have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that is 
written, death is swallowed up in victory J 9 
These words are quoted from the twenty- 
fifth chapter of the prophet Isaiah, and 
were spoken by the prophet of the glo- 
rious Messiaff, who as the conqueror of 
death was to swallow it up in his own 
person io victory, and has done it, and 
abolished death; and what he did his 
people have their part, share, and interest 
in ; and these words are here applied by 
Paul to saints on their resurrection morn; 
who are represented as insulting death, 
and triumphing over it and the grave, 
saying, "Q death, where is thy sting? 
Q grave, where is thy victory ? n These 
last words are quoted from Hosea, and 
belong to Christ, a#d may be considered 
93 spoken by him at his own personal re-i 
surrectiou from the grave. Christ hatk 
destroyed and abolished death, so that 
at the time these words refer to, it will 
be known no more for ever. Then the 
grave, ttmt great devourer, its bands will 
be loosed, it will never have power any 
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more. By way of reply to these ques- 
tions it is said, " the sting of death is 
sin." But Christ died in the room and 
stead of his people, charged with their 
sins, and he bore their iniquities ; henee 
there is redemption in his blood, the free, 
full, and irrevocable pardon of. them. 
"The strength of sin," thaf which gives 
it a damning guilt and -power tq. all who 
live and die in, and under ii y i&the law, 
the holy law of God which pronounces 
\ an eternal curse upon every transgressor 
i of it. But Christ fulfilled the law for his 
people ; hencG they are justified from all 
things, so that they shout, " But thanks 
be unto God, which giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ" So that 
these words in their primary meaning 
belong to saints, when risen from the 
dead, made completely, in body and soul, 
in every sense and faculty, like Christ, 
and fully conformable to him ; when they 
most gloriously appear to be the sons of 
God, being the children of the resurrec- 
tion. . We commonly apply them to be- 
lievers in their present state, and many 
of them express their strong faith in 
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Christ by the use of them, and they well 
may, as there is a present and everlasting 
victory in Christ, which they are called 
upon to anticipate and enjoy. But their 
fulness of triumph can only be uttered in 
this language, when risen from the grave 
of death, as lords and conquerors in their 
own persons through Christ over it. At 
which time their bodies will be like Christ's; 
they will then see him as he is, and be 
completely fitted' for the full enjoyment 
of him in his eternal kingdom of gloryi 
Having shewn to whom these words be- 
long, and are in their' highest sense ap- 
. plicable, so I proceed secondarily to shew 
how they belong only at present to be- 
lievers in Jesus, who may mix faith with 
them, make use of them, and thereby 
express their triumphs in Christ's victories 
over death and hell, by which I mean the 
grave. But will it not be suitable to set 4 
forth and declare, who are believers? 
" All men have not f^ith." Every mafrt 
born into this world deserveth God's 
wrath and damnation. No man can save 
himself. Sin hath totally corrupted alt 
flesh. All mankind are equally fallen, 
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and ip their natures as ruined by the fall 
are alike unclean. The law hath pro*, 
pounced an eternal curse upon all Adam's 
posterity. Who then can be saved? 
None* No, not one, by apy pQwe?,^iJl, 
or act of their own. This is a truth whkb 
shines as clear as the sun throughout the 
written word of the Most High- Faith 
is the gift of God, aad it cannot be re- 
ceived without the mighty operation of 
the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit is 
pleased to give divine evidence of this in 
the hearts of all whom he awakens. H$ 
quickens their souls as the Spirit of lift 
from Christ with life in Christ, He shew? 
them what sin is, and what is done in 
them/ and for them. He gives them W 
see its nature, guilt, and filth. He make* 
them acquainted with its power and do* 
minion : causes them to fall down iu their 
own view as dead, and damned at the 
sight he gives them of it, and of them- 
wives as the subjects of it By which 
means they see with their own eyes, exr 
perience in their own souls, feel in their 
own hearts, and acknowledge before tho 
JLord, how justly they deserve the damr 
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nation of hell. Hereby they feel their 
need of pardoning mercy, apprehend 
their need of Jesus and his salvation. 
His blood and righteousness become 
precious to them ; and to be informed 
that he is Almighty to save, that he saves 
freely, fully, completely, every sinner 
Mho trusts in him, this is gospel indeed. 
A joyful sound, harmonious to the ear \ 
The name of Jesus is exhiKrating, which 
yields joy to the heart which is unspeak- 
able. This is a brief account of the 
Holy Spirit's work in the souls of men> 
^nd the method he makes use of, to the 
fritefrt that they, feeling their want of 
Jesus and his salvation, he may become 
inestimably precious unto them, as made 
known to them in his word, and revealed 
by it in their hearts. In his own good 
pleasure, and at the time when it will 
make most for his glory, he leads th6 
poor, convinced, self-emptied sinner to 
Christ, takes of his things, imd shews 
them to him, and so effectually, and di<- 
■Vhiely enlightens the mind with the saving 
ihbwledge of Christ from the word <k 
the gospel, and so opens the heart to re- 



286 faith's triumph oveb 

ceive Christ by it, that there is through 
the mighty power of the Lord the Spirit 
a real closing between the sinner and 
Jesus, most truly effected. This is by 
the inward revelation of Jesus Christ, by 
which the soul apprehends the virtue of 
Christ's blood as effectually sufficient to 
cleanse from every spot and stain of sin 
before the Lord, and that for ever ; and 
has a sight of Christ's righteousness, so 
as to have the heart taken with it, and 
drawn to pray to be found clothed therein, 
living, dying, and before God's tribunal. 
So that such are believers, who see by 
faith, salvation in Christ, are drawn by 
the Father through the gracious influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, under the at- 
tractive, and omnipotent sweetness of 
everlasting love, to the Lord Jesus for 
pardon, life, and salvation. Such an one 
is a believer who takes Christ's word for 
his warrant, and by faith in it rests him- 
self on the person, blood, and righteous- 
ness of Immanuel, for present, spiritual, 
and everlasting salvation. Nor shall such 
be ashamed, or confounded; world without 
end. But are all in this congregation 
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such as believe in Christ to the saving of 
the soul? Though without all doubt* 
each of you cannot be styled believers iu 
Christ Jesus, yet ye are all sinners, and 
ye need Christ, and dying without faith 
in him ye are everlastingly undone. The 
gospel, which is the charter of salvation, 
contains a free, full and perfect pardon, 
to each and every sinner, be he who, or 
what he may, who comes to Christ for it. 
I stand here with one foot on time, the 
other on eternity, to inform you that 
Christ himself, who is truth itself, from 
whom pardon is freely dispensed ex- 
pressly saith, "Him that cometh unto 
me, I will in no wise cast out." Here is 
no objection against thee, O sinner, 
though thou hast been living in sin and * 
unbelief all thy days to the present mo- 
ment. If thy sins and guilt are as infinite 
as sins and guilt ever were; if thine 
exceed all that are actually in hell; yet 
upon this general word of Christ thou 
mayest hope. And if through the' power 
of the Holy Ghost working by it in thy 
soul;, thou art enabled to believe the 
word which Jesus hath spoken, and 
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comest to Christ, putting thy whole trust 
in hini, thou wilt find the blood of Christ 
effectual, and that it cteanseth thee froitt 
all sin, and that his all-sufficient righte- 
ousness will hide all thy deformity from 
view. If thou art brought to renounce 
all self-dependence, to come in the exer- 
cise of simple dependence on Christ's 
blood and righteousness to God for sol- 
vation, he will be pleased to pronounce 
thee a pardoned person, saying and 
speaking from his word, and by his Spirit 
to thee, 66 Blessed is he whose trans- 
gression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord 
will not impute sin." Oh ! that God may 
accompany this with an effectual blessing 
to you to-day, and send his Spirit into 
your hearts that ye may cry, Abba, Fa- 
ther. Believers in Christ are interested 
in every blessing which he obtained by 
the sweat of his brow, the travaii of his 
soul, the triumphs and victories of his 
cross ; so that it belongs unto them, and 
it highly becomes them to say in views 
of death and the grave, * But thanks be 
to God which giveth us the victory through 
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Lord Jesus Christ." They may now 
triumph in Christ by faith, as lords and 
conquerors over sin, Satan, death and 
hfell, and in the qxercises of a lively hope 
anticipate their; future blessedness when 
they shall awake from the sleep of death, 
in the perfect likeness of Christ, which 
•will yield them complete satisfaction, as 
it did the psalmist, who said, " I shall be 
satisfied, when I awake, with thy like- 
ness.^ 

This brings me, secondly, to shew that 
believers in Christ have good reason to 
triumph in him, and may well shout victory 
over death itself, and the grave, saying, 
"Thanks be unto God which giveth us, 
the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ" 

That such as have life in Christ, and are 
quickened by the Spirit of Christ are real 
.believers in him, none can deny. That 
-they have good reason to triumph over 
,sm, selfj the world which lieth in the 
arms of the wicked one, Satan and all the 
hoists of fallen spirits, death and hell, in 
the exercise of faith on the person, work, 
salvation, victories, word and promise of 
o 
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Christy hone will gainsay who are &e> 
quainted with the truth as it binf Jesus ; 
for it is an eternal truth founded upon 
i mmutable evidences drawn from the 
word of God, atod confirmed by the exan*- 
pies and experiences of many Saints re- 
corded therein. Yet it is to be greatly 
lamented that few of those blessed per- 
sons who believe on Christ, so lite on 
him, by maintaining ki their own minds 
the truths and doctrines of the everlasting 
Gospel, a& to walk by faith according to 
their high rank and dignity-* Some of 
them do not conceive it to be their bonnd- 
en duty and service to honour the Lord 
Jesus to the very uttermost by believing 
on him, making their continual boast of 
him, and triumphing in him. Yet there 
are none of them, acquainted with scrip- 
ture, but look on Paul as a believer who 
honoured Christ this way. But then 
they consider him as a saint of vast attain- 
ment in the knowledge of the person, love, 
salvation, offices, fulness, blessings and 
benefits of Christ: a champion for free 
•grace, who liyed in Christ, high above and 
beyond himself in sights and views of 
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Jesus, inr the exercise of his spiritual fa- 
culties on him, ami in real fellowship with 
him ; by which he had, in holy intercourse 
witb his divine. Lord, the possession and 
enjoyment of the blessings and benefits 
of: his great salvation. As we consider 
Jb*s high valuation of Christ, his personal 
xjOfiwnqnion with him through the grace 
of the eternal Spirit, we wonder not that 
he should always shout Victory, victory, 
everlasting victory over sin, Satan, death 
and hell, saying, u Thanks be unto God 
which grveth us the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ because we conceive 
him favoured with- peculiar privileges, 
-forgetting that what Paul was as a saint, 
he was. in Christ, and what he did to the 
honour and glory of God, he did it by 
faith in Jesus as his Saviour. We are 
prone to forget and very backward to 
believe and have right apprehensions of 
this, that what Paul was in Christ, that 
■every believer also is. Nor does he chal- 
lenge any thing as belonging to himself 
as one with Christ, but what belongs to 
the whole household and family of faith. 
If he speaks :*)f being a conquerer in 
o 2 
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Christ be does but place himself in the * 
rank with other believers, and then he 
says, "we are more than conquerers 
through him that loved us." This is the 
doctrine which runs throughout the whole 
Bible, that Christ and his people are one. 
What he is to his whole church collec- . 
tively, that he is to each and every indi- 
vidual member thereof, the weakest as 
well as the strongest. Every believer is 
in Christ, one with him, and bath life, 
grace, holiness, righteousness, purity, 
blessedness and glory in him. a Of him 
are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God (i. e, 
of Jehovah the Father) is made unto us 
wisdom and righteousness, and sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption." (1 Cor. i. 30.) 
This then affords gceat and good reason 
to every real believer in Christ Jesus to 
triumph in him on account of the union 
between them, and because u there is no 
condemnation to them who are in him,* 
they b^ing justified from all things, God 
having freely forgiven them all trespasses, 
and because/* they are passed from death 
unto life, and are complete in Jesus." 
Union between Christ and his ^people is 
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the foundation and fountain of all the 

r ... . . 

commiiniori betwixt him and them ; which 
consists in their being 1 made partakers of 
him, and in having fellowship witfc him 
In grace find glory. It is because they 
were one with hitn that " he loved them; 
, and washed 7 them from their sins in his 
own hlood:" so that they have good rea- 
son to triumph in Christ, and may well 
shout Victory over all enemies, sins, and 
miseries, which will fully appear as wfe 
consider Christ as their salvation. No- 
thing can distress the believer more than 
sin doth, in the sense and experience 
which he hath of it, in its nature and guilt, 
pollution and detnerit To get above it, 
to triumph over it by faith in Jesuk, is 
high and most divine. f 
i It may be, you will ask how. it can be 
done ? /The apostle did for himself, and 
others, triumph over it. Let me in a brief 
manner set before you how a believer 
-may, and should triumph in Christ over 
the whole guilt, pollution and demerit of 
sin ; view himself in Christ complete, glory 
in his cross, view death destroyed, Satan 
conquered, the grav6 vanquished, and &y 
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out, u Thanks be uftto God which giveth 
lis the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ i" $nd as the scripture alone shall 
|>e guide, so let me illustrate this, by 
pointing it out in the .pase and person of 
pur Apostle before us; and we also may 
by faith in the work and word of Jesus be 
as bold as he was, and triumph as he did. 
As it respects sin in its guilt, pollution and 
demerit; when we consider the eternal 
worth of the person of Christ God-man, 
who gave himself for usj offered himself 
as the substitute, and bore in bis own 
body and soul, in the garden and on the 
cross, all the sin, guilt and pollution con- 
tained in the iniquities of his people, and 
by the sacrifice of his whole person put 
awa^ sin, purging away the guilt of it by 
his most precious blood-shedding : then 
We see tjie person, sacrifice, sufferings 
and obedience of Christ unto death con* 
tain such everlasting virtue and efficacy* 
as infinitely outvies the meanness of our 
persons, exceeds the utmost evil contained 
in the nature, guilt and pollution of our 
icrimes, and by believing God's testimony, 
that the blood of Jesus Christ his soa 
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clean&eth us from all sin, we experience 
its healing* cleansing virtue, and triumph* 
saying, «" As far as the east is from the 
west, so. far hath he removed our trans- 
gressions from us." Hear ye the Apostle 
in his high and mighty triumph over sin, 
law, justice, Satan and. every enemy; 
and in bis challenge to all, and every 
opposer; over all and every thing which 
could be urged, or suggested from any, 
from every quarter. He cries out with a 
loud voice, " Who shall lay any thing to 
the charge of God's elect ? it is God that 
justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? 
it is Christ that died, yea rather that is 
risen again, \yho is even at the right hand 
x>f God, who also maketh intercession for 
us." Paul was strong in faith, giving 
glory to God ; a very bold man was he, 
who read the scriptures with critical 
exactness,i making use of whatsoever he 
fount} in them, to eucourage his faith and 
hope in God. He takes these words, in 
which be expresseth this glorious triumph 
Over sin in ( its pollution, guilt and deme- 
rit* out *>f the mouth of Christ, and speaks 
fhem after him a* his own, and the voice 
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of the whole' church. They aire quoted 
from the 50th of Isaiah, where Christ is 
represented as standing at his Father's 
tribunal charged with all th4 iniquities of 
his people. In defiance of sin imputed 
and curse inflicted, as the Almighty con- 
qiierer of it cries but : " He -is near that 
justifieth me ; who will contend with me ? 
let us stand together : who is mine adver- 
sary? let him come near unto me. Be- 
hold the Lord God will help me, who is 
he that shall condemn me?" Why, Paul, 
«ny believer in Jesus may be as bold as 
'you are. And I ask you, sirs, who that 
belongs to Christ, and has clear views of 
his union with, and interest in him, but 
may be thus bold also ? by beholding and 
believing that Christ hath abolished sin> 
<>urse and death, and is living hi the pre- 
sence of God as the lamb, who hath for 
'fever put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self. Does a body of sin and death hinder 
thee, O believer, from triumphing in 
Christ it should not. It did not Paul. 
He knew himself in Chttst perfectly fteed 
from the whole of it, 66 ih£t wks aot 
imputed to him. He teHs*us ift the sixth 
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.chapter of the Romans, it was put to death 
when Christ died, and nailed to thecrosfe 
with him. * Knowing this, that our old 
man is crucified with him, that the body 
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth 
we should not serve sin. For he that is 
dead is freed from sin." He would have 
believers upon consideration of their 
union with Christ in his death and 
resurrection, and their fellowship with 
him therein, reckon themselves to be in 
God's sight what Christ is ; as truly dead 
to sin, and alive to God in Christ their 
head and substitute. u Likewise reckon 
yourselves to be dead ind6€Sd unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. * Does the in-being of sin, that 
mystery of iniquity within us, in its work- 
ings, influences and cursed motions in our 
mortal bodies, hinder us from triumphing 
in Christ? Paul felt, and had more bit- 
ter experience of it than any of us can 
pretend to. Yet after a sore conflict with 
it, though he cried out in the bitterness 
of his soul : * O wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death?* immediately he triumphs in 
o5 
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faith, viewing his perfect deliverance in 
Christ from it: "I thank God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. » Does the world 
assault? is it in the arm$ of the wicked 
one ? Be of good cheer saith Jesus, I 
have overcome the world, * God forbid 
(saith Paul) that I should glory, save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified unto me, and 
I unto the world;" thus he triumphs in 
? Christ's cross. Is Satan a sworn, conr 
stant, subtle enemy ? Christ hath trod on 
his head, hath him under his feet, ahd be 
shall soon be under thine. u The God of 
peace shall bruise Satan under yourieet 
.shortly.? Doth death assault? Paul tri- 
umphs. "O death where is thy sting ? 
-0 grave where is thy victory ?" Christ 
hath destroyed death v and him that had 
the power of it, that is the Devils The 
• believer in Jesus may; defy death, and 
; when it actually seizes him, may sing wd 
shout: "O death, where is thy sting?" 
; And why, Obelifevsrfc should you not live 
. by faith on Christ, and dg as valiantly in 
iin the exercise of it cm him as ever PiBml 
udid? swdbg ye have the. a&me Jesus to 
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Jpok to, the same salvation to live on, and 
the same victories to triumph in. Ye have 
the same word of promise, which affords 
the same supports for your confidence it 
did to Paul. O that we might triumph 
in the person, salvation, victories and 
conquests of our Lord, as he did ! *This 
would be to honour Christ indeed* 

This brings me, thirdly, to point out 
the misery of such as have no portion in 
this grace, with the happiness of such as 
have. 

Such as have at present no portion in 
this grace, are sinners in a state of sin and 
unbelief, <tf whom it is said, u he that be- 
lfovfcth not shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God abideth on him.* And Christ 
saitb expressly, "he that believe th not 
shall be damned. * The misery of such 
ews in their present state is inexpressi- 
bly, thoij^ they :. feel -it- not to any good 
purpose, $o as to turn to the Lord. Sin- 
ners, ye that are here this day in your 
sins, hear ye the word of the Lord 
* There is no peace saith my God to the 
wicked." Look round you and see what 
ma hath done, and is 4*ily doing amongst 
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you. The present times are truly awful. 
Go where one will, everybody complains 
of the war : I am not going to enter into 
the subject/ by saying whether it be just, 
or unjust so to do. But this' I must and 
will say, that which is the sole cause of 
the war, and continues it, is overlooked, 
and no complaint is made about it, and it 
is sin: personal, family, national sin. This, 
Sirs, is the cause of all our national cala- 
mities, Alas ! who lays this . to heart ? 
where are the persons who mourn for the 
abominations committed in the land, who 
smite upon the thigh, crying out, What 
have we, what have I done ? will ye 
sinners go on in your sins ? think, O think, 
ye must die ; and how will ye die in 
x your present state? for ye are liable to 
damnation every moment. <Let but the 
breath in your nostrils cease > and ye are 
immediately in hell. The mortality which 
prevails in this and neighbouring towns, 
so that death enters into our windows, and 
daily snatches away some or other from 
amongst us, is an alarming providence, 
:arid loudly calls upon you to prepare to 
+meet God at his judgment seat The 
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probability of the yellow fever beipg in 
the country, which should it b^fflf out 
and spread; would make tremendous 
devastation, loudly calls upon you to con- 
sider your ways. The want of corn, the 
scarcity' of provisions, the calamities pro- 
duced by the war, are solemn tokens of 
God's wrathful displeasure. Will ye 
then, O sinners, go on in your sins ? ye 
may make a wretched shift and live out 
of Christ, but what will ye do in the hour 
of death and day of judgment, if found 
out of him ? it will be damnation indeed, 
to die out of Christ." A sinner in a dying 
moment, with his pulse ceasing, his heart 
failing, his life expiring, his soul depart- 
ing, and launching into boundless eter- 
nity! O what thought can conceive or 
tongue express the horrors which must 
then fall on him ! I grant that such as die 
under the curse of God, being through 
the deceitfulness of sin insensible of their 
state, may die in peace. But the soul 
being departed from the body, let us 
follow it into vast eternity, at the bar of 
offended Deity, where, found in its sin, 
the awful sentence of damnation already 
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upor^ record in this book, is passed, and 
the s6ul is cast into the prison of hell. 
Let us contemplate its entrance there. 
What agonies mast accompany its final 
condemnation ! Being all intellect npw, 
a full view and remembrance will be pre- 
sented to it Eternity which is a conti- 
nual flux of time will know no end. The 
damned will have these subjects to 
^Bgage their minds on, the exceeding 
sinfulness of their natures, and sins com- 
mitted in the body : the anger ,an(J 
wrath of God which they are the just 
•objects and subjects of on account of their 
sin: his holiness and justice, majesty 
and eternity; this will be h^ll, unspeak- 
able misery, to be filled through and 
through with a real sense, feeling and 
experience of God's curse aacl wrath due 
to sin. O the thoughtlessness of sinners! 
though it may be many of you have 
fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, hqs- 
rbands, wives, friends and acquaintances 
iq hell, yet you live in the same state, in 
the d&me sins which were their eternal 
ruin. We generally follow our deceased 
fellow mortals no further than the grave. 
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Never once asking, where is he, and she, 
whom death hath called from time to 
eternity ? One who viewed the careless- 
ness of survivors, though some of their 
friends were separated from them by 
death, and were actually in hell, num- 
bered with the damned, broke out by 
way of apostrophe to God, saying, u Who 
knoweth the power of thine anger ? even 
according to thy fear so is thy wrath t* 
The pains of hell, the agonies of the 
damned, the tremendous wrath of the 
Lord God Almighty which will be exe- 
cuted perpetually on them every moment 
in eternity is beyond all conception. 
Knowing therefore the terrors of the 
Lord we persuade you by all the terrors 
of hell, by all the joys of heaven, by the 
love, soul travail, and bloody sweat of 
Jesus, to consider and examine what 
ydur state before God. is. It has been 
hinted to me, I cannot say I have exa- 
mined it, but if so, it is vastly remarkable, 
that of the many lately cut ioff by death 
in this place, by the present fatal fever, 
not one of them were even professors, or 
so much as hearera of God's word. O 
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that this may stir you op to attend God's 
worship, and may the Lord give you to 
know the day of your visitation, that to 
day ye may hear Christ's voice, and 
harden not your liearts ! I turn fr6m this 
most awful theme; praying the Lord 
may accompany the subject with the 
power and energy of his. Spirit to your 
hearts, to contemplate the happiness of 
such as have their portion in Christ, and 
his rich grace. 

Believers in Jesus having him for their 
portion, and an enjoyment in their own 
souls of his rich mercy and grace, they 
are blessed in their persons, souls, and 
bodies, which are united to the person of 
Christ, God-man; who has washed them 
in his own blood from every spot and 
stain of sin; presents them in his own 
righteousness before the throne ; and 
has obtained eternal peace and pardon 
for them. Their blessedness consists in 
their being one with Christ, and in his 
being one with them. Their safety con- 
sists in having him their friend, their 
shield, and defence, in their being saved 
in him, as well as by him, with an ever- 
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lasting salvation. ' Under the purple co- 
vering of Christte most precious blood; 
as" wrapt tip 4fl his consummate robe of 
righfeousrieiitf tijtey are proof against siii, 
Satan/ death, and hell: they live in 
Christ, and he lives in them, he is to 
them their beloved friend, their all in alL 
They in due season die, drop the mantle 
of mortality, which gives them pleasure. 
In their dying moments they generally 
find Christ hath swallowed up death in 
victory; and that precious in the sight 
of thfc Lord is th6 death of his saints. 
Mr. Romaine tells us, ' never was 'a day 
4 like the present for believers dying in 
? the triumphs of faith, as conquerors 
' over death, their last enemy/ A saint, 
who lately left this county by death, 
shouted, " Thanks, everlasting thanks be . 
unto God which giveth us the victory,, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." Be- 
lievers die in union with Christ. The 
Holy Ghost saith u Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord." Being entered 
eternity, Jesus presents them before the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy. 
Whdh they enter heaven then they see 
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Jesus face fc> faciei and inherit glory: 
their joys are ineffable i and their bliss 
will increase every mojne&t in eternity. 
They live in the presence of Christ, see 
him as he is,: have full, Uninterrupted 
communion with him, in the vision of his 
person as God-man, who is their ordi- 
nance to eternity, and who will fill them 
with all the fulness of God, which will 
be the perfection of their happiness. I 
conclude therefore in congratulating you, 
ye children of the Mo$t High, saying in 
the words of Moses: * Happy art thou 
Israel, who is like unto thee O people, 
saved 6f the Lord ! * May the Lord the 
Spirit bless what has been delivered 
agreeably to his will. Amen, 
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job vii. 17, 18. 

what ib han, teat thou 8houldest magnify hill ) 
and that thou 8houldest set thinb heart 
upon him ? and that thou 8houlde8t visit him 
evert morning, and try him every moment ? 

As there is no sort of evil but sin is the 
cause of it, the introducer of it, and the 
cause of its continuance in the moral 
world ; so there is no disease, pain, sick- 
ness, or affliction, but the people of God 
are equally liable to it as well as others :~ 
nor fe there any kind of temporal dis- 
tress, or malady, but one or other of the 
Lord's children have been, or are groan- 
ing under. 

The Lord hath provided salvation for 
us in Christ Jesus, and h^th sent him to 
take away sin, which is the cause of all 
sorrow ; and it is witnessed of him by the 
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evangelist, u Himself took our infirmities, 
and bare our sicknesses." Which ex- 
presses thus much to us, that as he by 
bearing sin,, bore it off, and away from 
the persons of his people; so he hath 
also removed from them all the real evil 
contained in affliction ; as he turns it into 
a real blessing, by supporting them under 
it, sanctifying it unto them, making it 
sometimes a most instructing, a profitable 
ordinance unto them. 

That the real children of the Most 
High, his favourites and peculiar friends 
are not exempted from chastisement, 
affliction, pain, and grief, Job, (who gives 
4itJe to the book so called^ because it 
treats of him) bears testimony. 

He, though one of God's worthies, * 
msta of whom God hiowelf boasts; 
4ti^ugh a righteous, holy^ and' eminent 
saint, is in the chapter before us repre- 
sented a& pecdl&fly afflicted." Arid we 
have him represented to be, what the 
Lord's childish sometimes are, frfctful, 
impatient, murinuring, and r complying. 
'We are apt, when we hear that the rod 
of God is ujron a believer, to expect • of 
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course great resignation and submission 
to the sovereign will of God; we conceive 
the mind will be all calm, and faith di- 
vinely exercised : but this is not always 
the fcase. It was not so wkh Job, though 
a great und truly spiritual man, favoured 
ifcit& asublime knowledge and view of God 
in his nature, persons, and perfections ; 
enlightened to contemplate him in his 
essential and consummate holiness and 
purityy his almighty power, absolutely 
supreme authority over all worlds, beings, 
and things, with the various acts of his 
goodness in nature, providence, and 
grace towards the sons of men; yet 
when he> the instancy before us, was put 
into the furnace, with a view to refine, 
purify, and melt off some dross which 
cleaved to liim, we find him at times ut- 
tering wrong words, and expressing some 
things for which he deserved censure, 
and for which the Lord himself reproves 
him. Even here before us, in his address 
to God, Job goes on to defend himself as 
having reason to complain of his extra- 
ordinary afflictions, justifies his eager 
desire of death, and thinks hard of his 
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case j since after death he could ^njoy ho 
temporal good, and therefore to be de* 
p rived of it whilst living causes him to 
complain. He expostulates with God 
thus : u Am I a sea, or a whale, that thou 
settest a watch over me ? When I s^y, 
my bed shall comfort me, my couch shall 
ease my complaint : then thou scarest w& 
with dreams, and terrifiest me through 
visions. So that my soul chooseth strang- 
ling and death rather than my life. I * 
loathe it, I would not live alway : let me 
alone, for my days are vanity. 55 Could a 
saint speak worse, or utter himself more 
repiningly under afflictive dispensations ? 
I think not He then speaks to God by 
way of apostrophe, to vent himself: 
- " What is man, that thou shouldest mag- 
nify him ? and that thou shouldest set 
thine heart upon him ? and that thou 
shouldest visit him every morning, and 
try him every moment ? n 

Suggesting that his thought and senti- 
ment of the matter was, it was a truth, 
•man was altogether unworthy of the divine 
notice in any respect, either for God to 
bestow favours on him, or to lay bis af- 



MERCY OF GOD. 311 

dieting band upon him. There being 
no comparison to be made between God's 
greatness, and man's meanness, God's 
power* and man's weakness. 

Iii tny discoursing from the words be- 
fore us, I will endeavour to consider the 
goodness of God, in his gracious mind- 
fulness and regard of man, though he is 
in himself simply considered, unworthy 
of the thoughts and kindness of the Lord. 

This subject I will aim to pursue in the 
following method and order : 

First, by examining the question, 
u What is man ? " In the prosecution of 
which I will endeavour to give an account 
of man in his primitive, glorious state, 
by, and at creation, and at his first forma- 
tion ; also to .speak of him in his fallen 
state and condition, as a sinner by con- 
ception and birth, the fruits and effects 
of the fall ; lastly consider him in a state 
of grace. 

Secondly, I will observe the divine 
compassion, benignity, mercy, and love 
of God, towards his elect or chosen 
ones in every state through which they 
pass. 
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And, lastly, will endeavour to preach 
and hold forth a part of Job's meaning 
from the text, that the Lord is pleased 
to visit man, .worthless and insignificant 
as he is, with reproofs, rebukes, and chas- 
tisement for his sin, with his great end 
alnd design herein. 

T am first to examine the question, 
u What is man?" To which I may im- 
mediately reply, u Verily every man 
living is altogether vanity. Man is like 
a thing of nought : his time passeth away 
like, a shadow." But what is man, as a 
creature made by Almighty power, influ- 
enced and actuated by a rational and 
immortal soul, in which the wisdom of 
God is displayed ; he being created in 
the image of God, " which consists in 
righteousness and true holiness 1 * 

Why, truly, Sirs, but a mutable crea- 
ture ; yet as created by the Lord, he was 
the noblest of all Jehovah's works in 
this lower world. His body was framed 
and fashioned and made out of the dust 
of the ground, and being shaped, or- 
ganized, and created, into this lifeless 
lump of clay, u The Lord God breathed 
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into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
man became a living soul." Which being 
whojly spirit, immaterial, its essence and 
faculties qf understanding, will, and affec- 
tions, ,will last for ever. The soul as 
immediately created by the Lord, by him 
infused and united to the body, is the 
principle of life. The body quickened; 
by it* is. alive, and lively; and the soul,, 
tW vastly superior to the body, yet as 
united to it, and one with it, was at 6rst, 
and so it is still, dependent upon the 
body for all its conceptions and ideas. 

The Lord God made the world for 
man, and every creature in it for his use, 
benefit, pleasure and delight. He formed 
the body with the most exact symmetry. 
All the sinews, veins, arteries, bones, like 
a piece of embroidery or tapestry. Every 
member hath its exact proportion, dis- 
tinct office, regular motion. Every part 
hath a particular comeliness, and conve- 
nient temperament bestowed upon it, ac- 
cording to its place in the body. The 
heart is hot to enliven the whole. The 
brain, the seat of sense, coins (as one 
express^ 8 it), the animal spirits by puri- 
p 
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fying and refining those which are sent 
to it, and seems like a curious piece of 
needle - work. The ear, framed wjtfc' 
windings and turnings/ to keep any thing* 
from entering to offend the brain, is so 
disposed as to admit sounds with the 
greatest safety and delight ; filled witfr 
an air within, by the motion whereof the 
sound is transmitted to the brain. What 
a curious workmanship is that of the eye, 
which is in the body, as the sun in -die 
world, set in the head, as in a watch 
tower, having the softest nerves for the 
receiving the greater multitude of spirits 
neoessary for the act of vision ? The 
tongue is framed for speech, like a mu- 
sical instrument ; the teeth serving for 
variety of sounds ; the lungs serving for 
bellows to blow the organs, as it were, 
to cool the heart ; by a continual motion 
transmitting a pure air to the heart, ex- 
pelling that which was snioaky and super- 
fluous. Not the least part of the body 
is ifaade in vain. The hairs of the bead 
have their use, as well as are an orna- 
ment. The whole symmetry of the body 
is a lavishing object. Every member 
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hath a signature and mark of God, and 
his wisdom. He is visible in the forma- 
tion of the members, the beauty of the 
parts, and ihe vigor of the body. This 
structure could not be from the body, 
thai only hath a passive power, and 
cannot act in the absence of the soul. 
Nor can it be from the soul. How comes 
it then to be so ignorant of the manner 
of its formation ? The soul knows not 
the internal parts of its own body, but 
by inferrmation from others, or inspection 
into other bodies. It knows less of the 
itrward frame of the body than it does of 
itself, t'he Ldird God formed the body, 
senses, and faculties of it, to take in 
delight fiiom all things in this visible 
World. Man is the epitome of every 
oreatufe, and from them, by means of 
impressions made on his senses, which is 
through the medium of the nerves and 
blood, the soul, the inhabitant within, has, 
and does receive such apprehensions of 
present things, as cause us to know, feel, 
and perceive what is pleasing, profitable, 
aftd good for us, as it respects present 
things. And man in his creation is a 
p2 ' 
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creature in every thing dependent on 
God. Creation was an act of pure sove- 
reignty. Man's body and soul, his every 
faculty and perception, is of God. 

His original purity, holiness, and 
righteousness, were wholly from the 
Lord. The soul, its faculties, their ex- 
ercise, use, and end, were all of God. 
Man could not in his first and best state 
deserve any thing from God in a way of 
due. He received his being, and his 
well-being from his Maker. He not only 
existed because God willed it, but his 
continuance in being also depended upon 
the same sovereign and immutable will. 
His all was of gift. He received his 
being, and all the blessings he possessed 
from the Lord, and was accountable to 
him for all his thoughts, words, and 
actions. 

I pass on to consider what man was at 
creation : a pure, holy, righteous creature. 
His soul brighter than the sun. His body 
pure and undefiled, and though his 
thoughts were innumerable, yet not one 
of them was irregular. Though the ob- 
jects he conversed with were variously 
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diversified, yet they all led him up to 
God ; seeing in every creature, and in 
every part °f the creation, such prints of 
Deity, the goodness, wisdom, holiness, 
love, and power of God so clearly mani 
fested, as filled him with astonishing 
Wonder, gratitude, and praise. Man, the 
subject of Jehovah's power, wisdom, and 
love, was in his primitive state honoured 
by having the moral law, which contains 
a transcript of God's holiness, which 
contains his revealed mind and will, and 
is the foundation of all creature holiness, 
concreated in him, and together witH 
him ; which law was also given to him 
under the form of a covenant obedience 
to which was the tie, or bond of union 
between God the creator, and man his 
pure and holy creature. , He was magni- 
fied, and set up as the root, representa- 
tive, and fcederal head of all his natural 
offspring, and God honoured him by 
making him Lord of the whole world; 
and as he made all for him, he put all 
into his hands, by giving him a grant of 
all, and dominion and lordship over the 
ereatures. But we may justly break forth 
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into surprise, saying, u What is man, 
that thou shouldest magnify him ? " It is 
wholly impossible for us properly to con- 
ceive the pure, holy, upright, blessed 
state of man, at, and by creation. What 
it must be to feel perfect creature purity, 
to have every thought, word, and work, 
influenced by love to God, and adequate 
to the precept of the law, to make Je- 
hovah's glory our ultimate end in every 
action, and for every faculty and affection 
to be engaged with him, fixed supremely 
on him, and drawn after him, is what wp 
ean have but very imperfect ideas o£ 
seeing we have never been in our own 
persons the actual enjoyers of spclji a 
state. This however was the case, ap<l 
state of the first man. How long cannot 
be said. The inspired psalmist says, 
" Man being in honour abode not long." 
For the creature was subject to vanity, 
owing to, and arising from its own muta« 
bility. And God neyer d^d make an 
immutable creature. The angels them- 
selves, though stronger piade, and higher 
raised, were not immutable at and by 
preation, u Behold, (says Eliphaz,) he put 
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no trust in bis saints, and his angels he 
charged with foUy." They were muta- 
ble, :*nd liable to fall from God, they 
were, owing to their mutability, and 
f&auy of them actually did And that 
tJie rest, stiled the elect angels, did not, it 
Wjas $pt pvying to their own stedf^stness, 
but ii, arope from a pure act of sovereign 
grace in Jehovah's will, he guiding on 
their wills, to will immutably what wa$ 
- truly good and acceptable in his sight, 
and rendering, and continuing them im- 
peccable by super-creation grace. Man 
the high favourite of heaven, whose 
knowledge of God, and his will, was 
bright and clear, who was admitted into 
conjmqnion with the Trinity in a way 
suitable to bis state and circumstance, 
yet, though without sin in him, he upon 
the first assault and temptation, fell from 
his pure and original righteousness. - He 
became a sinner by his owq act and deed, 
transgressing his Maker's command, and 
all mankind fell in him, £iid with him, 
into a state of sin, gu$t, and defilement 
•> ,Here I renew the qqestion; What . is 
****** I Why, be is a &)je», guilty, sinful* 
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helpless creature ! totally corrupt, sinfully 
polluted, and entirely- unclean, deserving 
of God's curse, and wrath, not only in 
this life, but also in that which is to come. 
" By one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin, and so death passed 
upon all men, for that, or in whom all 
have sinned. * Adam being to convey 
his image, when he sinned, could convey 
only his corrupt and sinful image to his 
•posterity, and it is expressly said, * He 
begat a son in his own likeness, after his 
image." For that which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, altogether carnal and cor- 
rupt. All Adam's descendants are pol- 
luted, and stained with the guilt, and filth 
of his sin, and depravity. For he lost all 
his original holiness and righteousness, 
and contracted an impurity. I would 
here quote Doctor Owen's words, which 
are, 'When divines affirm that by Adam's 
' sin we are guilty of damnation, they do 
' not mean, that any are actually damned 
f for his particular fact, but that by his 
^ain, and our sinning in him, by God's 
€ most just ordination; we have contracted 
* that exceeding pravity, and sinfulness of 
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c nature, which deserveth the curse of God, 
* and eternal damnation/ By the fall; 
none of the faculties of the soul are de- 
stroyed, nor is there one desire, inclina- 
tion, or appetite, which was not originally 
there, at, and by creation, which was 
not then implanted by the goodness of 
God towards man. But the holiness of 
all the desires, affections, and inclinations 
of our souls is lost ; that divine weight, 
which poised all, is removed; so that 
there is in us a privation, and want of 
all good, and a positive inclination within 
us to all evil. For all evil is within us, 
it is our very nature, and we are by con- 
ception, which lays the foundation of our 
actual existence, sinners, and are born 
such. ,Hence, saith Paul, "And were 
by nature the children of wrath." The 
fruits and effects of which are manifested 
in the actual transgressions committed 
by us. 

Take the following testimonies. The 
world having, from the creation to Noah's 
time, run out a period of almost 1656 
years ; God is fain to cast up the accounts 
Of it, which he did, and it is declared, 
P5 
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" God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually." Jeremiah 
declares, * The heart is deceitful aboy$ 

. all things." And our Lor4 Jesps Chrisf 
himself declares ip the seventh chapter 
of Mark's gospel, the sapje truth : u Fof 
from within, out of the heart pf iqen, 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, forni- 
cation, murders, thefts, covetousne^s, 
wickedness, deceit, an evil eye, blaspher 

> Wy> pride, foolishness ; aU these ey# 
things come from within, and defile t)# 
man." In man's guilty, fallen sf#£e> hfi 
is dead to God, dead in law., lender 
guilt and power of sin, deseryiqg of, 
and liable to eternal wrath. Which 
leads me to consider how that j^yefry op$ 
dying in . this state is cut off fropj Qo<J M 
^11 eternity. It is the just desert of sip, 
the wages due unto it being a moral 5 na- 
tural, and e.tepnal deaths The wagep of 
sin is deaths And there ar^ some Jfifk 
ners who have undergone fr^ve 
dured all these kinds of dq^b, : # 
respects the first, ^ all having sinned, aq4 
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come short of the glory of God ;» so all 
are equally involved in a moral death ; 
which consists in being cut off in their 
hearts and affections from God, and in 
being and continuing dead to God and 
spiritual things, being in an unregenerate 
ptatp, * without hope and without God in 
the world." With resppct to natural 
death, it reigned from Adam to Moses ; 
from him to the present moment, never 
but two were exempted from it. And as it 
respects eternal death, multitudes are al- 
ready actually numbered with the dead 
apd damned. Some of our fellow mortals 
arp fn hell, damned souls. If it be asked 
for what ? the answer is Teady ! For sin. 
Christ himself hath said, * If ye die in 
your sins, where I ftm, thither ye cannot 
cope." Aqd also he declares, u Except 
a nan be born again, he canppt see the 
Jqngdomof God." It is only regenera- 
tion alters a mans styte. It is by it. alone 
he is made rn^et for heaven. Without it 
he cannot understand, geek after, or enjoy 
Qpd. I shall here omit what might be 
said of the blessed state of fellowship 
with God we are broqgbt; into when we 
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are created anew in Christ, and made 
partakers of the divine nature, being 
translated out of the kingdom of dark- 
ness into the kingdom of God's dear 
Son ; and proceed 

Secondly to consider the divine com- 
passion, benignity, mercy, and love of 
God towards his elect and chosen ones, 
through every state through which they 
pass : under some of which v considera- 
tions, their blessed state which they are 
brought into at regeneration will naturally 
come under our view and notice. 

Here we may with wonder and asto- 
nishment break forth with devout rapture, 
saying, " What is man that thou sfcouidest 
magnify him? and that thou shouldest set 
%ine hfeart upon him?" 

God from everlasting set his heart, 
fixed bis love, and employed his thoughts, 
upon the elect sons of men, whom he 
'chose in Christ his Son ; and upon whom 
he decreed to manifest his mercy, in such 
a way and manner as should serve to in- 
crease his manifestative praise and glory 
in time, yea, throughout eternity. 1 Tlte 
Select of mankind were the objects of 



MERCY OP GOD. 325 

Jehovah's complacency and delight from 
before all worlds. God s love towards 
-them proceeded from his own pure 
sovereign good- will and pleasure. They 
were not deserving of it, they could not 
merit it. It being an eternal truth what 
Augustine, (as quoted by holy Mr. Top- 
lady, as one who felt the power of it on 
his own soul) says, € There is no more 
€ merit in the highest arch-angel in 
< heaven, than there is in the damned in 
4 hell. ' 

There can be nothing in the creature, 
even in its pure creation state, in all its 
created purity and excellency which can 
engage or attract the heart of God, or 
deserve any thing at his hands. * For of 
him, and through him, and to him are all 
things. * "Who hath first given unto 
him ? and it shall be recompensed urrto 
him again. » 

• I believe and thus conceive of it, that 
the angels and their obedience come to be 
acceptable, as Jehovah views them in 
Christ their head, who is to them the 
icentre of union and communion. They ate 
*tvled in the scripture, u elect angels/ 
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and Christ is said to be * the he^d of ail 
principalities and powers, " and by this 
headship of Christ, they are confirmed 
and kept immutably holy by their be- 
holding him, in whom they see God and 
live for ever. Hence we say, angels at 
and by creation were not immutable in 
purity, holiness and righteousness, which 
appears from the fall of some angelic 
beings into sin. And what befel sqjpe 
might have befallen all. For they were 
all alike in nature, purity, and perfection. 
The preservation therefore of the elect 
angels was the fruit of grace, of what we 
style super-creation grace ; it was Christ 
as their head under-propped them. At 
creation, being created with the heaveas 
and in them on the first day of the begin- ' 
ning of the creation of God, so that they 
/shone forth as morning stars and beheld 
with surprising joy the Lord of host? 
(bringing out of a rude, indigested ch%os, 
this visible world and ajl in it, yet they bai 
apt then that sight of God by vision which 
they x now have. If the angels of God at 
creation had beheld God, and had tbaf 
intuitive knowledge of him by de^.pi^/ : ^ 
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open vision, which the elect angels now 
have, it would have been impossible for 
tl^eip to have sinned to eternity. " It is ip 
Christ God-man in whom dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead, that the blessed 
elect, intellectual spirits, behold God and 
have divine cpmmunion with him. If so, 
then no creature hath whereof he may 
glory in Jehovah's presence. All is of 
grace, both the election of Angels, and 
men. Th§ preservation of the one from 
falling into sin, and redeeming the other 
from the guilt and curse of it, is all of 
grace. I conclude this with the following 
wprds of scripture, u behold, he putteth 
no trust in his saints , yea the heavens 
aire not clean in his sight." God's elect 
of mankind, though chosen in Christ 
before the foundation of the world, yet 
they, as fallen in Adam, are the objects of 
mercy. It is true, as one rightly states it, 
the object of God's love is the creator? 
simply considered ; the object of mercy 
is the creature fallen into sin and misery. 
J^rcy respecteth misery, and hath pro*- 
$$t)y misery for its object. The elect as 
sfanpfs by conception, nature and birth, 
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have been remembered by God in their 
low estate, He sent his Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, and laid their sins on 
Christ and solemnly condemned him to die 
the death, sustain the wrath, and feel the 
curse due to their original and actual 
transgressions. By which his bounty, 
mercy and love towards them has been 
most gloriously manifested and display- 
ed. So that we may here survey God's 
love to his elect in every state through 
which they pass. He loved their persons 
in Christ from eternity. He brought them 
into a time-state by creation, pure and 
holy, though they fell from that by the 
default of the first man; yet he promised 
to send a Saviour, a great one, to deliver 
them. And when all mankind were 
deeply sunk into a state of sin, guilt and 
misery, "when we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly. " We, though conceived in sin, 
and born into this world u by nature the 
children of wrath, * yet God prevents the 
elect with his mercy. Neither their oifc : " 
ginal, nor actual transgressions, however ~: 
heinous, hinder the Sowings forth of : iife 
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mercy towards us. "God who is rich in 
mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved us. even when we were dead in sins> 
hath quickened us together with Christ." 
Here we may justly break out with sur- 
prize, sayings " What is man that thou 
shonldest magnify him? and that thou 
shouldest set thine heart upon him?" 
We may as justly admire it here, as in any 
instance whatsoever. For how surpris- 
ing the grace, mercy and love of God! 
when it breaks forth in the actual disco- 
veries of it in effectual illumination, 
quickening and regeneration ! at which 
time, all the thoughts 'of love which 
God had of us from everlasting, and 
•which he gave evidence of when he so 
loved the world as to give his only be- 
gotten son, which love was expressed 
with an emphasis, when he having laid on 
him our iniquities, was pleased to bruise 
him, and put his soul to grief, begins to 
be manifested to us. Now the eternal * 
purposes of the Trinity towards us, actu- 
ally take place in us, the Holy Ghost 
actually quickening us, with spiritual and 
everlasting life. At which time we 
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actually pass from a state of spiritual 
death , intp a state of spiritual life, being 
brought into actual Qommunjon with the 
i<ord, made meet for eternal glory, and 
the Spirit of Christ and of glory dwells iu 
U8, *nd rests upon us. It is but for death 
to do its ,ogice on our bodies, and We are 
in a moment, in the twinkling of ait eye, 
in heaven with Christ our head, who 
hatb said, * JBecause I live, ye shall live 
also" God magnifies, or exalts his 
people, as he raises them up from a state 
of sin and death, translating them into the 
kingdom of his dear Son. He sets his 
heart upon them, rejoices over them to do 
them good, and they have their seasons 
of refreshment from his blessed presence. 
The Holy Spirit quickens the souls of the 
regenerate, by putting forth his power ill 
(their hearts, and by virtue of the promise 
in which Christ, is set forth and exhibited, 
he draws forth their faith; into spiritual 
* ftpt? pf hppe a»d love and joy in God. 
By which we at times taste upon eqrth 
fte joys of heaven, being filled with jpj 
unspeakable and full of glory, It is true 
W$ haye cause greatly to lament, that the 
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greatest part of those who pass fQr ber 
lievers in Christ Jesus, live as though 
they did not experience, or expect to. eXt- 
perience, auch inestimable blessings. 
JBut I must tell you, sirs, fpal believer* 
are implanted into Christ, and have, an in r 
fluential union with him, and a real com- 
munion from him. By which means the 
Holy Spirit quickens, enlightens and re- 
freshes their souls with his sanctifying 
grace. He breathes within his people., 
and he breathes upon them, and he carries 
on a most sacred, blessed and delightful 
intercourse between Christ and thera. 
The compassions of the Lord to his chil- 
dren, are never failing; his bounty is 
exceeding great, he is to them an pce^n 
of mercy, a fountain of never failing sup- 
ply»-1jrho nqvey leaves nor forsakes them; 
tout wUl be their God and guide even unto 
death, at which time he will receive them 
to eternal glory. Which brings me lastly, 
to endeayour tp preach a part of Job's 
meaning from the text, that the Lord is 
pleased to -visit man, worthless and insig*- 
nificant as he is, with reproofs, rebukes, 
and chastisement for sin ; and his great 
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-end and design herein. As God out of 
his own heart's love, draws his people to 
himself by the cords and manifestations of 
it to their souls, so all the Lord's dealings 
with them, all his paths of nature, provi- 
dence and grace are mercy and truth. 
God loves the persons of his people with 
an invariable, invincible, immutable love, 
jet he hates sin in them. And when 
under the influence of it, they incline to- 
wards it, and fall by it, and into the com- 
, mission of it, God will visit for it in a way 
of chastisement, or conviction ; and it is 
the fruit of his love and affection if he 
deals thus with any of us. For some- 
there are, who call themselves the Lord's, 
who though they walk careless and live 
.,. m sin, yet the Lord will not spend a rod 
i^pn them, nor give them any reproof, 
because he does not love them well 
enough, so to act and deal towards them. 
* What is man that thou shouldest mag- 
nify him? and that thou shouldest set 
thine heart upon him? and that thou 
shouldest visit him every morning and try 
•him every moment ?* Have any of you 
been in affliction, visited with sickness, 
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or disease ! look back and examine, try 
and search diligently to find out the Lords 
end and design in it ? Is it not a rebuke 
for sin committed? for abstaining from 
his holy table ? for some secret corruption, 
connived at by you ! Sirs, God is jealous 
of his glory, and will act according to the 
rules of his holy word. He searches the 
heart, and tries the reins of die sons of 
men. 

If you undertake a journey on the 
Lord's day, depend upon it your business 
will be quite marred, the Lord will 
frown upon you, and ye shall find, think 
of it as ye will, Christ Jesus will highly 
resent it in you. I look at times upon, and 
into the families of some, who profess to 
know Christ ; and it appears to me, that 
though many attempts are made, and 
many enterprizes undertaken, which are 
looked upon as just and lawful ; yet no 
blessing is upon it, nor success from the 
the Lord granted. Perhaps God is ne- 
glected in the closet, and family. Leave 
off prayer, restrain morning and evening, 
worship before the Lord, and mark it \ 
you will, it may be, fail in business, and 
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become bankrupts. How can trade 
prosper without God'j* blessing? How 
can you expect prosperity as long as you 
rieglect to seek the Lord 7 An eminent 
and aged minister, who was a great friend 
to prayer, and a real lover of it, used to 
day, 4 People inform me, sir, trade isex- 
€ ceeding bad, we do not know what to 
€% do. I ask them do you pray in your fa- 
€ milies ? they reply, O no sir. I say it is 
' no wonder you do not prosper in your 
/ business then. For how can that trade 
€ prosper which is carried on without God, 
€ and which is not sanctified with the 
€ word of God and prayer.' I fear there 
is a' licentious spirit indulged by many 
professors and hearers of the gospel, who 
seem to think and speak slightly of $in, 
and talk very loosely concerning the de- 
crees of God. Insomuch that one is 
tempted to conclude that they conceive 
the damnation of sinners, the eternal de- 
struction of the well-being of the soul to 
ill eternity, a light matter. It is true, 
that the power of action is from God, but 
the victory of it from our nature. God, 
though he has given the faculties wherev 
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with a man sinneth, concurs not to the 
sinfulness of that apt. God who upholds 
Christfess siniiers , and their faculties., 
whilst they sin against him > will continue 
them ili being to eternity, and pour into 
evefc-y faculty of their souls his curse frnd 
wrath, Which is the true and proper desert 
erf sin. When I hear sinners blaspheme, 
and seethe to impelled by their owfi hearts, 
lust,/an$ the devil, to cotfiohit all tin- 
cleanqess with greediness, that scripture 
occurs to my thoughts: " What if God, 
willing/to shew his wrath, and to make 
His power known, endured With much' 
long-suffering the vessels of wrath fitted 
to destruction P I would pray to see sin 
as sin, and view it in the light God himself 
doth, and hate it as contrary to God's na- 
ture, with a perfect liatred in time, and 
throughout eternity. When I was ab- 
sent from you last autumn, being at Ex- 
eter and knowing a person who was then' 
in prison for debt, having conceived him, 
from some conversation I had before 
this time with him, to b6 a child Of God, 
I thought I would visit hini, I did so, but 
to my great surprise, I found this back- 
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slider, in the green, playing at bowls. 
Alas 1 thought I, can you find no better 
employment! surely if you were under the 
feeling sense of Christ's love, you .would 
be making use of your Bible, be in your: 
own room, and delight in frequenting the 
throne of grace. There, wgs also, with 
him another, who had been a member 
and high professor in a certain church in 
Devonshire, alike engaged and employed. 
Sirs, for professors of Christ's gospel to 
become bankrupts, looks very sadly. It 
is David's character of the ungodly, "the 
wicked borroweth and payeth not again." 
God visits his people in the world, in his 
providences ; and rebukes, reproves, and 
chastises them for what is amiss. So that 
it is highly becoming the Lord's people, . 
to attend to all the Lord's dispensations 
with them. . Have they been put into a 
state of affliction, and are they now deli- 
vered .$jit of it ? Forget not to consider 
how the Lord dealt with your spirit under 
it. Were your wills brought into sub- 
mission to the will of God? Did you see 
more of the importance of soul conoerns? 
Did you conceive more than heretofore of 
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the value, worth and preciousness of 
Christ ? Had you some love tokens, a 
Bethel-visit from your Lord? Did he 
Smooth your pillow, dispel your grief, mi- 
tigate your pains, and has he brought you 
out of the furnace as gold seven times 
purified ? Then record it to his praise. 
For this being your case, ye may say, 
" Blessed fe^the man whom thou chast- 
en est, O Lord, and teachest him out of 
thy* law." Such impressions set and 
fixed by the Holy Spirit on your souls, 
will give sortie view of the goodness of 
the Lord in his visitation ; ye will cry out, 
u What is man that thou shouldest set 
thine heart upon him ! and that thou 
shouldest visit him every morning ?" It 
. is God as our God, who blesseth us, he 
as the God of our mercy, prevents us 
continually with new, fresh, various and 
multiplied mercies. He carries us 
through the day, closes our eyes at night, 
and locks up our senses with sleep, which 
is a nurse to nature. He is our keeper 
and suffers no evil to befal us, nor any 
plague to come nigh our dwellings. He 
sometimes perfumes our dreams with a 
Q 
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gracious sense of his presence, by which 
means our sleep is still doubly sweet and 
refreshing* He it is who opeps our eyes 
to behold the returning morning, and 
sometimes he gives us upon our first 
awakening, such a thought of Christ, as 
draws the heart after him all the day ! 
which is esteemed and prized by the Jbe- 
liever, rich grace indeed !* 4n all the 
mindfulness of God and his compassions 
towards his, children, with the whole of 
his dispensations towards them, and his 
peculiar dealings with them, he designs 
their spiritual good. He visits them 
every morning and tries them every mo- 
ment, and is to them an overflowing foun- 
tain of goodness. I drop the subject, 
praying, what hath been delivered ac- 
cording to God's holy will, may be ap- 
plied by his Holy Spirit closely and 
effectually to all our hearts. Even so. 
Amen. 
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SERMON XIV. 

act* xiii. 32 — 34. 

AND WE DECLARE UNTO YOU GLAD TIDINGS, HOW THAT 
THE PROMISE WHICH WAS MADE UNTO THE FATHERS, 
GOD HATH FULFILLED THE SAME UNTO US THEIR 
CHILDREN, 01^1 THAT HE HATH RAISED UP JESUS 
AGAIN; AS IT IS ALSO WRITTEN IN THE SECOND 
PSALM, THOU ART MY SON, THIS DAY HAVE I BE- 
GOTTEN THEE. AND AS CONCERNING THAT HE 
RAISED HIM UP FROM THE DEAD, NOW NO MORE TO 
RETURN TO CORRUPTION, HE SAID ON THIS WISE, I 
WILL GIVE YOU THE SURE MERCIES OF DAVID. 

The resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ from the state of the dead, his 
being raised up, and delivered from the 
dominion of death and the grave, is one 
of the prime fundamental articles of our 
most holy faith, which is most surely to 
be believed by us ; on which our present 
salvation, eternal redemption, and glori- 
fication in heaven throughout eternity 
depend. It being hereby absolutely 
and entirely declared and manifested, 
that the work of Jesus is a finished sal- 
vation, the Father having accepted it, 
Q2 
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and declared his acceptance of it, "by 
raising up Jesus our Lord from the 
dead." I have therefore, considering the 
vast importance of the subject, chosen 
to treat on it at this time, intending to 
make use of the words of my text as the 
foundation and groundwork of what I 
aim at, and mean to deliver to you. It 
may be observed that the scripture before 
us is selected from one of the longest 
sermons which we have upon record, as 
delivered by the apostle Paul, which 
holds forth to view his method and sub- 
ject, and is a choice specimen of his know- 
ledge of the efficacy of the life, death, 
burial, and resurrection of Christ Jesus 
on his own soul ; and it also contains an 
inestimable treasury of his scripture 
learning, in which he quotes several 
psalms, and directly applies them to 
Christ. 

The chapter begins with informing us 
concerning the ordiuation of Barnabas 
and Paul to the work of the ministry, 
which wast by the former, and of the Holy 
Ghost, he speaking and saying, * Sepa- 
rate ye Barnabas and Paul for the work 
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whereunto I have called them. 79 Which 
work was, to preach the gospel -to the 
Gentiles distant from the Jews, of which 
we have an account in the latter part of 
this chapter, see verses 46, 47. 

The means used to Gt them for this 
holy employment, were fasting, prayer, 
and imposition of hands ; and they being 
-sent forth* by the church of Antioch in 
Syria, passing through Selucia, a sea- 
port in Syria, from hence they proceed 
to Cyprus, an island in the Mediterranean 
sea, and went to two cities of it, Salamis 
~ and Paphos ; at the former they preach- 
ed in the synagogues of the Jews ; at the 
latter they are owned by the Lord as in- 
struments of the conversion of Sergius 
Paulus, the deputy of the country, and 
are opposed by Elimas the sorcerer, 
whom Paul reproves sharply, and smites 
with blindness ; from hence they proceed 
to Perga in Paraphilia, and came to An- 
tioch in Pisidia, where Paul preached 
this most famous sermon, a part of which 
bath been read unto you. In which dis- 
course he sets forth the mercies of God 
to the children of Israel, who having 
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loved, and freely chose their fathers, had 
exalted their posterity above all the na- 
tions of the earth, having delivered them 
by the mighty arm of his power from the 
bondage of Egypt; he exercised his 
long-suffering and forbearance, notwith- 
standing their provocations forty years in 
the wilderness ; and he drove out the 
nations, ai)d gave them the land of Ca- 
naan for a possession, blessing them with 
divers forms of government ; first with 
^aristocracy, which continued under the 
Judges, and ended in Samuel, which from 
its first commencement to its period was 
about the space of four hundred and fifty 
years; about which time God blessed 
them with monarchical government, which 
/ began with Saul, who when remoyed by 
death, was succeeded by David, to whom 
God " gave testimony, and said, I have 
found David, the son of Jesse, a man 
after mine own heart, which shall fulfil 
all my will." From the mention of which 
he proceeds to introduce the subject of 
the incarnation of Christ, who was preach- 
ed and testified of by John the Baptist, 
who prepared the way for, and bore ted- 
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tiraony to him, and then he treats of the 
crucifixion, death, burial, and resurrec* 
tion of the Lord Jesus, who was seen 
alive after his passion many clays, more 
or less for forty days, by them who came 
up from Galilee to Jerusalem ; by whom 
are to be understood the holy apostles 
and disciples of Christ, who were wit- 
nesses of it to the people. And thus 
having giren you the outlines of the diifr- 
course preceding my text, I am thereby 
brought to it, which reads thus : u And 
we declare unto you glad tidings, how 
that the promise which was made unto 
the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same 
unto us their children, ki that he hath 
raised up Jesus again ; as it is also written 
ia the second Psalm, Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee. And as 
concerning that he raised him up from 
the dead, now no more to return to cor- 
ruption, he said on this wise, I will give 
you the sure mercies of David." 

In which words are contained, as it 
respects the substance of them, all the 
articles of our most holy faith ; truths of 
inestimable worth and importance, which 
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give subsistence to our faith, and serve 
most divinely to increase, nourish, and 
strengthen it. I shall endeavour to cast 
the division of the subject before us into 
the following method and order. 

First, by considering the manner in 
which he introduces the subject before 
us : u We declare unto you glad tidings." 

Secondly, it will b<e shewed how that 
the promise made unto the fathers was 
fulfilled by the Lord in his raising up 
Jesus from the dead. 

Thirdly, that this very act of God's, is 
our security of his performing all his 
promises to us, or that he will bestow 
upon us, as his elect, all the blessings of 
the everlasting covenant. In opening 
our text, and going through the method 
proposed, I will, as the Lord shall be 
pleased to assist, carefully endeavour to 
•include all the substance contained in 
the words before us, which contain a most 
cordial elixir, and everlasting consola- 
tions for the inner man. 

I begin with my first head of discourse, 
in which I have proposed to consider the 
manner in which Paul introduces the sub- 
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ject before us; he, in his address to the 
"people present, says, (including Barnabas 
with himself) " And we declare unto you 
• glad tidings which words might well be 
; used as a preface, or introduction to what 
follows ; for surely if the whole scheme, 
plan, and revelation of gospel grace most 
justly deserves such an epithet, and may 
well be styled u glad tidings," much more~ 
the actual accomplishment of the whole 
by our Lord's resurrection. The method 
which the apostle adopted to introduce 
his declaration concerning God's fulfil- 
ment of the promise made to the fathers, 
was calculated to attract their attention, 
and fix their minds upon the subject which 
,he was about to deliver. Nor was there 
ever more glad tidings ! such as cannot 
but produce peace of conscience, and 
joy in God in every one, who being, en- 
lightened by the Holy Ghost to know 
< the joyful sound, has his heart opened by 
the same most adorable and sacred agent 
to receive, embrace, and entertain Christ 
as u the Lord his righteousness, the 
Prince of Peace, and his hope of glory." 
. In an especial manner the gospel of the 
Q5 
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blessed God, which is called u the gospel 
of salvation," u the gospel of peace, 1 
a the gospel of Christ," u the everlasting 
gospel," may be said to be * glad tid- 
ings," as it reveals the everlasting love 
of the Father, the finished work of the 
Saviour, and the transcendent grace of 
the Holy Spirit, who is the glorifier of 
Jesus; who sheds abroad the love of 
the Father in the hearts of his faith- 
ful people, as they are led to glorify him 
by receiving the record and testimony 
which he hath given them in his word 
concerning his Son. For the gospel con- 
tains and reveals God's everlasting love 
to his elect or chosen ones, on whom he 
hath bestowed in Christ everlasting life, 
whom he embraces with everlasting 
mercy, to whom he imputes, and views 
their persons as clothed with, the ever- 
lasting righteousness of Christ ; to whpm 
he pronounces everlasting peace, bestows 
an eternal pardon, and hath given unto 
them in Christ everlasting consolation. 
But let us proceed : we declare unto 
you glad tidings, how that the promise 
which was made unto the fathers, God 
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hath fulfilled the same. By this promise 
Ave most certainly must understand the 
Lord Jesus Christ, according to what is 
said in the twenty-third verse of this 
chapter, where Paul says, " Of this man's 
seed hath God, according to his promise, 
raised unto Israel a Saviour Jesus." 

That Christ was promised, and that as 
a Saviour ; that this promise was made 
unto the fathers; appears from the whole 
tenor of the sacred Scripture ; but 
from whence did that promise proceed, 
and upon what was it originally founded 
and established ? Verity it was the fruit 
and consequence of the ancient and eter- 
nal " council and covenant of peace," 
which obtained between * the Eternal 
Three before all worlds, which was the 
effect of sovereign grace, love, " and 
mercy. In the everlasting covenant, the 
essential Three displayed themselves and 
their mutual love towards the elect, in 
the following vray. The eternal Father, 
viewing his chosen and beloved ones, in 
his infinite prescience, as fallen and un- 
done, by their fall and apostacy in their 
natural head, is pleased to propose the 
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method, to fix the terms, and specify the 
conditions, upon which he will justify 
their persons, pardon their sins, and 
bestow his peace on .them. The essen-, 
tial Son, as expressing hereby his own 
boundless, ineffable love to his Father, 
and his people, is pleased most freely to 
engage by contract and covenant with his 
• divine Father, to become their surety, 
and to act, obey, and suffer for them- 
And the Holy Spirit, who was privy to, 
and a witness to the covenant-engage- 
ments between the Father and Son, he 
did immediately upon the fall, and 
throughout succeeding ages, raise up, 
inspire, and influence holy men of God, 
who spake, being moved by the Holy 
Ghost, and they all bore witness, that one 
in tiie self-existent essence was to be- 
come incarnate, on purpose to take away 
sin ; hence Peter saitb, u to him give all 
the prophets witness, that through his 
name, whosoever believeth in him, shall 
receive remission of sins." So that the 
mediatorial acts, works, and office of 
Christ, whroh owes its original to the 
eternal acts and transactions between the 
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Father and the Son, were the foundation 
from which the promise of Christ pro- 
ceeded. These eternal acts are express- 
ed in such words as these : u I have found 
a ransom." (Job. xxxiii. 24.) "I have 
laid help upon one that is mighty." (Ps. 
lxxxix. 19.) u The council of peace was 
between them both : i. e. between Jeho- 
vah and the Branch." (Zech. vi. 13.) 
u God was in Christ reconciling the world * 
unto himself." (2 Cor. v. 19.) As this 
ancient council and covenant between the 
persons in the Godhead, which was be- 
fore the world began, was the foundation 
from whence the promise came ; so it 
was given forth and uttered by God him- 
self, (who cannot lie) immediately upon 
the fall, first to Adam, (Gen. iii. 15.) after- 
wards to Abraham, (Gen. xxii.) and ut- 
tered most fully and clearly by that he- 
rald of the Lord of Hosts, the prophet 
Isaiah, who spoke out and publicly pro- 
claimed it, that the Lord God would send 
* a Saviour, a great one ; " who should 
'deliver his church and people out of the 
hands of all their spiritual enemies. And 
this promise made unto the Fathers, God 
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hath fulfilled, in giving, sending, and con- 
secrating his co-equal Son to be a cove- 
nant unto the people, and for salvation to 
the ends of the earth. When God gave 
his Son to take our nature into personal 
union with himself, and the advent of the 
Saviour drew near, a New Testament 
prophet, filled with the Holy Ghost, broke 
forth. saying, " Blessed be the Lord God 
of Israel, for he hath visited and redeem- 
ed his people, and hath raised up an horn 
of salvation for us, in the house of his 
-servant David; as he spake by the 
mouth of his holy prophets, which have 
been since the world began, that we 
should be saved from our enemies, mid 
from the hand of all that hate us. To 
perform the mercy promised to our fa- 
thers, and to remember his holy cove- 
nant; the oath which he sware to our 
father Abraham, that he would grant unto 
us, that we being delivered out of the 
hands of our enemies, might serve him 
without fear, in holiness and righteous- 
ness, before him all the days of our lives." 
(Luke i. 68—75.) The Lord Jesus be- 
came incarnate, and lived in his incarnate 
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state in this our world, to obey the law, 
as the surety and representative of his 
people : he entered on the open public 
execution of his office, under the fresh 
unction of the Holy Ghost, having his 
Father publicly, and by an audible voice; 
from heaven, declaring and testifying 
concerning him, that he was his beloved 
Son in whom he was well pleased. And 
our Christ, as he brought in everlasting 
righteousness by his life of consummate 
obedience to the law, so he was as the 
substitute of the elect, solemnly arrested 
by the divine justice, and charged with 
the sins of all his people, which the 
Father laid upon him in agreement with 
covenant promises and stipulation, and 
made him to be sin by imputation : which 
judicial act of the Father, carried into 
execution made the soul of Christ heavy 
unto death. He being surrounded and 
environed on all sides with the sins, 
iniquities, and transgressions of his • 
people, felt the shock of infinite wrath, 
and as he bore the sins of his people in 
his own body on the tree, so the curse, 
the punishment, the desert of sin, yea> 
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what was tantamount to the second death, 
t was executed and inflicted on him. " He 
was (saith the apostle,) made a curse for 
us." In his body, and in his soul, in 
every faculty, sense, part, and member, 
he suffered, the just for the unjust. He 
was, for the iniquities of his .people, 
stricken with the rod of justice, cut off 
for a season from all enjoyment of the 
consolations which flow from the bright- 
ness of his Father's manifestative pre- 
sence, and from all comfort in the crea- 
ture : he that had all fulness, and who 
filleth all in all, was emptied so as to 
have nothing left, no comfort in God, 
nor in the creature. As holy Mr. Flavel 
expresses it, € Christ's sufferings were 
designed to equalize all the torments of 
4 the damned in hell, to be equal to the 
' demerit of sin ; 9 and I add, to satisfy all 
the demands of justice, and bring more 
honour to God's holiness, than sin had 
* dishonour; and more glory to justice, 
than if sin bad never entered into the 
world. 

And this brings me to my second head, 
in which I have proposed to shew, how 
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that the promise made unto the fathers, 
was fulfilled by the Lord, in his raising up . 
Jesus from the dead. 

The Lord had begun and most glo- 
riously fulfilled his great promise conceiv- 
ing 4 giving hi& only-begotten Son, and 
sending him in the likeness of sinful flesh; 
in laying sin upon him, in executing the 
tremendous curse due to all the , sins of 
the elect, on his holy immaculate body 
and soul ; and the .Messiah made his soul 
an offering for sin. By his obedience 
unto death, he finished the transgression, 
made an end of sin, made reconciliation 
for iniquity, and brought in everlasting 
righteousness: which having done, he 
cried out, like a triumphant conqueror, 
u It is finished." He was made the whole 
curse, to redeem us from the whole of it 
There was, says the incomparable Dr. 
Goodwin, a curse went out against his. 
soul, and he in his soul bore the wrath of 
God, after which he cried out, "It is 
finished." And as he was to redeem our 
bodies too from death, therefore, after all 
this he must die, as it is appointed unto 
men once to die. Is that a law, saith 



854 ON TUB RESURRECTION 

Paul, and will Christ be a Mediator? 
—He must die too. And Christ having 
obeyed the law, borne the sins of his 
people, sustained the wrath of his divine 
Father, and triumphed in himself upon 
the cross oyer principalities and powers, 
and <made a shew of them openly, tri- 
umphing over them by his own power 
and strength. He gave commandment 
to death, to sever between his mangled 
body and his righteous soul* crying out 
with a loud voice, " Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit, and having said 
thus, he gave up the ghost" Thus his 
body was under the arrest of death, 
which had power and dominion over it, 
he being in the state of the dead, and 
remaining in it for a short season ; and 
as this was the last act, so I conceive it 
may bfe rightly said to be the lowest 
state of Christ's humiliation, for he was 
taow in a state of corruption, not that 
his body saw corruption, but yet it was 
in that State of the dead which iendeth 
to corruption, and he remained in a state, 
& which state men's bodies usfed to be cor- 
rupted; O stupendous grace ! " He was 
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crucified, dead, and buried, * laid in the 
grave, and numbered with tjie dead. 
Christ was to get a victory over Death, and 
also over the grave, and over a state of 
death . And here let it be noticed, that as 
Christ from everlasting, in the great coun- 
cil and covenant, acted as the common 
head and representative of ail his mem* 
bers ; so he became incarnate for them, 
and represented them in his person, and 
acted as their public head and surety in 
the whole of his life, death, and burial ; 
and when he was raised from the dead, he 
was raised as their head and surety. As 
Christ, in all his mediatorial acts bad to do 
with Jehovah his divine Father ; so having 
yielded up his spirit into his hands, he 
went to Paradise, and God his righteous 
Father viewed oyer the work of obedience 
and sufferings which bad been performed 
-by him, and pronounced it to be complete, 
and perfectly commensurate to the ori- 
ginal copy -draught drawn in bis di vine 
counsels and purposes. Christ Vent first 
to heaven in his soul, immediately after 
his oblation, to present his sacrifice to 
Cod, and receive his judgment about the 
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validity of it ; for that day, the day of his 
sufferings he was to be in, Paradise ; after 
death, the judgment This was agreeable 
to the type of him in the anniversary sa- 
crifice upon the day of expiation, when 
the High Priest was to go with the blood 
into the holy place immediately after the 
shedding of it, and sprinkle it on the 
mercy seat ; for after the blood was clot- 
ted, it was uncapable of being sprinkled. 
Christ immediately after hi$ death appears 
in heaven to receive the acceptation of his 
Father. This was in his Soul his body ly- 
ing in the grave. And they brought him 
near before him, i. e. the Son of Man 
before the Ancient of days, as persons and 
things are brought near to be tried and 
diligently inspected; so was Christ 
brought near to God in a judicial way, that 
God might pass a judgment on him and his 
work, and Upon a strict view he was so ra- 
vished with his obedience, that he con- 
ferred upon him a dominion, glory, and a 
kingdom,* which is everlasting ; (see Dan. 
vii. 13, 14. Matt, xxviii. 18.) which that it 
might be fully known, and fresh acts of 
grace be passed on him and the elect in 



• 



OF CHRIST. 357 

him, the Father puts forth the efficacious 
might and energy of his power, and raises 
up Christ's body from the state of the 
dead, and from the power of death, " de- 
claring him hereby to be the Son of God 
with power, according to the Spirit of holi- 
ness by the resurrection from the dead. 79 
In this act of God, his raising up Jesus 
our Lord from the dead, the promise 
made unto the fathers was fulfilled ; i. e. 
as I understand it, completely fulfilled J 
that grand promise made to Adam and in 
him to all his believing seed, concerning 
bruising the serpent's head by the seed of 
the woman ; the promise of blessing all 
nations, i. e. the elect in all nations, in 

the seed of Abraham, was fulfilled* 
• 

These were initially performed by the 
sending Christ, and bruising him, and com- 
pletely performed by the raising of him 
from death, in .which the wisdom, righte- 
ousness, and truth of God. did all shine 
forth, in their fullest beams; which was 
the top stone of our reconciliation, ad the 
life and death of Christ, had been the 
corner stone and foundation. And the 
resurrection of Christ may well be styled 
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glad tidings, as it seems to be by Paul in 
the words before us, " We declare unto 
you glad tidings, how that the promise 
which was made unto the fathers, God 
hath fulfilled the same uuto us their chil- 
dren, in that he hath raised up Jesus 
again, " Seeing that hereby all the acts 
of grace, which respect oiir salvation, are 
ratified and confirmed. In raising up 
Jesus from the dead, the Father fulfilled 
his promise to his Son, manifested him- 
self well pleased with his finished work, 
pronounced an act of justification on him 
as the head of his mystic body, and de- 
clared him to be his only begotten Son, 
in whom he is everlastingly well pleased. 

As God the Father spared not his Son, 
but delivered him up to be made sin 
and a curse for us, so he raised him up 
again from the state of the dead for our 
justification : hence saith the apostle, he 
was delivered for our offences and was 
raised again for our justification, (Rom. 
iv. 25.) Christ's obedience in his life 
and death, affords the whole matter of 
our justification ; so that faith sees a ful- 
ness of worth and fcfficacy therein to dis- 



OF CHRIST. 359 

charge the debt ; yet faith is mightily 
strengthened and confirmed in the belief 
of this from Christ's resurrection after 
his death, that God the Father is satisfied 
and acknowledges our debts are paid ; 
for as the obedience and sacrifice of 
Christ is the matter of our justification 
and salvation; so the act of pronouncing 
us righteous by Christ's obedience and 
sufferings, which is the formal act of jus- 
tification, depends on Christ's resurrection, 
and which act passed and was pronounced 
by Jehovah the Father, on Christ our 
head, and upon us in him, when he was. 
raised ; hence we read of Christ's " being 
justified in the Spirit/ (Tim. iii. 16.) But 
to proceed with our text, Christ's resur- 
rection was his justification and discharge 
from our sins, therefore it is that God 
calls it, says. Doctor Goodwin, his first 
begetting of Christ, "This day have I 
begotten thee ; * speaking manifestly of 
his resurrection. And the reason of it 
is, because all the while before, diring 
his incarnate state, he was covered with 
sin and the likeness of sinful fle^h, but 
now having fluflg it off he appeared like 
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God's Son indeed, and was u declared to 
be the Son of God with power, according 
to the Spirit of holiness, by the resur- 
rection from the dead ; n and at his re- 
surrection passed from an estate of guilt 
and death laid on him, to an estate of 
justification from guilt, life, and glory. 
The words, u Thou art my Son, to-day 
have I begotten thee," do both, in the 
second Psalm from whence they are 
taken, and in this text of ours, manifestly 
refer to our Lord's resurrection, by which 
God- manifested and fully proved him to 
.be his coequal and coessential Son, who 
he spoke thus unto upon his coming up 
from the grave, declaring thereby his 
everlasting delight and perfect satisfac- 
tion in his most perfect and complete 
obedience and oblation. As Jehovah the 
Father, by raising up Jesus from the 
dead, fulfilled his promise to Christ, and 
sealed hereby and confirmed his promise 
made unto the fathers ; so by it he so- 
lenfly testified that Christ's soul travail 
was everlastingly acceptable to his jus- 
tice, as algo bis obedience to the law for 
elect men, and everlasting righteousness ; 
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and that he having accepted the propitia- 
tory offering of Immanuel, was the God 
of peace to him and all his seed, whom 
he viewed and pronounced to be holy, 
righteous, spotless, and complete in him : 
to whom he saitb, I will be merciful to 
your unrighteousness, and your sins and 
_ your iniquities will I remem&er no more, 
(Jer. xxxi. 34.) And here I will give 
some account of what Christ was raised up 
unto. He was raised in the same body 
in which he bore our sins and felt the 
curse, with all the same parts and mem- 
bers, but his body was changed from 
being a weak, mortal body, to be immor- 
tal, glorious, powerful, and incorruptible. 
He appeared on his resurrection morn to 
be the Lord of glory ! He upon his re- 
surrection entered as it were anew on the 
display of his mediatorial grace, in the 
new constitution of him to his mediatorial 
office. He arose from death as the ever- 
lasting conqueror of it, to die no more, 
and with everlasting triumph ovflr it, 
having at his girdle the keys of death 
and hell. He k styled * the first begot- 
ten from the dead/ and the first born 
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from the dead, the first fruits of them 
that slept, " the resurrection and the life :* 
his song when risen as insulting death, 
having loosed the death bonds of all his 
saints, may well be said to be this, " I 
will ransom them from the power of the 
grave, I will redeem them from death ; 

death, I will be thy plagues ; O grave, 

1 will be thy destruction." His resurrec- 
tion was bis first step to his Supreme ex- 
altation, to sit at God's right hand, to 
appear in the form of God, and shine as 
the Fellow of the Lord bi hosts: he 
was now invested with all power in 
heaven and earth ; his body was a most 
glorious body in itself, and a spring of 
glory unto others. Of the glory of 
Christ's body, Peter, James, and John, 
had a glimpse in the transfiguration, 
(Matt, xvii.) u He was transfigured be- 
fore them, and his face did shine as the 
$un, and his raiment was white as the 
light." Glory was coeval unto his soul 
fronrf^corruption^but the flowing x>f it 
ufeto his body was stopt to qualify him 
for the work, of our redemption, for 
before he wrought by suffering;, and 
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if his body had been glorified, his 
body had been impassable and could 
not have suffered but at his resur- 
rection this glory broke forth, and as 
the love of God in his heart was as a 
boundless ocean $f joy ; so the Holy 
Spirit, who was fee principle of all the 
grace in Christ's human nature, was the 
fountain of glory to it also, and his glory, 
and his grace are unmeasurable* And 
because our Lord was thus glorified and 
thus glorious at his resurreotion, hence, 
as I conceive, it was he appeared to none 
but saints, at and after he was risen from 
the dead. Let it be also added, he arose 
with the same boundless lpve in his heart 
to his people, which he manifested to- 
wards them in the garden and on the 
cross: with the same mercy in his bowels, 
with the same sympathy, pity, and tender 
feelings in his affections, rejoicing in and 
delighting to own the relation which sub- 
sisted between him and his : saying to 
her who had the honour to be favoured 
with «first conversing with him, when 
newly risen, " Go to my brethren, and 
say unto them, T ascend unto my Father 
a 2 
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aiid your Father, to? my God and to your 
Qod.f And to the very end that all be- 
lieving dinners to the end of time might 
know that he was and ever will continue 
to be Jesus the Saviour, he singles out 
$md makes his first appearance to Mary 
Magdalen, out of whom he had cast seven 
devils; to certify how much his delight 
was in salvation work, and that all the 
glory of heaven would not alter his heart 
Dor alienate his affections from his people 
here below- He afterwards appeared to 
Peter, who seems to be the first of all 
the apostles to whom the Lord appeared, 
nor does he speak to him, that we read 
<>f, concerning his shameful fall, but he 
acts according to his office of Prince and 
Saviour, and says to the eleven, u Peace 
be unto you," which he could now as 
their High Priest pronounce unto them, 
as he had now obtained it for them by 
thi blood of his cross. Believers/you 
may well consider the innumerable bles- 
sings which flow down from Christ your 
risen head upon you, and which, by ^virtue 
of your union to him, ye are interested 
and intitled unto. Our Lord's resurrec- 
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tion has its influence in the quickening of 
your souls from a death of trespasses and 
sins, in your regeneration, in' working 
faith in you, in every spiritual act of your 
sanctification, in your resurrection from 
the grave of death, in your triumphs over 
sin, death, and hell, and in your final 
glorification. You are as one with Christ, 
what he is. His holiness, righteousness, 
sufferings, and oblation are yours, and 
imputed by the Father to you, who hath 
made Jesus to be to you wisdom, righte- 
ousness, sanctification, and redemption. 
His resurrection is your eternal security, 
and ye may triumph in all the conquests, 
victories, and spoils of Christ, over his 
and your enemies. He hath put sin away 
for ever, out of the sight of law and jus* 
tice by the sacrifice of himself ; he hath 
bruised the head of the old serpent, called 
the devil, and vanquished all his princi* 
palities; he hath borne the curse and 
wrath of God, and is the deliverer of 
us from it; he hath conquered death and 
abolished it ; and having lain himself in 
the grave, bath most sweetly perfumed 
it, and made it as a bed of spices to all 
his; and he is risen from death with the 
a3 
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•voice and shout of triumph, as an ever- 
lasting evidence that sin is pardoned, » 
peace procured, God's justice reconciled, 
and heaven opened: so that, believers, 
ye may well shout, * The Lord is risen." 
And as you survey what has been deli- 
vered in the light of faith, ye may view 
yourselves in Christ, with pleasure and 
- make your boast of him, for he has left 
you no room nor cause to have a single 
doubt respecting his love to you : his 
salvation as finished, and his complete 
victories. And it is sweet to view death 
as spoiled of its sting by Christ : to con- 
sider death, as it respects believers, is 
but sleeping in Jesus, it is but a being 
absent from the body, and being present 
with the Lord." Death doth not dissolve 
the unioiv between Christ and his, there- 
fore, believers that are already departed, 
are said "to sleep in Jesus." (1 Thess. 
iv. 14.) To be « the Lord's." (Rom. xiv. 
8.) To be " the dead which die in th^ 
Lord." (Rev. xiv. 13.) The everlasting 
covenant of grace extends unto the bo- 
dies as well as the souls of. believers. 
God is said to be the God of Abraham, 
. Jsaac, and Jacob, afiei t^vr death, and 
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that not only in regard of their souls, but 
of their bodies also ; (Matt. xxii. 31, 32.) 
otherwise how can that place be argu- 
mentative of the resurrection? and Christ 
being risen as the surety, common head, 
and public representative of all his, so 
we shall be raised by virtue of our union 
to him, as the fruit of his resurrection for 
us, in a divine conformity to him, wearing 
his image, bearing his likeness. s "As we 
have borne the image of the earthy, we 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly." 
Our bodies and souls, in every faculty 
and part will be fitted for Christ, to take 
in and receive glory from him. And as 
Christ's resurrection was his first step of 
advancement to glory ; so will it be to us. 
As he being raised, lived forty days here 
below ; so will the elect live and reign 
with Christ a thousand years in the king- 
dom-state. As he was advanced from 
hence to heaven and primordial glory, to 
sit at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high ; so the bride, the Lamb's wife* the 
queen of heaven, will, in conformity to 
Christ her head, be advanced from the 
New Jerusalem state, to that of thfc ulti- 
mate glory* 
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But I pass on, and proceed, thirdly, to 
shew that this very act of God's, his 
raising up Jesus from the dead, is our 
security of his performing all his promises 
to us, as his elect, even all the blessings 
of the everlasting covenant. 

God by raising Christ front the dead, 
in and by that act fulfilled his past pro- 
mises, as all his promises were virtually 
contained therein, and gave security for 
the full accomplishment, and performance 
of future ones, which gives virtue and 
being to them. For as concerning that 
he raised him up from the dead, now no 
more to return to corruption, he saith on 
this wise, u I will give you the sure mer- 
cies of David." When Christ arose, then 
said God of him, a This day have I be- 
gotten thee." Now thou appearest and 
Jookest like that Son of mine, \ rejoiced 
in from everlasting ; apd now. first thou 
hast recovered that primitive glory, thou 
Jmdst in repute with me,; as God-man be- 
fore the world was. .It was impossible 
for Christ to be hoiden of death, not only 
in respect of his power, but in respect of 
justice, for having borne the sorrows of 
death, death could not Wichita; ft& 
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law of God, the justice of God, said, 
u Deliver the prisoner, for he hath satis- 
fied," and being raised up from the pit 
of corruption, no more to return unto it, 
u all the sure mercies of David," are con- 
firmed and made sure. God performs 
those promises, and bestows those bless- 
ings, which out of his free grace, and in 
faithfulness he promised to David, (Psalm 
lxxxix. 4, 19.) concerning the Messiah, 
his not seeing corruption, and his eternal 
throne and kingdom, by raising first from 
the dead ; and Christ was raised to con- 
vey to us " the sure mercies of David," 
to bestow, and apply all mercies to us, 
for he arose for our justification, for Our 
sanctification, and for our resurrection, 
and to give us the highest security for 
all new-covenant mercies, which security 
was intended by God in the very act of 
raising Christ. If it be asked, What 
were those sure mercies of David? the 
answer is, the promise of an everlasting 
covenant, as appears from the 55th of 
Isaiah, from whence the words in our „ 
text are cited. 

God, as the God of peace, brought 
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again from the dead our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that great Shepherfl of the sheep, 
through "the blood of the everlasting 
covenant" The shedding of Christ's 
Wood established, ratified, confirmed, and 
sealed every article of it for ever, and 
makes it everlasting ; upon this the God 
and Father of Christy as the God of 
peace, brought him back from the dead, 
evidencing hereby the efficacy of Christ's 
blood-shedding and death j and has en- 
sured to the elect, that he will give and 
bestow upon thefh all the mercies, bless- 
ings and benefits which Christ obtained by 
iis sacrifice. These mercies are styled in 
the margin, holy, or just things, others 
render it the covenanted things of David. 
All those blessings of healing, cleansing, 
peace, pardon, justification, yea, all which 
belong unto, and flow from, the covenant 
of grace, were given to Christ for us, are 
safe in his hands; he hath by his work of 
mediation opened a way whereby these 
are conveyed to us, coqsistent with all 
the glory of the divine perfections. And 
as his death was necessary 'to the intent 
that we might receive these sure mercies 
according to the &\V\n& cQxav^^L^ove- 
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nant ; so his resurrection was absolutely 
necessary also, to the end that he living 
in heaven might bestow them on us, as 
the fruits of his sorrows and resurrection 
from the grave. And God hath fulfilled 
every article which he engaged for in the 
everlasting covenant to Christ our head, 
who is seated upon his mediatorial throne, 
filled and prevented with all the blessings* 
of grace and glory. And what God hath 
done in Christ, and to Christ, is good se- 
curity, and as a pledge that he will per- 
form all his promises to the elect. It is 
a most blessed consideration that our all 
in time and eternity depends upon what 
hath passed between God the Father and 
Jesus Christ; that he knows all his en- 
gagements to his Son ; and that we are 
in his hands, and covenant, eternally safe 
and secure. It is also a comfortable 
subject for our thoughts and minds to ru- 
minate on, that we are interested in those 
eternal acts which passed between God' 
the Father, and Christ on our behalf be- 
fore the world was, and also in all those 
acts which were transacted between the 
Father and the Son, in and throughout 
the whole of Christ's me&tot\& wsft^ 
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which he performed and finished here 
below. And it is this salvation, in. its full 
glory and efficacy, which alone can set us 
up on high, out of the reach of our spiri- 
tual enemies, and cause us to triumph over 
our present sins, corruptions and miseries. 
Now we may look upon every past fulfil- 
ment of God's promise, as a certain evi- 
dence of his fulfilling all the rest of his 
promises to us, in his own time and way. 
Especially, we may so look upon the ful- 
filment of the promise we have been 
speaking of in this light and view. Hath 
Christ been quickened from death, and 
raised up from the grave by the glory of 
the Father ? so surely will all the elect 
be quickened by the Holy Ghost with new 
and spiritual life in their souls, and be 
raised up at the last day to a state of 
eternal life, glory, « Jmmortality, and 
blessedness. Was Clam the bead justi- 
fied at his resurrection ? so surely shall 
all the elect who are already justified in 
him, have the sentence of it pronounced 
in their minds by the Holy Spirit. And 
as God, as the God of peace; brought 
back again from the dead our Ix>rd Jesus 
Christ, that great S\v^W4 ^ the sheep, 
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through the blood of the everlasting co- 
venant ; so surely will he bring back from 
a state of spiritual death, and also out of 
a backsliding state, all the elect sheep, 
through the same blood of the everlasting 
covenant. 

He will work, and continue to workm 
every vessel of mercy, all the good plea- 
sure of his will, and the work of faith 
with power ; and this he will do to honour 
his Son's sacrifice, and to testify his being 
everlastingly well pleased herewith. It 
would greatly encrease, and strengthen 
our faith if we understood that the cove- 
nant engagements between the Father and 
the Son are finished, and that all wrought 
in us, and bestowed upon us, and enjoyed 
by us, are the fruits and consequences, 
hereof. God hath every motive to love 
us ; yea, he cannot but be well pleased 
with us to eternity : for as he beholds us 
in Christ, we are a perfection of beauty 
As he considers the personal value, and 
worth of the life of his co-equal Son in our 
nature, and the eternal efficacy of his 
atonement, he cannot but delight in tfrose 
eternal acts of his grace which are passed 
already in his divine mind, axvd 

6 
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be certainly and personally fulfilled in 
time, the justification of our persons, and 
the pardon of all our sins. And as be 
considers what we are in Christ, it cannot 
but be his delight to work in us all ihe 
good pleasure of his will, as he views us 
raised up together, and made to sit with 
Christ in heavenly places ; so he will one 
day raise us up, and give ras actually in 
our own persons to sit with Christ in his 
kingdom of glory. 

. May yon be enabled to rejoice in what 
God hath done in Christ, and done to 
Christ, and bestowed on us in him, and is 
engaged to bestow on you for bis sake : 
tod where I have most failed in this grand 
subject which hath been before , us, maty 
the Lord the Spirit be pleased there most 
to glorify himself by giving you such yiews 
fend conceptions of Christ Jesus, as may 
make him all in all, in jrou, and to you : 
men so. Amen, 
i 

FINIS. 



B. BensUy, Pritoter, Andorer. 
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